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Whereby the meaneſt in the Church, | 
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'F" E bigbeft Angels are moſt bamble 


Creatzres;the Church of God is full of 

their Services, but knoweth next to 

nothing of their Names, Their Works 

praiſe their Lord and ours, but not Themſelves, 
And if the Evangelical Author of this Book - 
could have had his 72, the Churches *#- 
Chriſt ſhould not have had his Nawe. He would 
have kept bimſelt rogether a Benefafor, anda. 
ſortof franger unto them. 
Againſt his will it came to be known, that his _ 
Book of the Fu! of the Scriptures was his* F 
Andby the Divine Providence it was made ne* = 
ceſſfary that his latter Works ſhould bear his |: 
Name. Obſcurity was his Ambition; tho' rs 
Gifts and Graces prove too big and roo bright - 
to-be:covercd. And; in ſhort, it hath pleaſed © 
- the Supream Ruler (and Fountain of Honour) to p 
honour him whether he would or no. + 
The Book firſt named, is followed with the, 7 | 
Rag of Se fall Drvines ; and Is a M: Wa pI 
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WE ctr peach foiened 1 to — Qurey » & 
Majeſty, hath been moſt graciouſly | 
Her ; pd highly valued: by thoſe that I muſt 
think of the beſt of het Subje&s. Being, as is 
his D:ſcourſe . of Earthquakes, a Treaſure of 
things O/d and New ; Michtam's golderi Fewels,. 
Arguments, ſeveral, rot ſo much as touched 
by any Pen within her Dorninions, or beond 
them, ſave Mr. Flemming's. © 
Nevertheleſs it is of this Is Treatiſe, that 1 
would” ſay, with ſubmiflit to better Judg- 
ments, There w none like it; Herein it is; thar I 
think he hath frgalarly honoured his God, 'and 
1 believe his God will very firgulariy honour 
him:- For, is any Diſeaſe more Mortal,;or niore 
Epidemical, than Popiſh /mplicit Faith * And 
is there any to be named, againſt which we are 
fo deſtitute of Medicines? Is there extant in 
Engliſh, or any European Language, any ove 
Marirncle of Chriſtianity, in Method ſuited to 
them who do moſt need it? Hath any” ove 
Writer, beſide our Author, ſet himſelf to teach 
Menors the primary Ev idences, and reaſonable 
' Demonſtrations of Chri/tian Faith 2 1 will con 
him my beſt thanks who ſhall name me fo 
much as one. 
How ſound and how generow a Medicine 
this Treatiſe is, let the Wiſe judge. I declare it 
+fo be the only one, that on no ſhght _— 
ave 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, » © =" 
haye heard of. Being ſo, I no ſooner read it, but . 
1 bleſſed zt;and its unknown Author. Privately, © 
and piblickly I praiſed it, and finding it nott@e * 
be had in our Sheps, nor but from HolJand, (if * 
fromthence) to he gotten, I preſently reſolved * 
to Reprint it. Suon, after, hearing who was the = 
Author, and where he was, I ſent him notice of 
that, my fixed Reſolution, whether he conſented 
ta it or no., For ,...1S I argued ; that it he were 
of the. heaverly {A. .* breathing in his Book, he 
could nat gaiv/ayM;' and if he were of another 2 
ſpirit,tor the Churches ſervice, it would be ins. « ? 
yocent and praiſe-worthy to croſs. it, Rut bleſled 
be God, and blefied be he from his Lord and - 
mine, . he readily forgave me thu wroug, and 
cheerfully 1 proceeded. 

No. £zoz found I in my way. but a ſorry 
Worm 1counted theExclamations of ſome nice 
Folk, againſt the Phraſe and Sty/e of this cone 
feſſedly excellent Work, Durifully I compaſſio- 
gated the wea# ; and no leſs the many fk, of 
curioſity. Whohave ſuch Ulcers in their Palats, 
that they cannot, without cruel pain, ſwallow 
the moſt deſirable Dainties, unleſs they may _ 
take them in 0:1 and Sugar. Cannot prevail. 
with themſelves to read Periods that, require } 
an attentive mind, and the leaſt frain of rheig -* 
Underſtanding,. Wherefore I uſed my Spunge. * 
and took aut as-many expreſſions of my. Aw * 

| A 3  thor's | 


4 Fe Je Epiſtle t 'o Ft: Reeder. 
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e, as I thought. would 

_—_— an Engliſh Reader, ing ſach 

ppeared epere re intelligible. Which 

being do done, the Bookſeller was wile enough to 
e Preſs going 


I ſignified my purpoſe to Catechiſe youth 


| publickly in the Poſitions and Charaers of 


this Book, one Lords day ; as in IV. Aſſembly's 
C atechiſm,on the other, by courſe. Which 
ice other Minifters, ſoon told me, thar they 
would take up. As, I truſt, waxy more will do; 
foraſmuch, as none can be unſenſible what 
multitudes of men do go to Graſs, on this fide 
the 4/ps, as well as on the other; and what a 
fantaſtick Faithcommon Proteſtants do reſt in, 
as well as Romanifs. Making ſhow of a Faith, 
(as theMoon of aLight,) whereof not any is in 
Brie, is painted; themſelves rooted. Sadly it is 
Tainy's aNariov. ſeen 0: *all, how too too operly 
we are ſtill named Britzains ; - the Faith of 
moſt being ſuch a Paint, as cannot bur melt 
and Vaniſh in any. Trial that is fery. 

Memorable are the words of the Learned 

| unhappy Spalato; to this effe& as] rear: 
* Zo ſay that I do not my ſelf know why 7 to 

'  lievea Religious Article, but yet I do believe 
it, becauſe the Church in which 1 am doth te- 
liewe it; it « the ſeif-ſame as to ſay, 'T do not 
my {elf app u ere of my Eyes, but yet Þ do feethe 
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ſpoken of, Jecanſe be Con 
—_ ſee it. The good Lo Ila among 
us —_ number of Men b_ Alfard, .. R A 
and ſo plainly void of Faith! He ** 2 
hath: alregdy made the Leaves of this Book: 2 
fo bealing unto fome, that in IS 
commend them unto all. And eſpecially to A 
the Societies of Toung Men, that hold weekly 
ſtated Meetings for Edifying Conference. In © 
which, as I tell thoſe bf my own Charge, © 
{all not find more Eligible Arguments 
than this Book ſtores them with. Happy - 
they, - if, in the beſt ſenſe, they do wake” - 
them their own! + Lord: encreaſe holy Faith, I 
and quench fiery Faion ; fo prayeth 4 
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Bridges Co- 
wn 5 rd Daniel Burgeſs. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T Nderſtanding the - Forreign Chur . 

' want of ths Work, "as well as "our 
own,” 1 purpoſe ere lone 'to Tranſlate, © 
and ſend it forth in the Latin Tongue. Unleſs  * 
| ſome good band, of more leiſure, a6 Pug me, > 2 


A 4 


THE 


IJIUDGMENT 


OF SOME 


London Miniſters 
CONCERNING THIS 


| TREATISE. 


lings of unqueſtionable mation 
'in themſelves, and of greateſt Im- 
portance unto our welfare, have 
; not always the Deepeſt and moſt 
3 Conſtant Thoughts beſtown upon them. Wit- 
F neſs the Satisfaftion of our Minds about the 
# . Matter, andaboupthe Foundations of our Ho- 
'Y ly Ehriſtian Faith 
Jt ſeems too little obſerved, but it ican; © 
F Fanever be ſufficiently Lamented, whatave dg) 
$ obſerve of Proteſtants negle& 'of the Mat- 
ter of their Faith, And yet our ſad Experi- 
: ence e certifies Us, that oy arc incomparably: 
{8 h more 
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more heodieb of of acqualgtiog ht By. 
the Reaſons thereof}. We b baye very many, 
that do competently know, What IF 1s to -Þ 
a Chriſtian, for every ſingle man that-can ren 
der | pl Reaſon, why he ought to be ſo... 
Storms do make men look to their An-. 
chors z and we da not. know, but aweful, 3 
' Judgments. are haſining on us, (being Res, 
, mote ones do not awaken us, ).t to bear, us oup: 2 
of our inconſiderately choſen Re BD Our 
Precarious ..and Unexamined Conf Paths 
which 1n yery Propriety are but FS, 
not Faith built upon any fol Grow. 
However, we.mult all,. geeds Nie ;_ an 
more than probable, that a near er Was 
the Future Stare, may convincingly ſhow the. 
molt obſtinate,. "that the King of Terrourgyis 
not to be conquered, and no Miracles are «to 
be wrought, by an \Jmplicit Faith, park 
Or by a way of Religion, that is A 
taken up and walk'd in, meerly cd Ty = 
for Company. "oY 
Wherefore we give our great Fi ro the 
Author of every good Gift ; who beth drawn 
this his richly furniſhed Scribe, to ſupply us 
with ſo very needful a Treatiſe as is here offe- 
red, Some of us do Profeſs that in reading it, 
we were ſurprized with Joy and with Wonder, 4 
that & Tag ſo little Written, Diſcourſed, + 
By WES 
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__ {Gs | - 
- No be of, ſhould - ___— big with ſuch 
EL 0 ment, and with ſuch Experience 

. 81s Bad ound in the moſt laudable Wri- 
E Thro' the Divine Bleſſing which we implore, 
> . we hopethat we, and our Brethren Ip wy 
” Out theſe Nations, ſhall find ſucceſs of 
our Peoples uſe of this moſt inſtrudtive Work. 
For which, with the excellent Author, ( who 

did but Conſent to this Edition of it ; Y we are 
indebted unto the Reverend and Worthy Pub- 
Itſther, by whoſe means we receive it. We 
joyn with both of them, in Prayer to the moſt 
High, that this Rich Seed of the Sower may 
be made Bread of Life to the Eater: 


William Bates. Mathew Sylveſter, 
Mathew Mead. Daniel Williams, 
Thomas Cole. Joby Showers 


John Fiowe. 
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The Author's 


PREFACE. 


His ſmal Treatiſe* here offered, is om thy 
greacefs Subje3s that can fall under the 
Conſideration of ; and is 8 
Study, which was never wore ” 
caled for, than in theſe days, for me- 
king Peace with God, and gaining ſuch an Aſſw- 
_ as ma y fol qui ani, wpport the 
Soul, thouzh fl ſenſible fr be ”, and 
fail. Great changes do ſurely baſften on this Genera- 
tion, and the Life nt ns be another manner © 
like to be put to Tra}, then fince the Churches Rie 
and Recovery from Anmtichriftian e, | 
form now viſibly grows upon the Churches of Chrif, 
though nothing oug She ro Faint or Shake the Spirits 
of any, who bans ter ncer ar and caft with-- 
in the Vail ; but the ffrongeſt Di in folowing 
the Lord, (when overcome,) yeild wa. ES Vieto- 
"7, and will be noe euly matter of foy bvd but t0 all 
Eterwity, in with Patience and Hope indured, 
and” got 'well through Throng of Temprations 
arts in 4 ne, 2 Fea +. to the Truth, If 
men think it their Wiſdom to ſecure their Private 
InterefÞ, by dividing it m ſuch a time Weed ey al 
lick Cage of che Reformed Charch, and make L 
| tareſt Truths of God now aſſaulted, of i So -, 
Fog the Martyrs, yea of their own Eternal Sr ah 4 
by any coolneſs or ſhrinkmg from the ſame; wt 
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find mo Temporal Motives, con ever compenſate that 


'S Sh +> 
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" loſs and ruine which inevitably will meet ſuch in the 
Iſſue. Tea that theſe Words of Mordecaj r, 
(Eh. 4 13, k4.) Have the ſame rt $1t, be 
of this day,” What & beld forth m the follo 
work, I may with bumble Confidence ſay, was un- 


_ ger ſome preſſure to bave ſuch clear Ewi —_ 
Duiering Perſuaſion of Drojne T ruth, as made it leſs 


OS ea(ic ro bave my own Spirit ſatisfied berein, than poſ- 


fibly it may be to others z, for if it were not from that 
* bleſſed Aſſurance of the Lords being God, of the Re- 
wvelation of Chriſt, and of theGlory to come, t ſhould 
not know what could be comforting, or make s ratio: 
ral Being defereable, Some ſingular Ingagements . 1 
fudge my ſelf alſo to ftand under, for puiting to my 
"Seal to the Truth and Faitkfulneſs of God _in bis 
' Word, jrom many ſignal Confirmations bereof in the 
£durſe of my Pilgrimage, if ſuch a poor Teſtimony 
might be of any weight. Let the Bleſſed Lord,. gre: 
ciouſly accept this ſmall effermg to him, for the. In-_ 
tereſt of his Truth, by ſo mean an Inſtrument, and 
give ſ.me_ Fruit hereof, that may abide, . nd: be 
found in the day of Chriſt. R 
1 hope the Reader may. find by a Peruſal of the 
| _ I. Chapter of whot Serious Uſe . and Intent the I], us, 
'-  +$ea that w ths day it was not Unſeaſonable, or Jucon- 
|  gruous to the foregoing Subjeit what « beld forthgp the 
11. Chapter. But Qh! it is ſad and amazing to 
| think how few are under that weight of Religion, 6s 
once to have a Serious Inquiry on the Grounds aud 
Reaſon; thereof, and to account the moſt [ſpecial Aſſi- 
Jeances to their Faith to. be the greateſt Helpers of 
" Their Joy within time, BD 6 Des 5 wth 
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"THE 


CONTENTS 


bk CHAPTER. IL y 
ye" oh bel forth xdleaned i fixes Poſs 


IT. I, Sad is the aſpe&,which the implicir and eraditis- 
nal profeifion of this dey. hath upon the prefenc ſtate of 
Religing page I 
POSIT.IL It is great (crvice for the Church'to have 2 clewr 
founding of the. faich- of afſenr, upon known and folid” 
grounds herein, more univerſally promoted. $ 
POSIT. IT. The true primitive confirmation as ir was 10 the 
rimes of the Apoſtles, is held forth and cleared from the 


[4 
roo. Iv IV The continued neceflity ans 15 no lefs. couvIn- 
cing now, for the Churches uſe, than in thoſe Primitive 
times. 
POSIT. V. Such a confirmatory work reſpe&ts nor only he 
more knowing and m__— part of Men , bur the 
Pp VI _ - ſpecially called the 4 
OSIT. VI, What called for in of 
this primitive Spec al 1s held forth priSite hh 
» VIL.- Special excitement we are under, for pi 
ring the ſame in fo remarkable a period of rime 2s 
and. from 'the;hope of. a greater reviving-yer-of ſucti 
Catholick- Spirir, to advance the higheſt endsof Religion 


gem eg > Is 
| CHAPTER. I. 


Fo go fome clear view, of theſe primary evidences ond dinunfte- 
tions of oxr Faith, that the mean:ft Chriflian ſhould bnow, and 


With che ea 
he for Go —— 


SECTION 


SECTION. L 


- Þ theglortous Being of God, which is the firſt Four: 
Marion of A Reſin, 17 

IT. Ot the original of the world, an | its not beingerernal. a9 

HI. Of a ſupreme Providence ta" the conſervation and go- 


VI. Of the ſpecial evidences of the Scriprures Dirine 
pe men __ needs fee to be _— | 
I. Of the ſecure conveyance of the Scripture-cthough all 
the changes of rimes 29 
VIII, Ofthe fall of mas and entry of fn into the World, as 
it is fully demonſtrab'e ro reaſon, as well as by-the certain- 
ry of Faith, 29 


SECTION IL 


Olding forth thoſe great afliſtances tothe Chriſtian 
faith, and of the Meſlias being ſurely her - 
the Church before his coming. 

II. Of the truth and accompliſhment of this great promiſe 
of the Mefſias, and how it1s now as ſure in the event as X's 
clear he was promiſed. 30 

HI. Of the ſpecial advantage for confirmation of our faith 
herein, that for 4o0o years the promiſed coming of = 
Meſſizs was deferred. 

IV. Of the nature and internal cxcellency of Chriſtin. 
ty, to bear furtheſt evidence to the truth thereof. 

- V. Thar this is the ſame Goſpel we now reccive and enjo 

- which from the firſtpromulgarion thereof harh* had 7 

'_ _ greatefieSs on the world. 34 

© VI. That the ſufferings of the Saints in times paſt was ſo de- 

movftrably above the affiftance of Nature, 35 
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SECTION T4 A 
: Ponte tg | 3 
hat 3 


wuſt derermine men to be 


IV, The nature of that great 
todo tupeole, Jo of ls divine mificn inthe Jore 
vi How 


and eyidenr in A 


fate ſuch a er He 'by mirackes, which was in the 3 
firſt rimes of the Goſpel. : 43' 


SECTION IV. 


with the furtheſt rational certainty, } 
"þ® "na erence the truth and —_——— nw w 
a fareof on. Da- I 


JI. The truth alſo ny men 
rure to 2a new ſtare of 


grace. 
III. Of fo great an experimenr —_ 
Iv berwixr God and men here on Karth. 
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NS orkings of the Conſcience. 
VE gea he Conliens, gs 


reſult From ſuch ademounſtration of rhis "_— of the ConF- 3 
Cicnce over men, e $0 3 


SECTION YV. 


I. T7 OR holding forth the Truth of a Kingdom of Darkveh 
in the World, m oppoſicion to the Kingdom of 


II. What confirmation to our Faith, he certain here, 
and of rhefe Powers of DarkneG, doth clearly afford. 


<a CO WO NTNTY nm OM 
== 6 Regs 
© m. That great truth of the immortali of the Soul, with the 
E _ evidence to reaſon; & _ _ the certainty 
ai 
RA How Con mINg 2 Seal to {TP great change 
which paffert be all men by Ft on for aun 3 
coal ley Fr 


$$ 
V. Sorne ſpecial affiftatices t6 theChiriſtiatis Faith of an eterval 
Fn y dhe Hearen, n, wot ro.ſerye an unavoidable —"—_—— 
F on the A 
VI. Somer RF viſible Hell, in ſorke near approgch here- 
"of —_ mens ſenſes, held forth to awake and convince 
"the Wotld'of fuch a ſtate of hortour and torment in ano- 
' ther World. | de 
"vil Some affiftances toour Faich of that great rewehof 
© Keſurredtion of the Body. 


CHAPTER TIq. 


The Confirming work of Riligion further improved with 11ſpet to | 
this diſmal and amazing time wt art eee ro in. - 


EY 


SECTION, T 


-j bold forth what may be boch for light and aye: 
tion upon this great diſtreſs the Churches of are 
wy under. 


7 SECTIO N It. 
! OW great 2 talent we ſtand zccountable for in this day 
of ſuch immediate and extraordinary appearances of 
.the Lord for confirming rhe ſame publick cauſe of rhe Re- | 
- formed Church fince the Reformation, which we are 1 
gi calledts adhere to. | '65 


| SECTI ON ITT. 
VV Har manner of cime is the preſent lor of the 
Church now fallen in, and what judgment we 
ought to have hereof from the Scripture, for our furtheſt 
— EE: in ſuch a day, 73 
- SECTION IV. 
Ome ſpecial ſervice thar we arc now called to, and ac- | 
| countable for ; in behalf of the truth, and for anEtify- 
ing the Lord 1n the eyes of others, whoare under ſo great 


a calent of Light and LA9Y os eot in cheſame” 77. 
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T he True and Infallible | 


For attaining a confirmed State in 


Religion, &c. 


_—_—_— 
_ | 
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CHAET 


The Primitive Gonfirmation im the trath of 
 Chmnſtiantty , held forth and cleared, im its : 
continued neceſſity and uſe to this day, m — 
ſeven Poſitions. | : k bs. 


\ HAT nothing can be of a more ſad 
and threatning aſpe& on the preſent 
. ſtate of Religion mm all the Churches 
D of Chriſt, than that utter eſtrauge- A 
ment, moſt are under, to the true grounds of Faith, bh 
and to thoſe fundamental differences berwixt Chriſti» "3 
anity, and every falſe way, which no pretended Reli 
gion can lay claim to, Thi reaſons of the Poſition, 
are theſe, 1, That it 15 too yihbly manifeſt, how no 
men in : the world know fo little of- their own pro- 
feſlion; of any _ art, or ſcience, as Mo 
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Pokit, L. 
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(2) | 
who bear .the . Name of Chriſtians, Or are (6 
generally: ſtrangers" to the Truth and: firmneſs ef 
the Principles thereof, for maintaining either a 
due Valuation, or powerful ſerice of the ſame 
on their Soul; ſo that an implicit ahd Traditional 
Profeſſon is the only part and propritty Which | 
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moſt can claim in the "Truth, and DeQrine they | 


profeſs. 1I. That very rarely-alſo is any Serious 
Perſonal Inquiry and Tryal, if there be indeed 
ſuch a thing as an Experimental and Soul quick- 
ning- Religion in the Earth, That can bear the 
expence of the moſt diſmal and affliging times, 
and hath fo great a temporal Revenue, as Peace 
with God, an Immediate Communion with him, 
the Joy and Comforts of the Holy . Ghof, when 
we are under ſuch preſſures of trouble as are a. 
bove the ſupport of Nature, III. That the fur. | 
theſt account, why moſt ge under the name of 
Chriſtians ,. rather than of any other form , can 
riſe no higher than Cuſtom and Education, that 
it did beſpeak them from their Birth, and was 
the Religion of their Anceſtors 5 yea become in 
thar manner natural to them as the Cuſtoms and 
Language of their Country. Which are grounds 
that would determine to the very oppoſite Profef- 
fien, if they were ftated under the fame circum- 

ſtances, and had the ſame motives to be ahbu- 

mmetans ; fince it is fire theſe can found no other 
Afﬀent, than is ſuitable to the Nature and Strength 
thereof, IV. That thus it is, plain the moſt ' nume. 

rous part of Viſible Profefſours ; are deftitute of any 

defence from internal motives, and folid convidti-: 
on of the truth they profeſs, upon its own evidence ; 
and there was never more cauſe to fear, ſome un- * 
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Us) 
uſual- apoſtacy from the very viſible profefiion of 
Chriſt , upon any violent tryal and -affault this 
way, When ſuch find it more eaſy to render up 
their - Religion , than to- adhere to the ſame , un- 
der ſtrong temprations, who yet never knew that 


2 ſubſtance , advanrage, or certainty herein, as 


could »preponderate. with the want of all external 
motives ' tor ſuch a profeſſion. 

Poſar, 11, That thus one of the higheſt ſervices of 
theſe times , for the publick good of the Church, does 
convincingly lye here ; tos bawe the faith of affent 
to the. truth and doetrme' of Chriſt, im 'a clear and 
firm certainty of the judgment, on its own evi- 

e, more wigorouſly-- promoted and the pr 
means and-aſhiſtances, which the Lord bath given 


| for this end, in ſome other manner yet improved, 


than ſeams to ve at this day, for a more untverſal 
uſe, The grounds to inforce the neceſsity hereof 
are theſes I, That it's ſfure' wherever the Goſpel 
is revealed" ' to men, it comes with fo full an 
aſſurance -of underſtanding , and ſufficiency of 
objective evidence, as can admit of no -poſsible 
doubtfulneſs herein. Which is the credit and glory 
of our religion, that in no other way i doth require 
acceptance , but with the furtheſt conviction of 
evidence, II. Becauſe the expreſs delign and ten« 
dency of this bleſſed revelation, is no lefs to 
found ſuch a rational affurance in the judgment, 
of its truth , than to ingage the will and conſent, 
for iwbracing thereof ; and though ſuch great de- 
monſtrations for this end can only , in juo genere , 


{| have a convincing influence to perſwade rhe un- 
{derſtanding , yet are they* of -ſuch weight here , as 


| next to the demonſtration 'of the Spirit of God , 


B 2 they 


o 8 a. att? + < yn . , x " * 
ES Fe node oe ans es oe ee eee od on a 
5 : Saas Eu WP F;62.- - , bY, " Z oy br 
. 


(4) 


they are the greateſt means to bring up mens aſſent 
to a full and quieting reſt on that ſecurity to which 
they muſt truſt themſelves for ever,. and to ler 
them ſee, that this even here by the way, is 
afluredly full , though not yet their enjoyment, 
II. Becauſe this faith of aflent, ſhould be firſt 3 
followed in the order of nature, as being the very 
firſt principle of converſion, to know and be ſure, 
that God hath ſent his ſon into the world to- fave 
finners; wherein as the Holy Ghoſt _is not the. 
Obj:Aive, but the Efficient Cauſe of our Faith, 
ſo 1s not the internal work and Teſtimony, he 
gives on the Soul the firſt Teſtimony, but muſt 
ſtill have reſpe&t to the. revelation of the Word 
withour, and ſuch demonſtrative evidences. thereof, 
wherewith it 1s revealed to the world, Nor may any| 
ever ſeparate , that which God hath himſelf fo. in«| 
diflolubly joyned, IV, That there is ſo.” convin- 
cing a neceſiity and uſe hereof to the Church, and 
in a ſpecial way with reſpect to the youth, for aff 
more- firm laying of the groundwork of their 
Chriſtian profeflion, and for the ſced-plot of a 
blefled and defirable growth amongſt ſuch in this 
day ; that they might thus know early , ſomething 
of theſe primary grounds and demonſtrations of the: 
faith ;ſo alſo is it a ſtudy of that high importance 
as I humbly judge ſhould be of notable uſe for 
Manuduction in the firſt place to Students of Divi 
nity , before they launch forth in that vaſt and in: 
menſe Ocean of the ſpeculative part thereof ; and 
for being at ſome greater advantage thus for 
carrying on ſuch a confirming work in the Churcl 
in their future ſervice, ,, V- Yea of what uſe. might 
this be with reſpect tq,many , who may be fore 
= haunted 
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infidelity, and to weaken them in the very foundations 


of their faith ; who are wholly unfurniſhed of any - 


ſuch grounds and arguments in their judgment to 
repel the ſame: and ir is certain that to believe firmly 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel , that God was manifeſted 
in our nature, to ſave man, 1s with reſpe&t to the 
objet a much higher a of faith, chan to believe, 
that he will ſave us; fince as the one doth unſpeak- 
ably more tranſcend all human reaſon than the 
other, ſo doth the Apoſtle thus argue from the 
greater to the leſs, Rom, 8, 32. that he who 
gave. his. own ſon to the death ; will he not alfo 
with bim give us all things ? | 
Pofir, III. That ſach s Confirming Work, was 
moſt [pecially followed in the Prattice of the Primitive 
Times, and one of the great Ends of the Miniftry of 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 50 have this Faith of 
Aſſent and Dofrinal Certainty thereof, on its proper 
Grounds and Evidences, deeply founded in Mens 
Fudgment ; is ſo clear as cannot come under Debate. 
I. That this way did the great Author of our Pro- 
feſſion himſelf take, not only by the Authority of 
his Word, and the Power and Energy of Grace, 
but with that Convincing Evidence and Demon- 
ſtration of his Truth to Mens Underſtanding, as 
might found alſo a firm and rational Afſurance here- 
of, II. That for this End, he did pray the Father, 
Fob. 17. 21, and was fo much prefſed herein, thar 
fo great an external Demonſtration of the Truth of 
the Goſpel, in the Concord and Unity of his Peo- 
pic might be kept clear, that the World might thus 
flieve that he was ſent of God, and haye a deep 

Conviction hereof wrought ia them, by ſuch an E- 
B 3 vidence 
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_ "wvidence, IT, That one fpecial Intent” of the Go- 
ſpel of Luke, was for this end, Zuke 1, 4, 'That 
men might know not only the things themſelves by 
a naked Relation, but the Certainty of theſe things, 
wherein they had been formerly Inſtruted. 
IV. That herein did the Miniſtry of Apolos- fo 
brightly ſhine forth, 4#, 18, 28. And was then | 
of moſt ſingular uſe ro the Church, by that clear-j 
neſs of rational Convichion and” demonſtrative Ar- 
guments for the Truth of Chriſt, as the greateſt gain- 
ſayers could not withſtand, V. That it's ſure it was 
then without Exception exprefly required of the 
meaneft within the Chureh,. to be always ready to 
render the Reaſons of their Hope to all who asked :; 
and not only ro know what they did B:lteve, but 
. why they did ſo, as is clear, 1 Per, 3. 15. 
- This could not be by bringing forth of internal Evi- 
dences, for Conviction of others, but by giving 
them an account of the moſt cogent grounds and 
demonſtrations of the Goſpel, as might be. moſt 
prevalent, and confirming to the weak, and leave 
others inexcuſable; and ſeems to have been then 
ſpecially prefſed in theſe Primitive Times, as a' proper 
Tt of their Chriſtian Profeflion. VI. And we ſee 
herein alſo, how much theſe excellent Bereans were 
taken up, and were fo highly commended of the Holy 
Gbhoſs, A&. 17. 11. To know the demonſtrative 
part of Chriſtianity, and by its own evidence, with 
that intire harmony and conſent of the: Scripture 
therein, and their being thus diligently intent in 
that comparing-work of Religion, to ſee the 
eruth thereof not fingly and apart by themſelves 
alone, but in that joynt-union 8 coherence wherein 
they ſtand, each in their own room, for copfuming 
+ | 2 OY : HF 1 an 
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and giving light to other, - VH, That this-was th 
way alſo., wherein the Goſpel" did come to the 2 
Y | Gentile Church is clearly ſhewed x Thefſ. i. 5. 
2 | Not in Word only, but as in Power, and m the Holy 
: Ghoſt, ſo alſo in much Aſſurance of Underſtanding, 
upon its own Evidence , which was that way, it did 
1 fo wonderfully prevail over the world againſtinature, 
= and the ſtream of fleſh and-blood, that ſtood in the 
© furtheſt oppoſition rhereto. - VIII. That one of the - 
© greateſt ſervices of the Apoſtles in their vifiung the 
5 Churches, did exprefly lic here, Afts 14, 22. To 
confirm the ſouls of the Diſciples in the firſt place 
in the certainty of their faich, and then in exhort» 
ing them to: continue in the ſame , fo as they mighe 
follow the Lord, with the furtheſt light and affurance 
of Mind, amidſt the great Tryals of ſuch a time, 
IX. Thar it's this way alſo the World is rendred in- 
excuſable for their misbelicf of the Goſpel, when un- 
der ſuch ſufficiency of means given for thisend, by fo 
great a diſcovery of the confirming evidences of its 
rruth, ſo. as they can have no pretence herein, but 
an obſtinacy and reſolution not to be convinced ; on 
which ground doth our Blefled Lord teſtify, thar it 
was no want of light, upon the certainty of his truth, 
why men did not receive it, but that they loved 
darkneſs better rhan light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil; and when ſuch clear, rational, and convincing 
evidences. are laid open to their view , how moſt 
men poſhbly can get theſe put by or reje&ted, is not 
eaſy to comprehend, but that a real lIrritation and 
torment of  Spirir, from ſuch clearneſs of evidence, 
doth thus.more tend to harden than convince: 
Polit, IV. That there is a continued neceſſity of 
ſach « Confirmation in the Faith to thi dey, what 
| B 4 T ever, 
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everegn be objefted of (6 lg « emſent and prefer: 
tion of time in the profeſſion thereof, is fully demon- 
ffrable on theſe grounds. 1, Becauſe it is ſure, rhe 
Chrifrian faith doth ſtill need theſe affiſtances and ir 
isa ſtrange miſtake,that only for Heathens and Atheiſts, 
ſuch confirming evidences of the ſame ſhould be pro- 
poſed,bur not for any under a viſible profeſſion, when f! 
the whole of Divinity, and Doftrine of our Faith, is | 
fo full of demonſtrative arguments, for-;the daily 
uſe of the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſtians in their: paſſage 
through time. 1. That as the higheſt motives to 
all ſcrzous  godlineſs and the moral duties of Chriſtia- 
nity muſt needs be from its known certainty to-us, 
ſo is rhe Continued uſe thereof to be ſtill the ſame, 
III. That theſe numerous tryals and. conflias of 
Chriſtians now, do no leſs call for ſome higher 
eſtabliſhment in the truth on which they muſt alone 
reſt when all viſible props fail in their judgments,than 
of ſupporting grace; noris it conceivable-how men 
can this day walk in the light of any true joy and 
comfort, without a more - ſolid affurance' of their 
being on ſafe grounds herein than moſt ſeem to reckon, 
IV. Becauſe the revelation of the Goſpel, and of an 
eternal ſtate in another world, is ſo great and won- 
derful;as it's ſtrange how this is not the higheſt inter- 
eſt of mens life, to bave their faith more deeply con» 
firmed on the furtheſt cryal oftheirſecurity now by the 
way herein, who muſt ſhortly make fo great a tryal 
thereof at death ; for if we were but ence come 
thus far as to ask our own Soul what the Chriſtian 
Faith indeed is, that we are thus called to believe, it | 
could not poſſibly but beget ſome . extaſie of won- 
dering at the greatneſs thereof , and'' to reckon 
any light and implicit aflent to the ſame: as a degres 
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V. Though there be no conflict with Heathens,as in 


' the firſt times, yer wasfſuch a ſpirit never at a higher 


pitch than it is now to'take off ail firm afſent to the 
orcateſt principles' of truth, when Atheiſm ſeems 
to be at its laſt attempt in the. world , and we 
are fallen in ſo amazing an hour ' of the: power of 
darkneſs as makes theſe latter times more remarkg- 
bly- perillous and trying than the firſt, VIS Yeait 
ſuch a confirming work, be one. ,of.. the greateſt 
means to advance the repute and honour of Religi- 
on,when its wonted awe and veneration is fo far loft, 
and to awake men to deeper impreſſions of its rruth, 


when ſo few ſeem now under any ſuch weight ; then 


It is certain there was never more need of the ſame 


than in this day. | 
Pofir..V. That ſuch a Service to the Church, doth 


not only reſpe&t the more knowing, inquiſitive, and ju- 


dicious part thereof, but the meaneſt Profeſſcurs of Re- 


hgien aiſ0, of hers this is neceſſaray required, is E- - 
. vident on theſe grounds. I. Becauſe each Chriſtian © 


ſhould have undoubtedly ſuch a bal/aft on their own 
Soul, of the ſolid and rational- Grounds of their 
Faith, as well as thoſe of greater parts and Endowy 
meats ; the promoting of which were it more deeply 
conſidered, 1 dare. humbly. adventure. to fay would 
be found one of the choiceſt means to. promote Chriſ- 
tianity this day; II, Becauſe this is not to drive any 


to-doubt or queſtion the leaſt ſincere degree of aſ/ene, - 4 


though it be not with ſuch ſtrength of evidence as 
in others, nor can by. that: formal ene 
give the ſame account thereof ; fince-a few grounds 


..this way may ſpecially help to ſome falid convidion 
& confirming of theje mind, when they may, be igno- 
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both of Atheiſm and 1Indifferency mn this matter. | 
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rarit of many ether cogent arguments for this endg; 
bur *tis certain alſo the greater clearneſs of evidenee 
doth ſtill in the appointed /way of means lead'in to 
e more firm and ſtrong afſent-of rhe judgment, to 
the truth of oc Religion.” III. Becauſe the ſtrength 
of the foundation in it ſelf cannot be enough if it be 
\not with ſuch a known evidence, as men may build 
firmly and with affurance thereon: Nor hath the Lord 
thus only deſigned to-give his people an infallible and 
ſure teſtimony to adventure on, bur that it ſhould be 
made ſure alſo to them. IV. Becauſe none can in 
truth (ay that Feſws is the Lord but by the Holy. Ghoſt, © 
x Cor. 22. 3. by which is not to be under 

ſo mych the necetiivy of ſupernatural grace, for 
a ſaving faith, but that none can give a true aſſent 
and confeſſion of - the fame, bur from theſe grounds 
and arguments which are revealed by the Holy Ghoſt 
unto men for this end; and as it*s certain that theſe 
Charaters & evidence of Divinity, which are imprint- 
ed on the whole revelation of the Goſpel, may be 
; Clear and demonſtrative to our judgment, ſo are they 
as truly divine , as the doftrine which is confirmed 
thereby, V. Becauſe there can be no poflible cauſe 
for Unbelief of rhe truth from any intricate obſcure- 
neſs of the ſame, when the Lord hath given ſuch 
great aſſiſtances to our faith to be as milk for babes 
as well as meat to firong men. And though.it be 
objected that the furtheſt objeAive evidence of the 
Goſpel, with ſo clear and ſtrong a conveyance 
thereof, 15 yet ſo little operative on moſt ; the ſame 
might be ſaid alſo of the whole letter of the Scrip- 
ture; but tho this tends not in the leaſt to reſolve 
.our Religion into any meer exerciſe of reaſon, and 
leaves the whole work of the Spirit, in its energy and 
—__ T7 ..57 operati- 
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operation therewith on mens ſouls, intirey. Jet doth it © 
fully evince ſuch a ſufficiency of evidence.with the 0 
Chriſtian faith, as makes any doubtfulneſs herein 
ſimply. impoſlible ,. through want of the greateſt 
advantage of means ; yea ſuch as- are of another 
kind than to induce only. a probable per/xvafion of the 
fame, VI. Becauſe it is one of the ſaddeſt Symp- 
toms of the preſent Scate of Religion, that. ſo. few 
almoſt in whole Congregations can give. any clear 
Afﬀent to the Truth and Certainty thereof, bur to 
Amazement both live and dic Strangers to the fame, 
yea how many of theſe who are otherwiſe. Serious 
in Religion, yet have their Faith Sfarwed this way, 
and are deſtiture of any ſuch ſupport ; but as it is 
not the wumerouſneſs of Profeſſours, but the Strength 
and {olidity of their Faith, wherein the Churches 
Strength moſt lies, and hath more flouriſhed in a 
few ſuch to beget a greater Awe and Veneration of 
Religion amongſt Men, «than at other times in the 
greateſt Multitude ; fo is It the Glory of Divine 
Truth, "that it can ſubſiſt by its own proper Evi 
dence, and preſerve its Station inthe worſt of times, 
when all External Arguments do moſt viſibly ceaſe, 
Poſit, VI. That #*s fully demonſtrable and clear, 
how no ſimple inſtruttmg of men in the general Prin- 
ciples of Religion, can be the proper and' adequate 
means for ſuch a Faith of Aſſent to the Truth there- 
of, on its own Evidence,” or anſwer that Apoltolick 
Pattern of laying the Foundation, Heb.6.2., But that 
ſome ſpecial Duties elſe arecalled fer to ſo high an end; 
ſuch wherein not only that true Primitive Confirmati- 
on in the Chriſtian Faith might bave ſome Prathical 
uſe, but we might alſo Hope therewith, for a moreve= © 
marhable out-levting of Confeming Infnyces of the = 


e 


Spirit of God, What is to be underftood herein 1 ? 
ſhall humbly offer in a few particulars, 

I. That it is one of the greateſt concerns of the Af; 
wiſterial Work, and of the Key of Dofrime, to have 
all who hear the Goſpel, in the firft place: preſſed 

to take Religion ſo far ro. Heart, as to make a ſeri- 
ous inquiry into the Grounds and Reaſons hereof, 
and thyg to know their being on ſure ground here- 
in, not becauſe they know not another way, but 
becauſe they know this is the alone way of Truth, 
to which they dare truſt their Immortal Souls. 
IT, That for this End the Supream Truths of Reli- 
on be -repreſented with that certainty of Evidence, 
and Demonſtration, as both ſuch great and marvel- 
lous things do require, «and the temper of ſuch a 
gain-ſayimg Age now calls tor; and to have this preſ- 
ſed more on mens Judgment and Conſcience, that 
the things of God, which are of the higheſt Confſe- 
quence, Reality and Subſtance, can have no poſſible 
Reception by any implicite or probable belief there- 
of, nor can admir any pretence for the ſame, when 
the Lord hath given ſuch kind of Proofs and Evi- 
dence, as leaves. mens darkneſs herein without any 
ſhaddow of excuſe. 

II. Thar it peculiarly belongs to the Catechetical 
Work of Religion, to take ſome account of the mean- 
eſt Profcflours thereof, and with a ſpecial reſpect to 
the Touth; of their Faith of Aſſent to the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, on what grounds:and certainty of evidence 
this is founded, apd for their inſtrufting therein, as 
well as in the general Principles of Religion z when 
.one of the moſt ruiningthings to theChurch lies here, 
that the Profeſſion of moſt is laid in ſo deep an Ig- 
norance, .as they have almoſt nothing to ſay for the 
——_ | ALTON NO "2 hme, 


ſame, but a naked Affirmation, I khow the difh- 
_ culty hereof for the weak may be. objefted,. but 
withour juſt cauſe z fince as the Prime "Truths of 
Religion are few, eaſie and plain for the meaneſt 
Capacity, ſo alſo are the Primary Evidences and 
Demonſtrations of our Faith, 1t ſuch once with that 
defire did ſearch after the' ſame, as for'a hidden and 


invaluable Treaſure z wherein this refpe& ſhould be _ 


Rill had, to difference berwixt what is Initial and 
of a more fundamental concern for the weak, and 
what may-tend to an hygher growth and increaſe of 
others, 


HL. It.ſhould be of greateſt uſe and advantage al- 


fo for theſame end, that the yowg growth now ca- 
ming up inthe Church, were pur to give ſome ex- 
licit Evidence of their Conſent and Choiee of the 


rofefſion of Chrift, fo far a; may witneſs a Ratifi- - 


cation of the Bapti/mal Covenant, now as their own 
proper Deed, wherein they were implicitely inga- 
ged in their Infancy. Some fpecial-Grounds ang 
Reaſons for this, are; T. Becauſe God will have 
his Service freely entred in and upon choice, as that 
way which 1s moſt agreeable to his Honour ; for as 
the Covenant binds mutually, fo do the Seals there- 
of alſo, and therefore upon our part is Baptiſm a Sa- 
cramental Oath of Allegiance to God. 11. Becauſe 
it tends to a more reſolute and firm adherence ro the 
Service of God, that this buſineſs ſhould be perſo- 
nally brought home toMens Conſfcience,efpecially be= 
fore their firſt admittance to the Sacrament : of rhe 
Lord's ſupper,and thus to ingage them as 7oſhua did, 
Chap. 2.4.22, Te are witneſſes againſt your ſelves 
herein, and they ſaid, We are witneſſes, Ill. Becauſe 
this is expreſly held forth 12 Per, 3; 21, where = 

$4000 


$ID : ra. ; * 4 "© , 2 
EN IE Ce KI, , MP am * et "_ «it wo End? Oh Pee” : 
SL he ES Ws . "FER i er &_ Yoo oe Fo Re 8 
4 No. . s Cs Ne 
& *; od L- > LT ne 
: S x4 
; BA. 
* o W- 
” 
= 1» 2h 
s T > 
*. Rs” 
# "3 
» 6 E 
J 7 : 
. 


(7 _ bt bw WES 
Wn Ds 4s 


(14) _ 
tiſm is caked the anſwer of a good cqnſcience toward 
God,upon this ground, that ſuch then who were come 
to years of knowledge, were perſonally brought to 
confirm-by their own conſent that ſolemnIngagement 
and Dedication by Baptiſm to be the Lords,and there- 
fore it is called zmpuryua, Which 1s vox urgs, and 
fignifies, /ponſio, & ſtipnlatio publica inter Chriſtia- 
yum, & Dominum Chriftum, as the moſt Judicious 
Commentators on that Scripture do clearly render it; 
and fo this was a ſpecial part of the Primitive: Pra- 
Etice, not only with reſpe&t to ſuch, who were 
Converted from Featheni/m, but were born with- 
in the Church, and Partakers of that Seal of Baptiſm 
in their Infancy, to bring them to anſwer to that 
great Demand of.the Covenant, Do you now Con- 
ſent upon Evidence and Choice, to be the Lords, and 
to be a Subject of bis Kingdorn, and embrace the 
Laws thereof, and do you thus in Gincerity- and 
Truth declare the ſame wherein you have'a good 
Conſcience before God? And of what blefſed Fruit 
and Advantage ſhould this be both for the Increaſe 
and Honour of the Goſpel, if this were more deep- 

taken to Heart for ſome PraQtical uſe, according 
to the Rule, and Primitive Pattern in the Churches 
of Chriſt? 

LV. Ir were ſpecially defirable alſo, that there be 
ſome clear view and ſummary by it ſelf, of the moſt 
cogent Grounds and Demonſtrations of the Chriſtian 
Faith, with r ſp: both to the Do&rinal, Hiſtori= 
e#l, and Propherical part thereof, and in that man- 
ner accoinmodated, as the meaneſt within the 
Church mig! + have ſuch a help ſtill at their hand, 
and thus wir- he leaſt expence of time, be provi- 
ded 0: ſuch :+ -yrcnts and Reaſons, as ſhould tend 
(through 


, x 


furtheſt rational Aﬀent, . and Certainty of the Truth 
of their Profeſſion, but ro give a moſt ſpecial ſup-: 
port of Mind againſt that inward Tryal of Satans 
Temptations and Fiery Darts this way ; yea is ſuck 
a mean, that in the ferious Improvement hereof by 
having ſuch Evidences once brought in on Mens 
Judgment and Conſcience, ſo as to fee with their 
own Eyes the Truth of the fame, I muſt humbly 
Judge, there is nothing, next to the internal work 
of the Spirit, of this kind, might tend more to pro= 
mote. the Kingdom of Chrilt in this day, 

Poſit. VII, That as there are ſome more (igual Peri- 
odsof time, to which @ preater brightneſs and increaſe of 
Light hath reſpef} under the New Teſtament ; ſo doth 
there now ſem to be ſome remarkable Call and Excites 
went,to ſuch «a Gonfirming W ork,in tha day about the 
Chriſtian Faith ; when we may boge that a more 1a 
lemn and reſtoring time of Religion #2 the World, is 
0n 4 near approach, (though all ſenſible evidence would 
ſeem to controul this) and may be now more looked 
after, and prepared for, under a ſmitable Impreſſs 
0s of theſe Grounds for the ſame. 1. Thar the pro+ 
miſed time of the Converſion of the Fews doth aflu- 
redly draw near ; and whatever be judged by ſome 
of the Lords immediate Appearance herein by a A4z- 
rack, yet is it unqueſtionable that norhing in the 
way of means could be more promifing and hopeful 
to promote this great end, than. by promoting ſo 
great a Service as this for the Chriſtian Church, 
IL That a greater extent alſo of the Profeſſion of 
Chriſt amongſt the Genres, and rending of the 
Vail-that is now over many dark Nations, ſeemeth 
clearly inſured therewith ; and what a hopeful E- 
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I (16) © 1 

* vidence ſhould this be if ſuch a Pablick avd Catho- 

litk Spirit were more ſeen, how to: advance. the 
| higheſt Ends of Religion on ſuch an account, with- 
out reſpe&t to any partial or divided Intereſt ?. Yea 
' that this bleſt Zzal of God might in that | manner” 
appear to havethe dark World get a more clear.and 
convincing proſpect of the higheſt rational "Demon- 
ftrations of Chriſtianity, as might through the Lotds 
Gracious Concurrence bring ;men once to an- Igui- 
ſttive and Serious Spirit about the ſame. Oh thar 
fach may be raiſed up in this 'diſmal hour with. 
ſomething of that ancient Spirit, -to travel with de- 
fire for the Salvation of Adankind, and of whim it 
tnay be ſaid; as of bleſt Nehemiah, theſe are indeed. 
gome to ſeek the welfare of their People, in_theis 
greateſt Intereſt, 11]. And this farther excitement 
we are now under for this end, in a time when 
Popery ſeems to be upen one of its laſt and greateſt 
Afaults againſt the Church fince it's ſo clear that 
what ever tends to Confirm Men in Chriſtianity 
from their own Tryal and Inquiry upon the Con-. 
firming Evidences thereof,. muſt have the ſame Na- © 
tive reſulr, to make ſuch Confirmed Proteftants g. 
yea nothing is more demonſtrable than that the Me- 
thod and Grounds that are taken both to ingage and 
fix men in the Popiſh Profeflion, have the ſame ra- 
tional Tendency to promote Atheiſm, and te give 
Infidels the greateft Advantage to reje&t the Profeſ- 
fion of Chriſt, He hat hath Ears to hear, let him 


bear, Amen; 
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Qu. 1 VV's. Reaſons, and Demonſtrati- 
f; 1can.you give for [0' age 4 

F-# » as that ef the G Jorious Being of _ God, 
as inviſuble to: humane Senſe ; ; firice ihts F; the Fekp- | 
dation of , Religion ? 
Anf,:. pA 1s Erigcipally founded on the .. © 
SacredsT wat and Authority of his own Whrd, yer  * 8 
- TI am with 4 furtheſt Infallible Evidente confirmed RE 

herein;,, A1;\ That it caq be no' more fure,*thar this 


marvellous frame.of rhe Heavers and Exrth barſya_, 7 


being, and is the Obje&'of cur S:nſe; than'thar's 
Supream, Infinite Wilts and Power muft be the 
firſt cauſe hereoh, and it were ſimply impoſſible. 4c 
could ever aberwile have beer, 1. Thar he hath 
thus made himſcif /2/ible to our Eyes, by ſuth n $4- 
fible World; and in ſo exquiſite an Order and' Corre- 
ſpondence | to ſupport the ſatne, as nothing ftands 
alone by it ſelf; but in a Tige of mutual reſpeet, 


which runs through the whdleCreation: We may - 7 


Qs Cicarly thus (ce, that God is, as thar there is* 
an inviſible Scul in a living Body. TI. That "this 
Harmony is amongſt thioss, in their off Naurs ” 
C i 
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ſo Contrary and DeftruQive. to other, for to hold 
this wonderful frame, as all muſt abandon Reaſon, 
or ſee an infinitely wiſe Condutt berem ; and no 
_ need of Extraordinary Miracles, to Confirm what 
the whole Conſtitutions of Nature do Witneſs, 
IV. That this rare frame”of man could never have 
come in being, bur by him who could Unite ſuch} 
diflerent Subſtances as a Material Body, and an In-| 
material Soul, in ſo near and marvellous an' Union, 
V. That there is ſuch an univerſal Conſent of Man- 
kind in all Ages thereto, as ſhews Religion to be 
founded in the very Nature of Man, and as Effenti- 
al to his Being, as his Reaſon is, yea that the ultt- 
mate difference of Man from the Beaſt, and moſt 
efſential Property of humane Nature | lies here. 
VI. That though every one be an Enemy to what 
torments him ; yet it was never poſsible for an A- 
theiſt to free himſelf from that unavoidable Senſe 
and Fear of a Deity z nor, in a World fo much loſt 
in Wickedneſs, could heever extinguſh the awe of 
Religion, or make any rational Oppoſition to this 
greateſt Article of the common Faith of Mankind, 
VII. That the Reaſon of the whole Conſtitution of 
Nature, and viciſsirude of things here, 18 fo great, 
as, without ſhutting out the uſe of Reaſon, we can- 
not but ſee, how nothing poſsibly could have been 
better; and that any want hereof in the whole frame 
of the Univerſe, would be as the Diſſocation of a 
Joynr of the Body, and were not conceivable to- be 
otherwiſe than it is by Infinite Wiſdom appointed. 
* VIII, That it's ſimply impoſsible that God Blefſed 


for ever ſhould not exiſt, or that this Univerſe, -| 


( which is a work ſo highly becoming the greatneſs 
of irs Maker )) could poſably (bfiſt for one hour or 
F | minute 
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minute of time, without a Supream Independent | 
Power and Being, on which all "Viſible Beings have ' 
their Dependance, , fince they cannot depend upon 
nothing, IX, That ſuch is the abſolute neceſsity 
of the Faith alſo of a God-Head, as without this the 
ſtate of Mankind could not morally ſubfiſt, or any 
poſcible Order, Subjeftion, Piety, and Juſtice, be 
to ſupport Human Society, but as Bredwardine ſaith, 
O quam neceſſe eff hanc eſſe, quem inpoſſibile eſt non 
eſſe. X.How- plain 18 it,that men cannor but ſee theſe 
eftes of his Power on the Conſcience, in the Cer- 
tainty of a Propherick Laght and Diſcovery as hath | 
been oft given of Future things, and in the undeni- 
able Truth of Miracles, ſo as ſuch a Prodigy as a 
profeſt Atheiſt, can have no claim to humane Race, 
as 2, rational Being, more than the greateft monſter 
in Nature to be a true man, 

Qu. II. What doth witneſs the Worlds not being 
Eternal, and its firſl Original and Beginning from 
God, to Confirm your Faith herein, by rational De- 
monſtration? | 

Anſ. I. That Eternity is an Incommunica- 
ble Perfe&tion of the firſt Cauſe, and that which is 
made up of corruptible and periſhing things, as this 
Vifible World cannot poſsibly be in it ſelf Eter- 
nal ; nor could ever produce it ſelf, ſince thus it- 
muſt both be and not: be at the ſame time, 
which is the greateſt Contradiftion, II. 'That if 
there be ſuch a thing now as fixze, there can be no 
judging of Days, Years and Ages to be Infinite, or 
how one thing in a continued order, ſhould thus go . 
before another, without coming to ſome firſt begin= 
ning, TI. If there be a gradual: Increaſe of buman 
Learning on the Earth, and a further diſcovery of 
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Arts and Sciences ; and the" greateſt Experiments, 
and Inventions have been but of a late Riſe'and 
Dare ;z then can there not poſlibly be an Ecernal 
Succeſſoniof Mankind, with'a continued .Progrefs 
and Experience this way ;-nor-can it be that bur-of 
late vne, part of the World is known and 'diſcovered 
to another,” *BV., That. fo ſhort aa Hiſtory as we 
have in the moſt Ancierit Reeords of time, were 
wholly Inconſiſtent with ſuch-an Eternal Duration, 
or that Infinite Ages' preceding ſhould leaveno re- 
membrance to Poſterity, when fo ſmall a-meaſtre of 
time, as a few thouſand years, have. left ſo much. 
V, Nor could men beget 'men Externally. without 
going back to ſome firſt man, "who could:not be- 
get himſelf,” VI. That if Erernity be preferable to 
time, then ſhould nor the exceilenteſt being inthe 
Erth, An, be thus corruptible, and only this in- 
anime Mats of the Earth Ecernal, V1, "That in- 
finite Agespaſt, : though they ſhould have but-multi- 
plicd the rate of man in an Age,to two or three more, 
ſhould have come to that at lalt, that the-whole Pre-: 
cinct of the Earth could not potlibly bear the pro- 
duct of ſuch an infinite Increaſe ;, and no'Wars or 
extraordinary Judgments were ever yer known to 
be ſuch, uz to reſtrain ſuch an unavoidable/growth; 
Qu, Hf, What infallible Evidence to Reaſon ts 
there of 2 Suprearn Providence, both in the Conſer- 


vation, and Government of the World ; for Con- 


firming your Fai:h of the Scripture herein? 


Anſ. 1. That it 15 clear tne- ſupport of this 


— 


great trame os the Univerſe, with that conrinued 
and regular courſe of naruce herein, 13 as flmply im- 
palble without an infinite Divine Power, 2s 1ts farft 
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Providence as reſpeCts ſo infiumerableObjets,) with 
ſuch a Contrariety both of Qualities and Pa | | 
e ſame, muſt needs be)from an Infinite and Intel- 
nt Cauſe. 111, "Fhat all things to. this day, cone - 
1h that eſtabliſhed Order of ſecond Cauſes, 
in God hath plaged them by a Law fo Vilſibly 
Impriſyred on the Aly of things without Reaſon, 


that tlhey do as exactly anſwer the fame in their pro- 
per Curſe and Star7on, as ff they had a rational 
Knowleylg of their fDury. IV. That Univerſal re- 
. | ſp, the Sur n !Y, F;rmament hath to things here 
El b<low,thipugh ar f great a diſtance,wkich doth ne1- 
F ther ceaſq, or groW weary to ſend forth irs beams and 


tf bÞiddenur ace fo the meaneſt Creatures,may let us . 7? 
»K cleariy ſeq,hoW Whath the ſame Viſible Uſe and End - 7 
\| to Corfirgn an Ircopprehenfible and Infinite Provi= . 
> dence ab ut the meaneſt things,” as well as the great- 
i eſt. V, {\ #3\immediate Precedency: of the Soul in 
- that lefler?V'3rlg of Man, bears the ſame Evidence 
; therewirb;7Which though we neyer ſaw with our eyes, 


yet doth undeniably . aftuate the whole body in its 
= Functions,as the proper Spring of every a&t and Mo» 


| tion 1H, VI, It is thus fyrther confirmed, by 
| rheſe continued viciflitudes and turns of Sammer and. —} 
| Winter, 80 of day and night, that man might bave, 45 


both Light for his Labour, and Darkneſs as a cove- 
rigg for; his Reſt, VIL By ſuch Viſible Niſcoverics 
o' Digine Judgment, and Execution of bis Laws on 
men here, as all may ſee his Hand thereiy, who yet 
-will not hear his Voice inthe Word. .. VII, By theſe. 
ex:rraordimary and wonderful Works of Providence, * 
which have bcen in all Ages. IX, By fo evident *» 
2 teſtr2int both over Dewils, and wicked Men with- 
out Faich they would quickly diſturb the whole frame =: 
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A REA Earth, and make it uninhabitable for Human 
| Society; if their being thus.Bounded and Chairied? S 
rtainty: of their Being 


were not as Viſible, as the C 
X, By ſuch a Natural Obligation to Moral Dutie's; 
with the Sence. of a difference betwixe good gind 
evil, as is founded in the very rational Naturfe of 
Man.,. that none can poſſibly root out, even where 
the Scripture is not known, XI. By that Natural 
Confidence alſo in God, which all Menhaye, and 


recourſe to him on any preſent eXtream hazfard, to 


Witneſs not only that the moſt High bears fRule in + 


theKingdoms of men, but that the Scnce fand Eyi- 
dence hereof is unavoidable. 2 | 
a, IV. But doth this preat \dminiſtyr 
Providence, about human Afair. 45 unc 
appear, in a difterencing betwzxt t1* Rigak 
the Wicked, by ſome Recompence to tf, One 
w:ſhment to the Other, as in the eſt at 
Nature? - 7 oo _ 0 
- Anſ: It is certain that ſuch as defire a\ Confirm. 
ing of their Faith herein, want it not, with the 
furtheſt Evidence, but may ever ſee that «TR Con- 
formity in the whole Diſpenſation of Providence, to 
the ReQitude and Perfeion of the Divine + Nature, 
and how a firm belief that God is, and that be is a 
Rewarder of them that Diligently ſeek bim, is one 
and the fame Faith ; when we cannot but fee, 
], That natural ſenſe of good and evil, and effential 
difference betwixt the ſame, which 1 ſo firmly 
founded in the Reaſon of all Mankind, as no human 
Laws or Cuſtom could ever take this off their Con- 
ſcience, or make: an indifference herein, without 
extinguiſhing the very Nature of Man ; to ſhew 
that Eternal and Unchangeable difference, which 
een, el + 
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|ebe Holy Nature of God hath put betwixt' them, 
My. That we fſee the worſt of Men fo conftrain'd 
an awful Senſe-and Repard of Truth and welde- 
ingNand to acknowledge the Lovelineſs and Exce!- 
lencyhereof, ' as does make them ſeek their own re- 
a falſe ſhew and counterfeit of the ſame; 
es ſuch a Being and Riſe ro that dreadful 
'e of Hypocrifie, Ill. That it's the Truths 
Priviledge ever to ovtlive Falſhood, and prevail 0- 
yer the ſatne, yea to have the greater Triumph af- 
ter its foreſt Conflifs; and how this is of as funda- 
ſticutivq in the courſe of Providence, 
Eftabliſhment of Nature, IV. Thar 
| Nan was formed in'the Earth, doth 
true Foy and\Stenity of Mind, ceaſe to be the Na- 
tive reſult of'Wwe/lJojing, or the Fruit of Righteouſneſs 
to be Peace ani Aſſurance of Mind, nor hath it ever 
wanted a Witneſs, even before any Word given of 
the Lords taking Plesſure herein. V. That it's ſo e- 
vident, in the moſt diſmal times, what a publick 
Bleſſing ſuch are, who by more extraordinary Try- 
als have been put to the higheſt Exerciſe of their 
Grace and Patience; yea how . Vilſibly ſuch have 
' been promoted to the moſt honourable Service for 
God, and to advance the Credit of Religion before 
Men, who on the firſt fight and view have been 
accounted the moſt miſerable of any, VI. Whilſt, 
ou the other band, it may be ever ſeen, how with 
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dreadful] than any outward Affliction, ſuch as jadi- 
cial Obftinacy, and Blindneſs of Mind in Oppoſition 
fo God, even when their own ruine'is made. Viſible 
to them herein, VII. How oft men are thus evi- 
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the greateſt Proſperity of the wicked here, there are | 
Puniſhments of another kind Diſpenſed, and more 
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Seritf Fondimncd, 1s be bu 4 by 
fome ſtrange meaſure of Temporal Succeſs and Profs 
perity, before ſome grear. Fall and Rule, as "th b 
fue beredf in the laſt feere'of Providence, doth/tul: 
ly atteſt. * VIIT, Thar it's ſeen alſo, how Sin/doth 
ever bring its own Puniſhment wich it, in ſorrie "bes 
gun Degree both of Shame and Tormem | nd, as 
Seneca, an Heathen, could -fay,” Fhat "Wackedneſt 
was. the moſt exquiſite Contnever of burma Miſery, 
| fo the World likewiſe may ſee Row @'preſent immut 


nity from Judgment is no releaſe, but when its 
Sentence is not ſpeedily Executed,” Yer s if at laſt ſure- 

Iy exccured. IX, And how evicent ir, that the 

| preateſt harers of Godlineſs are ye imfgreed to juſti- 
by fi? the ſame and the Chriſtians chor=herein, as the 


greateſt Wiſdom, upon *any ſurptizing Stare_and. 
Extremity ; yea bow ſuch would Þe ylad to joyn 
Intereſts then with ſuch'tn rheir Death, whom they 
moſt contemned in their Life.” | Ee 
Qu. V, MWiow & it Convincing and Demonſtrable, 
ihet God hath £3000 any clear and expreſs Revelath 
z of bis WA ard Counſel unto' Men, and that ſuch 
oa w.nletul Record 's mndoubred!y extant-in the 
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of Geo, and not alls rhe Truth of ar eftabli- 


Law, «nd Rale of Commerce betwixthim and 
4 man here, fo 28 to know both what we" ſhould do, 
w 2nd whar we ſhould Expeft and Hope from ' him. 
-Þ HT hat this allo muft be Known and diſplay its Pow-- 
i er and EZ:cacy to rhe World, m that manner,and by 
o fach infail8le Evidence of its Truth, as may” render | 


Il iexchf: ble, who give not intire Credit thereto, * 
ff, Tear be ne merecer ard aflured that there. 


q. 


is bhut'one Sun i in oaks 5 inf FE therg; W 
but-one Fountain,and Repoſitory of Saered Light about - 
Religion; which is the Scripture, and uts beivg the 
alongpublick Standard of trugh to-the whole 'W arld, | 
IV. Thar - no way: was ever made known to rECO» 
ver mankind- from a ſtate of Bondage, Darkneſs, 
and Miſery conſiſtent with the very uſe of reaſon,” 
ee bur by this is Bleſſed lighr which fhineth there, V. Yea C 
7,0 thit there is as viſible a 'difterence,, betwixt rhe 
u'll ſame and zny- pretended Religion, which-ever was. + 
its ll Hefides 'im the: World, -as there 15. befwixe day and 
E= night, which 13 founded) i in the immutable nature of 
Ie theſe- things-in theeaſelyes. VI. That there is ons © 
fs proper Sphere, where this glorious Light of Divine | 
e Truth ris: fixed, and -wherein, it, ſhines forth, from 
d one  Ape«.to another ; 3 Which is the Chriſkian 
n (Church. 
2 Qu. VI. But what - more peculiar evidences can 
you ' ſhew of the Divinity of the Scriptures, zhat «ab 
: may ſee them to be of. infallible truth? - 
. Anſ. 1. That it's ſure ſuch a boek is this day in * 
J the Earth, which nocreated wiſdom could ever Wh 
ade, and. contains. ſuch things of higheſt concern 
to mankind, as does infinitely exceed the bounds of 
human. ability and invention, and could never have 
been diſcovered. but by God kimſelf, U. Thar jc 
gives forth - ſuch exquiſite /aws and conſtitutions of 
our religion, as men-muſt needs ſee the holy nature, 
purity, aud perfeftion of Ged, moſt brightly (bining. 
forth therein,” - JI, Which doth elcaver to great © 
and proper a relief for all rhoſe evils ang milerics that = 
do -artend this fallen-eftate of man,,,as nove. bur.an 4 
all-fugicient God'could work, IV. That he alone E- AI 
muſt be the author of this bleſſed record, who | 
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gules the World, and hath determined the changes 


and revolutions thereof, when it is not moreevi- | 


dent thar theſe viſible Heavens are ftretched forth 
over the Earth, than&hat this Line of che Scripture 


ſtretched over the whole Work and Frame of 
Providence, and doth moſt clearly and brightly i#a- 
winate the ſame, V, That ſurely this. was the | 


product of Infinite Wiſdom, that ſo great a variety 
of matter ſhould meer with ſo vifible a concent and 
harmony in one perfect and intire frame ; yea knit 


in ſo cloſe a bond of union together, as makes the 


whole Bible to be intirely one prece ; though in the 
writing of each diſtinC&t part thereof it could never 
have poflibly been contrived or foreſeen by human 


wiſdom, as we ſee here, of fo admirable an agree- 


ment and correſpondence, as is in all the parts there- 
of, VI. That none elſe could have ſpoke toche 
World, in ſo Majeſtick a way, and fo becoming 
the greatneſs and ſoveraignty of God, to aflume 
ſuch a. ſupremacy, and give forth Laws for abſo- 
lute obedience from all Mankind. thereto, and on 
ſuch a penalty of eternal deſtruction g or that any 


impoſtors, either poſſibly could, or durſt have, in 


ſuch a manner, perſonated the fame, V II. That 
3t muſt needs be his word who perfetly knows what 
15 im man, and hath anabſolute authority over the 
Soul, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts thereof, 
who thus not only gives law to the Conſcience, 
and our inward parts, bur doth eſtabliſh an internal 
Religion there, no leſs abſolutely, than what reſ- 
pets our external work and actions VIII, Yea 
where all may ſee the Penmen thereof under fo 
intire a ſubjetion to the doctrine which they 
taught, and that it is no contrivance of - their own, 
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8s they did record their own failings, and imper- - 
| fe&ions, in behalf of the truth ; and did thus alſs 
require all juſt reſpe&t and obedience to Magiſtrates, 
when through the whole Earth they were then 
orcateſt Enemies to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
IX. That this muſt be his Word, who alone can 
$ derive principles of life to his own inſtitptions, and 
& animate the fame with a quickening Spirit ; and is 
a work above the contrivance of Angels or Men, 
when dire&ted ro each new trial' of the Church, 
and Perſonal cafe of Chriſtians, as though it had 
been alone written for that time; fo that I can be 
no more perſuaded in reaſon that there is ſuch a Book 
as the Bible in the Eartb, than that it came from 
Heaven, and is the alone rule of Religion, and 
of Divine Revelation, for the governing of Man- 
kind. | | 
' Qu, VII. How & the ſecure conveyance of the 
Scripture demonſtrable amidſt all the changes of times 
paſt, and that there could be no prſſidle tendency to its 
corruption? | 0 ge apes 
Anſw. 1. That it's ſo undeniably the farſt rule 
which” ever was given to mankind about Religion 
and the' alone publick fandard of Truth, that hath 
endured the trial and inquiry of all times paſt, fo as 
ro pretences in the matter of Antiquity could yet 
ever be to the contrary: II. That there is ſo exact 
an Harmony betwixt the Old and New Teftament, 
as the one 1s a vilible tranſcript of the other, in its 
accompliſhment z that I can be no more ſure of ſuch- 
a venerable record 'as the Old Teſtament, and its 
unalrerable conveyance to the Church, to which 
the whole race of the Jews is yet a ſtanding witneſs, 
than boy it is continued and periected in the y- 
IR oo Ihe io _ | ; ' ation 
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_ of | he Goſpel, WY but one _intire frame, 
ITI, That'its deliverance was by no private deed 
bur by a publick truſt ro the whole (Ls, 
Church ; ſo as it were more ealie in the way of. 
realon 3þ queſtion the moſt fundamental flatures_ 
and laws of any Nation, by -which mens private; 
*1ght and property is ſecured, than the rruth hereof, 
IV. That under the Goſpel ic hath been fo ful ly | 
diſperſed over the World, andin ſuch Various lan- 
guages; that an :npumerable company. of . Cari 
ſtians theſe 1600 years paſt, have been as common 
living Books of the ſame. V. Tha: thoſe nume- 
rous Verfions and CommeHtaries written thereon in 
diverſe Languages, do fully evidence they had the 
ſame Scripture, and no other than what we have 
this day, VI. - T'gat this was Ge! '.yered * z the 
Church not only in writing, but in thc torm of 
ſound words, for keeping clole thereto, as could 
_adrt of no poſſible rendency to corrupt or alter 
the ſame ; beſides the continued and publick :efe- 
rence that Bath been fince the firſt Apes of the Goſs ' 
pel to irs deciſion, which all theſe ſharp controver- 
ſizes, that. have been in the Church on all lades, da 
mevitably require. 

Q:. VI tt. What doth confirm the fall of man, and 
entry of fi f n into the World, this way, from clear and 
UAV? Didable evidences of reaſo;? _ 

Arſw. ). That there is ſuch a thing as fin. and 
evil in the World, with tne ſence and conſcience of 
guilt ariſing hercon,amonglt all mankind, ,can need 
Na - gd AGF Ev} dence. It Thar 3 It 1: Gmply ampoi- 


man, or cf=:t; tlalty (9 donging't 10 his feſt frame wh 
con! tucion, hace then there could bena confkience 


cf 


- ing myſtery of the Revelation of Chriſt 161 
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of himſelf; *in hi firſt-frame; nor could/it be any 


fin, toiaHt 


* 
. on 


thouph- alone 'revealed'tin''the Seriprire, 3s to the 
frue'cauſe' thereof, yet tnay be av/evident'to reaſon, 
as the truth-of his beipg now js; 5520 77 I 


+ ANOTHER ii; TRON "Ip! 
Qu.' I. "A ' RE thir# futh affiftances'to rhe*Chrifts 
* {IA an Faith wporthat grew —_— b- 

0 
as can'fully anſwer Mg; thereof frond tlear and 
infallible evidence to "Mens Judgments? OY. 
" Anſw. Tt is ſure there conld nothibg poſſibly: be 
 Celired*tmore_to fatrsfie the moſt doubtfaland ſuſpi- 


cious *mihd- than is given for the furtheſt'certainty- 


hereof,” T, Thar ' ſuth*s glorious perfor as the Me- 
fab was'to come, and'be' anvinred 'to' that” great 
work of redeeming mankind from {mand miſery, 
and bring man back again unto God ; and thas 
this promiſe is the alone foundation,: whereon the 
church was founded fince man fell.” I; Tharal 
the numerous types and ſacrifices under the Law, 
&3d fo exprelly tend” to confirm their Faith of thac 
one 
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| _—_}x = n n_-.; 
one bleſſed Propitiatory Sacrifice which was tobe 
offered up. 11]; That long ere the New Teſtament 
was written, there was ſo clear and exact a-protrai- 
Eture..-of the Jſeſſias drawn forth jn the O14, with 
ſuch peculiar marks whereby he ſhould be known 
to the church, and infallibly take place in the event, 
as men could not upon any Scripture evidence expect 
his coming in another way. IV. That his bum;- 
liation and ſufferings were ſoexpreſly held forth and 
foretold, with the peculiar. circumſtances thereof 
in the 53, chep. of 1/aiah, and 9.-of Daniel, as it 
they had been Eye witnefles of the accompliſhment 

thereof, V, That even the ſpecial ſeeſon and pe- 

riod of time for accompliſhing this great promiſe was 
ſo far made known, as upon diligent ſearch and in- 
quiry, its near approach might be diſcernable and 
clear to what, or what manner of time this did ſpe- 
cially relate ; for which both the Fall of the Mo- 
warchjes, and Daniels ſeventy weeks were ſet up as 

High-way marks to guide mens Faith herein. 
VI. Thar. it's fimply impoſſible according...to the 
Scripture, how the pramiled: Meſſias could be yet 
to come, except the Fews were put in'the ſame 
ſtate they were in at his coming, when now for 

theſe 1600. Years there hath been no Scepter, nor 

- Lawptiver, no Temple, or daily Sacrifice, VII: That 

this great myRtery could never poſſibly have entred 

in our thoughts, or be deviſed by any created un- 


derftanding, 


. Qu, IL But are there as clear and infallible evi 
\ dences of the truth of this great promiſe in the event, 
that ſurely the bleſſed Meſhas of the World $5 n0W 


come, as that it is (ure he was promiſed ? 


Anſw, 
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 -(fafw. It's beyond all poſsi 
ſo Drvine bo and munurs wap 
of Tiberius Ceſar manifeſted to [/rael, . with no out- 
ward ſhew or obſervation z who did ſo great and 
marvellous things, before all the people, as were 
above all created power, yea, that he was Crucified 


at Feruſalem, under. Pontins Pilate, 1s a truth in 


the matter of fact, that both Jews and Heathens have 
been enforced to confeſs it: II, That this-ſpecial 
ſeaſon of his coming into the World is the great Epo- 
che and period of time from which the Chriff;an 
Church,hath ever fince to this day reckoned her ſtate 


and ſucceſfsion,is undoubted and clear alſo. 11. That. 


the time of his appearance unto the World, did 
ſo exatly ſuit that which was foretold by the 
Prophets, that the Fewiſh Church was at that time 
with greateſt intentneſs looking after the Aeſſias 3 
ſo as ſome remarkable /mpoſtors took occalion from 
hence to deceive the People herein. IV. Thatin 
him who was then revealed, and whom the Chri- 


ſtian Church worſhips, it's ſure, was moſt exaCtly - 


fulfilled, what ever was foretold, concerning the 
Mefſsias in the Old Teſtament; and we do appeal 
herein to theſe Records which all the Fews evenito 


this day do acknowledpe to be Divine. V. That 


this was not done in a corner, but in the publick 
view of men in thoſe days, moſt known to all and 
famous ; yea by the ſpecial appointment of God at 


fo folemn a timeof the Paſſover in Feruſalem, where 


Chrift our Paſſover was then Sacrificed, VI. That 
no humane intereſt or policy could poſsibly be 
in this diſcovery of the Goſpel ; when nothing could 


| have been more viſibly croſs thereto or obſtructive 


of its ſucceſs, than fuch a publiſhing of the Jearh and 
ſuffer- 


3.89 

BY 
* 1330S 
- 2-8 


*> of 


" * ' > DOCSIS 
: oats. 2008 FPS a 
*; b ” N : Je : abs 
3 » Sod 5 ot C3 3 La 
gs + * 20ers 4 ”—_ le . "I. I's — a, 
- "Dy + $5,240 


erings of onr Lark, with al the incignnd 
ET which attended. rhe ſame, h 


any way here» to conſult Carnal Reaſonz cor: any 
other ground to bear it out chan the evidence.and 
certainty of its truth, VII,-Fbat_ herein, bave all 
divided parties :avud ſe&s in the Chriſtian, Weld 
been enforced - ſtil ro meet and. conſent, in.an ac+ 
knowledgement of the ſubſtance thereof, VIII, That 
in the fame light which 'was eld forth in;the Old 
Teſtament about the, Meſſias, -did the whale. Genle Þ 
:Charcb enter; and made elaim to their right. for be- 
-Ing adopted the Seed and Children of Abraham, on 
theſe clear and expreſs Promiſes given for the ſame; 


jad] 


_*which -the Jews could not but confeſs to. bs: of Dj 


Vine Authority, _ 
Qu, TH, What confirthation, js it to Fr Clrid an 
Faith, that the coming of the. Mesſias ſrns be lefer- 


ed for 4000, Years after the Promiſe ? 


Anſw, "Though the ſoveraign. pleaſure of Gad 
Thould filence and fatisfie our mind hereing-. yet-is 
:there ſuch-a- fight to be had hereof, and. of:infigite 
Divine Wiſdom thiniog forth'in the ſame as ſhould 
be moſt confirming for theſe ends, I, That there 


-mighr be a more diſtin& repreſenting of the glory 


of this Miſtery to Angels.'and Men, in ſuch a gre- 
Juai opening up of the ſame, 11,” To pht that 


; weight and high value on his own Promiſe. and. Te: 


fimony herem, when on the alone credit thereof, 


»be would \.thus both try, and bear out the Faith 
'of: bs Chureh, tor ſo many Ages, \and draw. forth 
-their defires and longings 1n all that long ſpace of 
'time -after--the ſame, 111, To teſtifie the grearneſs 
:of his wrath.again{tSiz and the Apoſtacy of mankind, 


oy ſuffering - the- generality thereof to lye, ſo long 
under 


©. Sw. > 


4 we a 9. 


%&S ws 5 wv wu 


SS. > LAI. Ee... 


under its fatal effefts, IV. 'To prepare the Chur 
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ſhine forth in firmplicity, and trath and in #s inter- 
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for ſo great # reception, by all that long preparatory 
ſervice of legal inſtitutions, it highly becoming 
the greatneſs of thys 97yfery, to have ſo ſolemn and 
wondrous an introduction thereto. V, "Thar thus 
the World might have its full trial of the inſufficien- 
cy of natural abilities, and ef any improvements of 
bumane Wiſdom and Learning, for help; after 
this had firſt been at the furtheſt height both in 
Greece and,Rome, before the alone Redeemer of the 
Church came. | 

Qu. IV. What can offer furtheſt convittion to the/ 
World,of the Truth of Chriſtianity from its nature and 
internal excellencies ; and that it is no leſs eſſentially 
good in its ſelf, than evidently true ? 

Anſw, I, It is undeniable even to thoſe that 
live at a diſtance, thar ſuch is the zruth of Chriſt, 
that though all viſible and. humane props ſhould 
fail, it can ſubſiſt by its own evidence, and autho- 
rity over Mens Conſciences ; - and hath thus ever pre- 
ſerved its ſtation in the worſt of times. II. Thar 
as it holds forth the moſt exquiſite rule of | perfection 
to- follow, ſo doth it bring the greateſt relief to 
the diſtempers of the mind, and thoſe miſeries which 
attend the humane ftate here; ſo that a higher 
glory doth thus reſult ro the Holy God, by this di{- 
penſation of Grace to fallen Man than if he had ſtood 
in his Primitive ſtate, Ill. That it is ſure the 
Truth and Doctrine of Chriſt: doth narively 
tend to fix men in a ſtate of. ight and Commu- 
mon with God, and in a State of Separation in 
ther Principles, Afﬀetion, and - Converſation from 
the World, IV. That it; doth more brightly 
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wal and wital as, than in any outward form or 
ſhow: Yea in the way of ſelf-denial, meekneſs, and 
poverty of ſpirit, doth ſuch an excellency appear, as 
in its own nature, hath as viſible a difference from 
the proud and vindictive fpirit of this World, as 
the day hath from the night, V. That ſuch Chri- 
ftianity , can be known , by no naked deFrinal dif 
covery of the ſame to mens judgment, or ſuch jj 
rules as any humane ſcience i8acquired by, with- 
out an inward power, and principles of a new life ; 
nor can thereever be aright knowledge of Divini- 
ty, until it be firſt ingrafted in a Divime Heart. So 
far is this 929ftery above all humane rule, and con- 
trivance, VI. That it is ſtated in the greateſt op- iſ 
polition to any falſe ſhow or hypocriſy ; yea, brings 
ſuch inforcements therewith * candor, and truth, 
and of Jowe, tenderneſs and ſympathy towards others, 
as all muſt ſee is not only the higheſt ornament and 
perfe&tion of our nature, bur the greateſt bleſſing to 
tbe World that ever was known, VII. That ſuch 
a native luſtre and fragrancy doth attend the truth, 
and ſimplicity of the Goſpel,as makes it no more poſ- 
ſible for humane &@77 or cunning to repreſent this, 
than to make the dead image of a max to live, or 
to paint on a board the wital ſcent of a Violet or 
Rofe, to our Senſes, VIII. That in this way of 
the Goſpels ſubduing Men to the Obedience thereof, 
by the power of inward Grace, the Glory of Chrif 
doth more eminently ſhine forth, than if he had 
appeared for this end with the greateſt outward ma= 
jeſty and attendance of Angels to our Bodily Eyes. 
IX, 'That it is viſible that the whole World be- 
ſides, that is without the revelation of Chriff, is, 
a place where horrour, faiſchood, and impicty do 
manifeſtly reign,  - 0 


Qu. V.-But how do you recerve ſo wonderfull a : 
truth, as that of the Goſpel 1s, when it's now ſogreat ' 
& diſtance of time from its firſt promulgation, 

X Anſ. 1. That we can be no more ſure and per- 
* ſwaded of the moſt viſible and preſent objedts of ſenſe, 
"© - than, that this is the ſame Goſpel which is ſtill ſhi- 
"Z niog forth to the world, whereby an innumerable 
1} company of all nations, rongues and languages, haye 

received the ſpirit, and been ſealed ; yea, it hath 
3 made that change upon men, in turning them from 
"& ungodlineſs and idols to ſerve the living God, as 
'B hath been no leſs marvellous than the turning of ſe 
'E many wolves into lambs. II. That it i the ſame gof- 

| pel which not only through a ſeries of 1600 years 
BH hath been atreſted, but by ſuch innumerable wit- 
| meſſes who counted not their lite dear unro the death 
| for ſealing thereof, and found ir ſweet to be offered 
up in the Flames for Chriſt, ITT. Which in all 
Ages paſt hath ſtood out the greateſt oppoſition that 
ever the World made to any intereſt, while the 
weapons of its Warfare were Spiritual, and not Carnal; 
and with that ſucceſs that made the time of the - 
Churches hotteſt Perſecution from Heathens the time 
alſo of its moſt remarkable ſpreading in the World. 
IV. That the ſame Goſpel is revealed this day, 
which hath had ſuch diſcernible tr;3umpbs and ſucceſs 
when no external affiftance could be had for irs 
and there was no viſible power by which ir gained 
the moſt ſavage and dark parts of the Earth to rake 
on the Tak of Chriſt, and prefer the objefts of 
Faith to the moſt defireable obje#s of Senſe. V. Yea, 
rhe Goſpel hath not only had ſuch wital influence on 
Mens Heart and praCtice, to change 1: into the 
ſame Image ; but that herein the doCtrine of the 
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” Croſs of Chrift in the greateſt ſwplicity hath fil 


been the moſt effe&tual way of its conqueſt, and the 
greateſt attraftive” on Mens Souls to receive the 
ſame, 

Qu. Vi. How « it demonſtrable that ſuch re- 
markable ſufferings of times paſt for the truth” of 
Chriſt, were both founded on the alone certainty there- 
of, and carried out by a Divine Spirit above any af- 
ſifance of Nature? - 

Anſw, That it is ſure, I, Here was no Comedy, 
Play, or Perſonated ſufferings which the Primitive 
Chriſtians, then and in after times, did endure for 
Chrift ; or that theſe unexprefiible torments and 
pains were any Dream, and Deluſion either to them- 
ſelves or the World, and that their adverſaries did 
chus conflit and wreſtle with their own ſhadow in 
ſo continued and cruel an oppoſition. I, That 
the Foy and Exultation :of Spirit theſe Witneſſes 
had amidſt their Torments, ( who otherwiſe wanted 
no ſenſe or feeling of their Pains and Sufferings, ) 
could have no riſe but what was ſupernatural. 
TIT. That this could be no poſſible difſimulation or 
counterfeit when they were ſtepping into Erernity,nor 
the product of a diſtempered judgment ; whilſt all 
mighr ſee whart ſeriouſneſs of Spirit, Tenderneſs, and 
Bowel: of Compaſſion to their Adverſaries they did then | 
evidence. JV. Thar thoſe greateſt ſufferings were 
upon choice, and Chriſtians haſtned ro endure them 
rather than to be ſafe at the rate of receding and de- 
parting in any thing from the Truth. V, Yea no 
natural Reaſon can comprehend how ſuch mean and ' 
teeble perſons as many of theſe were, ſhould endure, 
what would have made the greateſt natural Courage 


to faint, as if rhey had foregone all Humane Paſſions 
which 
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which Fleſh and Blood muft needs have herein'z @ 


that I am conſtrain'd to ſee ſomething no leſs maryel- 
 Jous and ſupernatural in the Faith of Martyrs, than 
in the Fajth of Miracles. 
SECTION HIIL 


Qu. I. J'S # fully demonſtrable, that the Faith of 


a Deity, and of ſuch an eſtabliſhment as 


8 religions worſhip, muſt neceſſarily determine Men, 
and conſtrain them to be Chriſtians, on thi ground 
that they cannot but ſee how Religion hath not ano- 
ther Being inthe Earth, but in the Truth of Chr 
ſtianity ? 
Anſw. [It is imply impoſſible to make a rational 
trial herein, and not ſee the certainty of this demon- 


ftration,to be thus clear, [. That there needs no more 


for any of a ſerious ſpirir, but to comerand ſee, what 
the whole frame of Heatheniſm was, and if it be 
poſlible to deny,(even under any ſenſe of the law and 
dictates of Nature, ) its being the higheft reproach 
of Mankiad 5 and that the very myſteries of that 
Heatheniſh 2worſhip, were ſo horrid and impure, as 
they needed a Vail from the common view of the 
| World, - JI. Nor can there be a rational reflection 


this day, on that ſtrange Monſter of MMahbumeta- © 


niſm, but as of a viſible Prodigy of the Judgment 
of God, on theſe parts of the Earth ; upon their 
Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, by giving men 
up to fuch an Impoſture, as expoſeth the very name 
and form of Religion ro derifion ; and can never 
claim a reception either from the purity of its rule 
or internal evidence of the truth thereof, or of its 
having any poſſible confiſtence with it ſelf, IILThar 
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it's ſure alſo that the Fewiſh Religion bad never ano- 
ther Being but in the Truth and Faith of Chriſt+ 
anity, and where this Foundation is divided from, 
it hath none at all ; yea thar that People unto this 
day are ſuch a Confirming Witneſs to the Chriſtian - 
Religion, as it's ſtrange this doth not beget deeper 
Imprefsions on Mens - Spirits, So that there 1s an 
abſolute neceſiity, we muſt either forego the uſe 
of Reaſon, or ſee, if there be not ſuch a Rule gr | 
ven and Revealed for Commerce betwixt God and 
Man, as the Scripture, (where the Laws and Con- 
ſirutions of the Chriſtian Faith, are for this end 
held forth,) that it's then ſure there 1s no ſuch thing, 
as any Religion in the Earth, but what were fo 
highly irrational and abſurd, as ſhould rather juſti- 
_ he Atheiſrs, 

Q. II. What ſpccial Confirmation to Chriſtianity, 
can thu Viſible State of the Jews bear, who are in 
. Þ expreſs an Oppoſition to the Geſpel of Chriſt ? 

Azr:{. If this were brought near our thoughts we 
ſhould find it one of the great Afſiſtances to our 
Faith, TJ. Thar it's ſure there is ſuch a People and 
Race, as a Living and Viſible Evidence to our 
Senſe, of the Truth of that renowned Nation, and 
Church of Iſrael, ro which the Oracles of God were 
committed; and thus 3s ſtill, as ſome part of the ev1- 
dent ruines of that once flouriſhing State, TI. That 
the World may ſte, ſuch a People kepr by themſelves 
and not mixed with the Nations, whoſe Fathers from 
one Generation to another did ſtill own the Divinity 
of the O!4 Teftament ; and doth atteſt that Doctrine, 
in which the Truth and Subſtance of Chriſtianity 
lies, even whilft with greateſt malice they oppoſe 
the Chriſtian Faith, to witneſs that there can be no 
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pokible Colluſion and Deceit bere, ITT. Their be- 
ing under a ftroak of that Fudicial Induration and 
Blindneſs of Mind, as no Reaſon could poſsibly 
comprehend ſucha thing, how they ſhould not ſee 
che Light in the very Noon-day of the Goſpel, if we 
were not expreſly foretold that they ſhould be con- 
cluded under ſuch an Arreſt of Judgment, until the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles be brought in. IV. That fo 
immediate an appearance of God, is in the Fudge- 
ent of that People, both in the manner and conti- 
nuance thereof, as no inſtance could ever be found 
to reſemble the ſame, ſince man was formed in «he 
Earths and is as a Confſpicuous Monument of 
Divine Wrath, ſer up for every Age and Time of 
the Church, ro turn afide and conſider this great 
fight, and inquire what means fo ſtrange and ama- 


Zing a thing, as the State of the ſcattered Fews- is, 


now under the Times of the Goſpel. V., That this 
Deſolation on them and ftroak, had ſuch ſpecial 
concurring circumſtances for giving Light thereto ; 


as being not above forty eight years, after the Death - 


of Chriſt, with their hands, as it were, hot and 
reaking with that Blood which they had wiſhed on 
them and their Children s rhat it ſhould be at that 
time of the Paſſover, which was the very ſame of 
the Sufferings of our bleſſed Lord there, and point- 
ing as with the finger at the ſame as alſo by the 
Romans, whoſe Intereſt in their Oppoſition to Chriſt 
they pretended to own, 

Qu. III. 1s the way and manner of the Goſpels 
Promulgation ſuch, as no other Profeſſion could ever 
| pretend to, and where all may ſee there can be no bu- 
man Intereſt or Contrivancg in the ſame? 

Anſc It is undeniable, that no Intereſt elſe was 
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ever in ſuch a way promoted, and it does exceed all 
natural underſtanding, how the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity could in this manner prevail, .]. To perſwade 
men without any Moteves, or [nducements from 
this preſent World, to 1mbrace a Do&ttrine ſo who]- 
ly repugnant ro Natures yea to prefer an Intereſt 
of things not ſeev, and which none ever mm the 


Earth ſaw, tothe molt deſirable Objet?s of Senſe. 


II. To admit no mmplicite Reception trom any, but 
on their exacteſt Inquiry and Tryal herein; or in 
| another way claim an Intereſt in. Mens AﬀeCtions, 
but by a-full Aflent of their Light and Judgment to 
the ſame. JIT. To admit no Gratification to the 
moſt Predominant Defires and Inclinations of Men 
towards any Darling Sin ; which according to hu- 
man Wiſdom would be judged of an abſolute ne- 
ceility for gaining any Acceptance with ſuch ; yea 
fo give no parfial reſpeft to the greateſt Princes 
more than-to -the meaneft, IV, To. purſue its In- 
tereſt, by ſo plain a Diſcovery ' of the Death, and 
Suffering s of our Bleſſed Lord, with the whale Jgno- 
2iny thereof, when nothing could more evidently 
controu] ſuch an end by any Rules of human - Wif 
dom and Policy, if there had been- conſulting 
with Fleſh and Biood herein, V, And it's ſure 
there could be no defign, without an immedi- 
ate Divine Power, in ſuch a manner to plead the 
Intereſt of Chriſtianity with men, by inſerting Af- 
fiction, and the Croſs in the firſt entry, as Eſſential 
zo the Profeſſicn thereof, and bolding forth the Ne- 
ceſſity of taking on the Yoke of Chriff, withour 
which none can be his De/ciples. 

Qu, IV. But wherein doth the Evidence of that 
great Denonſhration of the Goſpel moſt clearly appear, 


in 
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in the Love and Unity of Chriſtians among them 
ſelves, which we find Chriſt doth ſo ſpecially preſs, for 
rbis end, that the World might know, and bave ſuch 
a Viſible Seal of bis Divine Miſſion ? Fob, 17, 21. 
Anſ. The greatneſs of this Demonſtration may 
be thus evident to all, IJ. That it's fo clearly de- 
monſtrative of the Purity of our Religion, which can 
admit of no Bitterneſs, Strife, Recrimination, or 
ſuch Indecencies of Heat and Paſhon, which are the 
fatal Eftedts of Diſcord in the Church z and thus 
lets us fee the Excellency of the Spirit and Rule of 
the Goſpel, - IT. Thar thus alſo we may know the 
Power and Efficacy of the Truth thereof, bich. & 
according to Godlineſs, upon Mens Hearts, in ſubdu- 
ing theſe Diſtempers of the Mind and Judgment: 
III. That this doth ſo ſpecially tend to make Reli- 
gion Lovely, and to draw forth matter of Praiſe 
and Blefling ro God from the World, when they 
ſee ſuch a Native Effect of Chriſtianity as this, to 


make thoſe who profeſs the ſane in that manner _ 


ſhine forth in Tenderneſs, Humility, and Brotherly 
Love, fo that they become as a Publick Good and 
Blefsing to Mankind in the places they are in. 
IV. This appears alſo from the Naturg of that U- 
non in the Church of Chriſt, and amongſt his Fol- 
lowers, which only*'a Divine Power could both 


Frame and make EffeQtual ; and it's ſure that no ' 


Humane Society or Conſtitution could ever claim 
ſuch an Unity therein as this is ; where not only Per- 
ſons of all Nations and Languages, and of all Con- 
Gitions, both high and low, but of the moſt diffe- 
rent Intereſts, Humours, and dividing Circumftan- 
ces in other things, do yet in fo marvellous an Har- 
701 meet in the Body of Chriſt which w his Church 

FOR here 
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here in the Earth, V. Becauſe herein alſo doth 


the Glory and Honour of our Bleſſed Head, more 
eminently appear in ſecuring this Unity of his 
Church, under a Djverfity of Light and { Fruibe. 
otherways, by a Spirit of Love, Meekneſs and Con- 
deſcendence amongſt his People ; than by impofing 
the moſt ſevere and abſolute Uniformity in all 
things, to be the alone Condition of Chriſtian Com 
munion, 

Qu. V. But what ſtrength and evidence doth this 
Demonſtration of the Gofpel, now bear in ſo divided 
a State of Keligion, and when the wounds and breaches 
of the Church this day are like to bleed unto Death? 

Anſ. Whatever jaſt cauſe be of grief, yet 'is 
there none for darkning the Truth of this Dewwon- 
ftration, on thele grounds. T. That none can de- 
ny the Perfetion of the Rule of the Goſpel,for there 
18 a moſt firm and intire Unity amongſt all the Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt on the Earth-[]. That noOppolicion 
1s made therero, but what hath been foreto/d as one 
of the greateft T'ryals of the Church under the New 
Teſtament, and the Spirit of God doth moſt expreſ- 
ly point at in theſe /atrer times, TIT. Becauſe the 
furtheſt Oppoſition thereto can be no more cauſe for 


any to ſtumble, or queſtion theT'ruth of this Demon 


Pration, than whether there is a Dewil, whoſe great- 
eſt delign hath ever been to divide and break Chri- 
ſtians amongſt themſelves, IV. Becauſe this Union, 
which is chiefly Ayſtical nk Inviſible, is much 
greater often, than what this way may appear to 
the World, and of that kind as is not interrupted 
by diftance of place, or any want of Local Com- 


munion, V, That ſuch a guard 18 ſet by the Lord | 


unto this picce of his Glory, to oppoſe any In- 
| vaſion 
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vaſion thereon , that there ſtands an Angel with a 


flaming Sword, upon every hand in the Commands 


and Threatnings of the Goſpel, to ſecure this Bleſ- 
ſed Unity of the Saints amongſt themſelves, fo as 
none can invade the fame bur or their higheſt Peril, 
of oppoſing that which is as the Apple of Chriſts eye, 
VI, That it's ever found that this Demonitration 
hath ſome clear Evidence amongſt fuch who are in- 
deed the Diſciples of Chriſt, and according to their 
advance in the Life and Power of Chriſtianity doth 
the more brightly ſhine torch z ſo that the nearer 
the Lines are to the Centre, the nearer alſo are they 
amongſt themſelves. VII. Thar in all times there 
hath been ſome tremendous »ark of the Judgment 
of God made viſible on ſuch who are Comtentious, 
and have made it their work to Cauſe Diviſion in 
the Church and ſow difcord among Brethren. 

Qu. VI. But what hath the Church now in theſe 
latter days to Compenſate, and make up the want of 
that great Demonſtration by Miracles, and ſuch ex- 
traordinary Confirmations of tbe Chriſtian Faith, as 
were in the firſt times ? 

Anſ, 1. We may hereby ſee that the Seal of 
Martyrdom, which came in the room of Miracledto 
the Church, hath exceeded that which was in the 
firſt times of the Goſpel. JI. That there have 
been fince ſuch innumerable ſhining Examples of Ho- 
linefs, yea theſe continued to this day, whom the 
World might ſee did walk in the Light and Power 
of Chriſtianity, as ſure as men walk, under the 
Power and Vertue of a living Soul, JII. That we 
now ſee what a length the Courſe of the Goſpel and 
of the Church Militsnt is come, and how far thus 
the Times of the Gentiles are ſulfiled, which once 
Was 
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was ſocontrary to all human Appearance. I'V, That 
ſo ſure and exadt a Performance of the Scripture, | 
now undeniable in the event, and of ſuch great an 
marvellous. things which were foretold under the 
New Teftament, that in an ordinary way none could 
have believed, what we ſee with our Eyes; and no 
have theſe things, which were in former Ages the 
Objet of the Churches Faith, been made the Objed 
of our Senſe ; and it's ſure this 1s ſuch a Seal and 
Confirmation to our Faith in theſe laſt times as doth 
much exceed the greateſt Miracles which were 
in the firſ# Planting of the Goſpel, V. Though 
we may not reſolve our Faith on any Extraordina: 
ry Providences, or lay the leaſt weight hereon\ tc 
ſupporr the Authority of the Doftrine we profeſs, 
( fince this only is founded on thay Sacred Revelation 
of Divine Truth m the Scrgture, which is the in 
fallible Rule ro diſcern rrue Miracles, and what is 
Gods Seal herein under the undoubted Signattdre 
and Stamp of his own Power and working in the 
ſame ;) yet hath there been ſuch incontroulable evi 
dence of extraordinary Signs and Confirmations to 
confirm the Truth of the Reformed Religion, fince 
the Reformation,as in no Ages paſt was ever known, 
but with the firſt planting of the Goſpel among the 
Gentiles. 


SECTION IV. 


Qu, I. WS it clear and derponſtrable that the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt, 5s 4 Soul-Quickning 

and Experimental Religion, and the Trial thereof, in 

its moſt Supernatural Truths, of ſuch rational Cer- . 


tainty and Evidence,that the World can no more deny 
Pl 


FF. 
. 


ll ture, chat are of woſt univerſal Uſe? | 
and 4n/. Though men looked bur at a diſtance here 
thei or were come from Heatheniſm, fo far as to make a 
dy Scrious Trial of Chriſtianity, it's fure they could not 
bus ſee, and be fully perſwaded in their Judgment 
hereof on theſe grounds. [. That a diſcovery is un- 
doubted and clear in the Scripture of ſo great things, 


ings on Mens Souls, of Peace with God, and the Foy 
of his Preſence, which all who receive the Goſpel 
are called to know and prove on their own Trl, 
II. That this witneſs of Chriſtian Experience, hath 
as diſcernable a Conſent and Harmony therewith as 
Face anſwereth to Face in the Glaſs, and is clear to 
be no Caſual Thing, bur every ſtep in this way of 


before read there, they know it now by Feelings 
on their own Souls, III. That this in all Ages 
of the Church and where-ever ſuch as ſerved God 
in the Spirit were found in the moſt remote parts 
from others, hath ſtill been the ſame ; and like & 
great Roll is ſent down trom one Generation to ang- 
ther, with their Confirmatory Seal, that God & 
faithful and true, in thoſe Truths of his Word 
which ſeem moſt incredible ro the World, and now 
come toour hand to require the ſame Arteſtation and 
Witneſs, TV. That they who know and tcſtifie 
theſe things, ſomerimes found it nor eafie to believe 
the ſame, and did no leſs judge of ſuch great Experi- 
ments of Religion as a Dream or imaginary thing than 
moſt now do, until they knew them by Experience 
on th&r Soul. V. That fach alſo have been the 


moſt Burning and Shining Lights that ever were in 
the 


as, that there is a Holy Ghof, and there be his work- 


Trial, is by Scripture Light, and what Chriſtians did 
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| Intereſt could ſway them hereto, VI, That it muſt 
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the Church, ind theſe innumerable in all Ages de 
clare the ſame ; and that in the Mouth of the Graye 
and entrance to an Erernal State when no outward 


be a matter of greateſt Aſſurance which hath then 
prefled the moſt tender Parents with their laſt and 
dying Breath to commend the ſame Trial to their 
Children, and to charge their being earneſt herein 
as the greateſt Intereſt they” could leave then, 
VII. That whatever Differences be oft among theſe 
in ſome matters of Truth : Yer, in the Certainty 
of this great Trial of the Life, Power and Com- 
forts of Religion, there is an Harmonious Onenefſi 
in the ſame Teſtimony in all Times of the Church: 
VIII. That if any queſtien this, becauſe ſo remote 
from Mens Senſes, and the Judgment of Carnal 
Reaſon ; the reality of its EffeFs, doth unanſwe. 
rably prove both the Reality and Excellency of the 
Cauſe. | 

Qu. II, hat clear and Rational Conviftion can 
you offer, of ſo great a thing as Converſion of wen 
from a State of Nature, to a new ſtate by Grace, 
which doth raiſe them as far above the reſidue of 
AA ankind, as Reaſon doth above the ſtate of the 
Beaſt ? 

Anſ, Though I ſhould ſtrive againſt the Convi- 
Aion of ſuch a Miracle, and D:monitration of the 
Goſpel, as Converſion 18, yer were it not poſſible to 


deny ſuch demonſtrative Evidences as the World | 


hath hereof, I. That ir 1s ſure ſuch a Change 
is made ef{zntially requiſite to the Being, and 
Conſtitution of a Chriftian, by the whole Con- 
ſeat of the Scripture, II, That there was never 
yet an Argument in Nature, tor ones being a _ 

ian 
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Rtian in the Life and Power tereof: what &ver mly © 
be for a naked form or ſhow, III, That they are E 
not a few, þut innumerable Inſtances in all rimes 
and of all Ranks and Conditions of Men on whom 
ſo great a Change and difference hath been made 
thus evident, both from themſelves what once they 
were, and from the reſidue of the World. IV. That 
this bath been nor only upon ſuch as have been /ig- 
nally Impious in their Practice, but who in their 
Judgment were wont to deride Holineſs as a Fancy ; 
ſo as Atheiſts muſt grant that there have been as 
profeſt Atheiſts ſometimes as themſelves, who have 
been made ſuch Conſpicuous Monuments of the 
Power of the Goſpel, V. That none can on 
here, as once the 'Fews did, Do any of the Ralers, 
or ſuch as theWorld counts moſt wiſe,and knowing 
ſtand witneſſes to the ſame ; when it is ſo known that 
there have not been more Wiſe, Learned, and Fu- 
dicious in the Things of Reaſon upon the Earth, 
than ſuch as have been eminent Examples of the ' 
Power of Converſion ? VI. That its mwarvellcus 


_ Effefts in ſubduing men; from what once was their 


Predominant Intereſt and Idol, and to part from 
what had been as their rjghe Eye, or Hand could on» 
ly be from an Immediate Divine Power. VTI. Thar 
ſuch as were greateſt Adverſaries ro the Truth, 
have been made no leſs eminent Tnſtruments in the 
Service of Chriſt, and choice Veſſels of Honour,than 
once they were in their Enmity and Oppofation, 
VIII. That this Change bath been diſcernable 
in times of moſt Viſible Perſecutions and Hazard, 
when no outward Advantage or Gain could have 
the leaſt influence thereon. Now as theſe are des 
monſtrably clear, fo can there be no poſiible ground 

to 


_ - to queſtion this: 1, That the Seyiptnre is fait Ml 


fill and true in ſo great a diſcovery, II, Thai 
there 1s a Divine Spirit and a Pawer above nature, 
- which accompanies the ſame in ſuch a change, 
TI. That thereare ſurely, contrary ftates i anothe 
World, when they are ſo undeniably manifeſt 
here, f 

Qu. III. But can ſo great an experiment of Relp 
giow as that of Communion betwixt God and Men, 
here upon Earth be made rationally convincing to ſuch 
2s are themſelyes ſtrangers thereto and for a fur- 
ther confirming of the Chriſtian Fauh? | 
_ Anſw. Thoughthis be an experiment of Divine 
Truth of a more tranſcendent intereft and valde 
than all rhat ever were in Nature; yet it 18no leſs 
evident, and there can be no poſsible deluſion herein g 
it I, It's that to which fo innumerable a Company 
bears Teftimony and hath ſent down the ſame, as 
that which not once or twice they have approved 
but in the continued trial of their Life. I. That 
it's known to the World, that ſuch as teftifie what 
they do, and have ſo oft found in the retirement 
of their Souls with God, are of as diſcerning Spirits 
to know the true value of things, as any elſe; yea 
ſuch whoſe teſtimony in other things the worſt of 
men could not refuſe nor deny. III, That it's un- 
deniably evident, ſuch muſt have another acquain- 
tance and ſociety than that of men ; which-not only 
makes theſe hidden exerciſes of godlineſs ſo deſire. 
able, (where all may ſee they more flee than follow 
any humane Witneſs, ) but alſo makes fa viſible a 
change both in their caſe and countenance after 
moſt ſad anguiſh and down-caſtings of Spirit, 
IV. That it is ſo evident alſo how ſuch as are moſt 
| ſerious 
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ſcrious this way, have been viſibly oft raiſed aboy®© 
their ordinary caſe, and frame in Prayer, and other 
duties of Religion ; yea, in that manner, as they 
who never knew there is a Holy Ghoſt but by re- 
port, could not withſtand fo clear conviftion of the 
reality hereof, that can beget ſuch /zberty, humble 


tenderneſs and melting of Heart, yea ſuch diſcern- 


able joy and confidence; V. That no deluſion or 
falſe ſhew can be here, when it's ever ſeen, that 
ſach as are moſt ſerious and frequent in Prayer and 
theſe hid retirements with God, are the moſt flou- 
riſhing alſo in the virals of Chriſtianity, and have 
the moſt honourable luſtre, and-appearance of any 
in their proteſion, VI. That it's ſuch only whoſe 
joy and comfort is molt ſpecially diſcernable beyond 
others, when theſe lower ſprings of outward help 
and encouragement are moſt viſibly ſhut up, 

Qu. IV. Is that great, and experimental part 
of Religion in the Power of the Conſcience over man, 
ſach as may be as demonſtrableto the World, as the 
truth of a ractonal Being * 

Anſw. It may be matter of wonder that men 
are not ſtruck with deeper convictions hereon, when 
they cannot but ſee, IT. That though this be the 
greateſt zormentor, and troubler of the World, yet 
15 there no poſſible retreat from its power, tho* men 
ſhould flee ro the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, but 
doth ir enforce the Soul to a reflexion on its ſelf, 
even when it trembleth at that fight, JI. That ic 
cauſeth great fear and horrour upon the commit- 
ment of ſecret ſins, when no dread of Humane Wit- 
nels, or of viſible hazard this way could occa- 
lon it, III, That it admits no violence in any 
to out-dare the fame, gg is a power that the gre 
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4 Monarchs find tobe ftronger than they z and is 
uch, that theſe oft are enforced for preſent eaſe, 
and relief either ro divert, or bribe rhe ſame by 
ſome falſe grounds of peace, IV. That it cot 
ſtrains men to F«ſtifie God, and Fudge themſeboes, 
(when his hand doch purſue them,) and to find our 
their fin, and guilt, which was before hid, 
V. That it makes men alſo afraid to be alone with 
themſelves; and to tremble at the” Word of Truth, 
becauſe its light doth torment them, by that una- 
voidable application whichConſcience makes hereof. 
VI. Yea it makes mens guilt fo legible oft in their 
countenance, (even when they itudy moſt to conceal 
it, ) that all may ſee there is an accuſer within, whoſe 
Authority and Power cannot poſſibly be declined. 
VII. That with ſo remarkable a confidence and 
fecurity,ir doth ſupport Mens Spirir,and makes ir cafe 
ro ſuſtain its greateſt infirmuties from without, when 
it is a Friend; yea, and upholds the opprefb with 
unſpeakable Peace and Comfort, when it doth oft 
cauſe the opprefſour to tremble, 

Q!", V. But what doth moſs neceſſarily reſult frams 
fo clear a demonſtration as the Conſcience #, for con- 
firming of our Faith ? | 

Anſw, T; That it's infallibly thus clear, that 
there is a Higher Power and Fudgment, to which all 
mankind is ſubjeCted, and gives the World an un. 
avoidable demenſtration, both of the being of God, 
and of the Truth of his Weord, in the great and ſu- 
pernatural diſcovery which it makes hereof. IT, That 
there is a Supream and Trfailible Law alſo and Tn- 
vitble Judge above us, under whoſe power and au- 
thority this Court of Fuffice doth ( without reſpect of 
Perfons) bath Sum, Arreſt, biing-in Witneſs 


el 4 


Sees. 
and Senfehce great and Tmalſ, IIT. That the Zureynal : 
Government . of our Bleſſed Lord, this way (both iri 
the ſeverity. of his rebukes and moſt ſenſibie enlarges 
ments of Peace and Comfort Jis unavoidably demon- 
ſtrated, IV, Thar it, bears ſo clear evidence 
to unknown and undoubted relief, arid , none 
elſe could be ever found, for theſe Wounds and 
Stings of the Conſcience, , but in the Light and Pow- 
er of Chriffianity. V, That it 1s Gmply impoſſible 
for men to delight freely ina courſe of fin, when no 
Humane Power can diſarm the Conſcience of that 
ſo intolerable 4 ſting, by which it begins fo early 
a Hell within the Soul, VI. That ſuch is the 
Power and Peace of a good Conſcience, as can 
make it ſtand unbroken amidſt the greateſt ruins 
and terrours of the World, when under ſuch a guard 
as that of its own innocency. | 
SECTION V. 

Qu. TI. FF the evidence of a Kingdom of Darkneſs; 
| in a dire&f oppoſition and contrariety to 
that Kingdom of Light, which Chrift hath ſet ap by 
the Goſpel, (uch as the certainty thereof may be a mat- 
ter of Senſe, as well as of Faith ? 

Anſw, This is of ſuch ſpecial wſe, both to 
confirm the Chriſtian Faith, and awake ſuch to 
deeper reflexion on the ſame, with whom there 
ſeems no hope to prevail, but by proofs from pab- 
pable experience;and 1t is not poſſible to deny, I. That 
there is ſuch a power, as the Dewil and thoſe wick» , 
ed Spirits incompaſiing the Earth,yea that they have 
anordinary and tamiliar converſe with many thereip, 
IT. That theſe Spirits (though once originlly ex- 
cellent,) have fallen into ſuch an Apoſtacy, as all 
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may ſee their aim and only pleaſure, is to diſhonour 
God, and deſtroy his Image in Man, JII. Thar. 
it is impoſſible ro deny the marks of that Power 
and Conqueſt, which the Prince of thu World hath 
every where amongſt men ; yea how viſibly many 
are transformed into his Image by ſuch prodigious 
and deſperate acts of wickedneſs, as we ſhould 
think humane nature could not but tremble ar, 
IV. That none can queſtion the certainty both of 
Senſe and Reaſon which is in the truth of Apparits- 
ons and Bodily Poſſeſſions of Men in all Ages, and 
in all places of the Earth; and can need no demon- 
ſtration for this, that in many places of the Earth, 
the Devil is both viſibly and audibly known. 
V. That he is ſo manifeſt in his appearance as a 
Spirit of Blaſphemy, which impetuouſly a&ts Men 
to War againſt Heaven with their Tongue in ſuch 
Oaths and Curſing as have no ſenſual pleaſure, or 
gain herein ; yea, as a Spirit of Deluſion in ſo viſt 
ble an excitement of others to ſuch extravagancies 
(under a ſhew of Religion, ) as are inconſiſtent with 
any uſe of Judgment or Reaſon. VI. That ſo innu- 
merable a company of humane Race, hath in all 
Ages beenin a formal, and expreſs Covenant with 
theſe powers of darkneſs is undeniable,upon the moſt 
ſevere and impartial inquiry herein, 

Qu. Il. What ſpecial afiftance to your Faith doth 
the _— of theſe Powers of Darkneſs bring there: 
With * 

Anſw, I. It is plain that ſuch a Party both in 
their Nature and continued Afctings, are in a ſtated 
oppoſition to the Ringdom of Chriſt; II, Ir is viſe 
ble, that the Prey which theſe Mighty Hunters do 
follow after, is not our Body, or the things of this 

FE TR. Life, | 


O83) 
Life, but*it is the Immortal Soul, and Future | 
State , that Man might be made ſharer of the 
fame Miſery under + which they are concluded, 
HI. All. may fee their being under reſtraint of 
a Supream Power above them, and under ſuch 
Chains as do irrefiſtibly bound their rage and enmity 


- againſt Man, by an- inviſible Guard and Hedge 


which they cannot break over, IV, Their 
greateſt rage, and ſtrugling is againſt the Conver- 
fion of {inners to God, ' and to hold faſt his poſſeſſion 
in ſuch, as the Spirit of God doth not more clearly 
move” for their reſcue, than theſe do to croſs that 
bleſſed defign of the Goſpel, V, There are 
none that are ſerious in the Truth and Life of Re- 
ligion but find themſelves purſued by fach an Ad- 
wverſaryz and have 'as diſcernably another Party 
than themſelves, or the World to conflict with, as 
if they ſaw them in 4 viſible ſhape. VI. That by 
the Goſpel and within the Precinct of the Church, 
there 18 diſcernably a much greater reſtraine of Satans 
Dominion and Power thanin all the Earth bcſides; 
yea that the advantage of being within the exter- 
nal covenant of Baptiſm, is ſo demonſtrable that rhe 
leaſt yielding or tendency to a renouncing of the 


ſame, (or any Acts of Homage, ) for making uſe of _ 4 


his help, hath ever made way for ſome more extra- 
ordinary Power gf the Devil over-ſuch than others, 
VII, Thus is a moſt undeniable Confirmation 
given of an Invifible Forld, and of ſuch intellefiual 
Beings there, as are far above man; yea and it is 


plain that there is an intercourſe betwixt Men and 3 


Spirits,ſuch may clearly ſhew the intereſt that Man's 
Soul hath in another State and World than this, 
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 _ Qi, HI. Js that great truth of the-lmmortality 
of the Soul, "and its never dying Pin = Death, 
as fully demonſtrable to Reaſop, as it x by the furtheſs 
certainty of Faith? | | i 

— Anſw. 'Though' it be fo amazing a thing to be- 
lieve an Inomortal Soul, and Eternal State, wherein 
it muſt ſhortly enter, as by few ſeems to/be appre- 
hended, yet are its demonſtrative evidences ſuch, 
that except men loſe all ſence and ule of reaſon,,.. it 
3s not poſhble to deny. J. That there is ſuch an 
Immaterial and Ave Subſtance as the Sonl, which 
can admit of no cauſ:, either of its decay or difſo- 
lution, from the Body ; . yea that the greateſt excel. 
lency of this viſible Creation, 1s here, that ſuch a 
vital Beam of Life, Light, .and Immortality, as the 
Siu) of Man is therein. 1]. Though we, cannot 
ke this rare and wonderful Being, yet wefully.per- 
Ccerye it to be ſomething diftin from the Bogy, and 
to have a diſtin& intereſt, both in its griets and 
comforts. TI, That it can have no dependance on 
the Body in. its Being, which doth no way depend 
thereon in_its Attings and Exerciſe; but 1s oft moſt 
vigorous and clear, in ivexerciſe, not only..when 
moſt /eparate and abſtract from'ſenſible. things, but 
when the f{:fh 18 under the greateſt decay, and near 
its diſſolution; to ſhew the , S-ul lieth not a dying 
With the Body, bur bath ity d1/{in& ſubſftence, ro 
live in a ſeparate ſtate, when 1t dies, IV; Its be- 
ing peculiarly. framed for. converſe, . and intereourſe 
with ſpiritual Bzing:, yea. irs being the only part of 
the vitible Creation admitted to fellowſhip with the 
invicible'Gag,and ro have reflex afts upon 16. ſelf, V. 
It is a. Being of a higher nature and value .than' the 
Sun Moon and Stars; which not only can roads: 
Es Shanks ©. a 
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and conceive of things above the evidence and im- 
| preflions of ſenſe, but make a ratiopal choice of 
good, (though croſs to any ſenſual pleaſure;) yea 
to rejoice, and have its proper delights, when the 
body is afflicted and in pain ; nor canit-be debated 
| from the moſt loathſome ſores and defilements of the 
Fleſh,ſo as we muſt needs ſee both itsDominion and 
| Preheminence over the Body, and have afluredly 
a ſublitence without the ſame. VI, Ir 1s fuch 
" a Being, as is capable of a happine beyond the 
whole extent of the World, and hath theſe intel. 
lecual Faculties, which cannot poſsibly wanr, both 
obje@s ſuitable thereto, and injoyments above the 
Senſes, VII, The moſt choice and excellent , are 
uſually moſt afflicted, and cruſhed under the feet 
of their oppreflours, whilſt the vileſt flouriſh in the 
Earth and have no bands in their death, fo that fuck 
were of all men the moſt miſerable, if in this life.both 
their being and blefledneſs were terminated, VIIF, 
That there is ſo univerſal a ſenſe of Immortality, that 
they who both fear and hate the evidences hereof, yet 
under ſome canſtraint of Reafon, have the ſame for 
a continued terrour, IX, That it 1s ſure the certainty 
of death, wakes it ſimply impoſcible, for things on! 
ſuited to this Lite of Senſe, ro be the ulcimate good, 
or fruition. of Man ; fince elſe rhe Beaſts fhould 
have a greater happineſs than ſuch, if it were not 
for reſpect to an after and Immortal State. 

Qu. IV. What confirmation to your Faith dots 
that great and amazing change by Death offer, when 
# would ſeem to be ſomething meerly natural ? 

nſw, "Though the only wife God moves here- 
in according to the nature of ſecond cauſes, and 
it hath various ways of approach untq men, yer 
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may all fee with the furtheſt conviction of rational 
evidence, as well as certainty of Faith, I. That 
Death in its firſt conſlitution 8 Penal; and comes by 
a Divine appointment unto all, not meerly as men, 
bur as ſinners ; and to beno natural accident and 
reſult of our Primitive and Original Frame. II, That 
it's Death as a Penalty which keeps the fear and 
dread thereof ſo much on all living, it being in thar 
laſt period, that the eternal ſtate of Men is deci- 
ded, III. That the ſting and bitterneſs of (in, 1s 
ſo manifeſt in innumerable diſeaſes and ftroaks 
of Death, which many feel an 10, times ere they 
dye once, beyond any other of the Creatures. 
IV. Though the Sentence of dying is on al), yer fo 
great a difference is betwixt the Saints and refidue 
of Men here, that its penal execution on the ungod- 
ly, is ſuch as nature can give no ſupport under it, 
V. That ſupernatural preſages and warnings bereof 
ere it come, are in all times known and ſure ;- yea 
ſuch extraordinary evidences are ſometimes of the 
preciſe time, as could have no poſlible riſe from any 
watural cauſe. VI, That its immediate commiſſion 
from a ſupream and /zvi/ible Power, 1s ſo evident 
In ſuch executions oft, of this Sentence, by Sword, 
Famine and Peſtilence, as the viſible Finger of God, 
in a juſt retribution unto men for fin, may be no 
leſs ſeen, (and a ſupernatural cauſality, ) than the 


elf-&s have been undoubred and clear ; to ſhew that 


fuch is the ſtate of Man, that this great revolution 
by Death, doth each moment depend on a call 
frow Hcaven. VII. That the certainty of ſome- 
thug ſupernatural in this King of Terrours, 1s ſo 
known chat asno relief can poſſibly be found, but 


in the truth and power of Chriſtianity, to ſer m_ 
| oth 
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(57) 
b:th above the fear vfDeath and an after State, when © 
once it 'comes near, VIII, Yea that it 1s ſurely 
above the poſlibility of Nature, which can bear out 
in this great adventure and trial of Mens Faith, both 
in the truth and ſtrength thereof, at Death; for 
which end the Lord hath thus chaſen that by fo 
range an entry, and at fo dark a Port. they 
ſhould: firſt paſs to the full enjoyment of rhar glori- 
ous ſtate above. | 
Qv, V. What evidence and demonſtration can 
you ſhew, to confirm fo great a Faith of an Eternal 
Glory prepared for the Saints in Hegen,' and of its 
earneſt and firſt truits bere, as may ſtrike an undenia- 
ble convittion hereof on the World ? 
 Anſw, T, The vilible ripening and reſemblance 
to ſuch a ſtate in all the degrees of a Chriſtians 
orowth, toa more full tature of the man in Chriſt, 
may be no leſs evident than the” natural growth 
of our Body. IT. Though the opening of theſe 
Gates of the Second World be hid, ( ſoas no humane 
ſenſe can diſcern the: Spirzt 1n its aſcent through thoſe 
higher Regions, to that unconceivable Paradiſe and 
Glory in the Third Heawven,). yet is the triumphant 
entry and paſſage of innumerable Chriſtians ar death, 
ſuch as hath ofr been a matter of fenſe' and cleareſt 
evidence to the: World, 11, Such' 'alſo were 
both humble, tender, and ſincere in their. Life, and' 
then in ſo great a compoſure of judgement, that all 
might ſee they knew what made them glad, and 
could ſwallow up both the fears and bi:cerneſs of 
Death ; yea and this-was not given for their own 
ſupport only, but for a more publick uſe, for the 
Convition and Confirwation of others. IV. 'The 
fate of glory is demonſtrable and hath been oft 
| brought 
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brought down to Mens ſenſe, by theſe raviſhing 
Joys of the Martyrs of Chrif, and exulcation of Spis 
rir even 1n.the Flames. V. Supernatural--.come || © 
forts attend the Life of Chriſtianity, and can ff a 
have no poſlible riſe from the fleth and .outward ff ; 
cauſes, with that Foy and Peace, which by fa na. if v 
tural a reſult follows well-doing, and any ſervice of 8 r 
love for Chriſt; which all may ſeeto be the firſt fruits ll x 

; 

' 


of that harveſt which is above. VI. Rare and 
marvellous a frame of the wew 9nan, ſet up in this 
lower Region of Grace, iro diſcernable a confor- 
mity to. the blefſed God, and reſemblance.to ano- 
ther ſtate than here, to which the World is but as 
a place of Pilgrimage, trial and a preparatory ſtare 
only, VII. Viſible returns of joy and com- 
fort Chriſtians have after ſaddeſt conflias and down- 
caſtings, and, ſach day-break of wital quickexing 
beams of Divine Light, that have often been no 
leſs evident, than that of the A4artyrs at the Stake, 
who cried our, Now he 3s come, he is come. VIII. 
Their breathings of Love after an unſeen Chriff 
and viſibie «fits of its power on men, might 
fhew ſome begun tranſlation of the Soul fo tar herein, 
as to be more where it loves than where it lives, 
IX. Though we cannot ſee here, that inef able glory, 
which 15 above, but ſhould have aur Faith inſtead 
of Eyes; yet ſuch is the truth of holineſs, -a8 doth 
not only cyidence, but in its own nature partake of 
2a futte glory; fo as every degree and act thereof 
doth enter in a begun ſtate of fruition and blefledneſs, 
an3 makes it fimpiy impoſlible for a good men inany 
true exerciſe of Godlinefs, wot ro be happy alſo, and 
t3U3 in a more near capacity to know that joy yn- 
fpeakaile, and full of glory, which is above, XN. By 
| a 
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ſo ſure, known, and tryed a paſſage | Wa Eieg- 
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yen and Mens Souls 1n Prajer,with fo ſerled 

of commerce this way, and certain xurns,, as with 
affurance ſuch can ſay, though they ; m change 
their place, yet not their . company, . Al. The 
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whole diſpenſations of Providence in. 1/-4e)s poſſage 
through the Wilderneſs,and to ſo excellent aCountry 
as Cana, is no leſs ture in its ſelf, than that it was 
given for an Embleme and77pe of the journying and 
militanc.ſtate of the Saings, bere, and .tq be a ſolemn 
pledge of that Canaar. ghowe. ! XII. Such. 1y._the 
Magnificence, Harmony ang. Order of theſe viſible 
Heavens, and Celeſtial Bagigs there, with their dif- 
ferent degrees of glory, (though ail Uluminated from 
the ſameFountain of Light cheSun ) as we may judge 
by a Divine Ordinaticy to have ſome.peculiar reſpect 
to that end, to awake and raiſe our theughts to 
theſe bigher Regions: of. Glory, which, are aboveall 
theſe, by what is thus yifible to our Eyes; where 
the redeemed of the Lord. ſhall be ever fixed, and 
ſhine forth 'as the Sun in the Kingdoms of theip. Fas. 
tber, 

Qu. VI; What wiſible. and awakening evidences 
are thereof the truth of an Hell, and that ſtate of 
horrour and torment #» anotber World, which even 
ro mens. lenſes here, might preſent the certainty 
thereof þ | 

Anſw, 1. That it can be no more ſure, thae 
grere'is ſuch a power and party asthar of the Dewils, 
than the reality of ſme. ſuch a horrid,Region and 
place alſo, to which they, belong, and, are adjadged 
to; I, From fo innumerable a: company af Gus 
7gn race, as are not 1n the vilidie. ſervice of. theſe 
Infernal Spirits, but partakers of the ſame nature 
NS. and 


which doth clearly witneſs their refpeCt and ren- 
dency to the fame fate and place, and Confe 
deracy in their judgment , as here in their ſin. 
III. Such viſible impretions of vindifroe juſtice 
' are on mens*Souls, with fuch horrour of Conſcience 
and unſufferable torments this way, as m ali Ape 
have beer known by moſt remarkable inſtances, 
( when not in the leaft diſtemper of their natural rea- 
ſon,) that may preſent to'mens Senſes ſomething of 
a vifible Hell, as convincingly,” as if one had 
riſen from the Dead, for the ſame. IV. A 
treinbling ſenſe, and terror of Divine Vengeance, 
oft follows upon borrid atts of wickedniſs, and fo 
eminently breaks forth upon a ſurpriſing fight of 
Death,thatall may ſee fomething more dreadful here- 


in than in the diflolution of Narure z and the Power | 


and preſent Arreſt of a future judgment is made vilt- 
ble in the fame, V. There are begun degrees, 
of blaſpheming and rage againſt God, becauſe of 
his plagues, and ſuch prodigies of cruelty exerciſed 
by Men here in the Earth, as may be evident to 
all ro be more than humane, and rather theeffects 
of infernal ſpirits "ating in a humane ſhape. 
VI. So clear a prelude and beginning of Hell, is in 
that judicial obduration, and blindneſs, which many 
are given up to, ( under the greateſt diſcoveries of 
lighr,) that all may ſee their being thus bound over 
in Chains, and ſhut up in Priſon, until Death bring 
them forth to the Execution 5 and that no relief 
or application of the means of Grace hath then 
any ſucceſs, VII, Such a Map and Shadow of 
Eternal Vengeance, is in theſe terrible a&ts of Df- 


vine Judgment inflited here on Apoftates, and Per- 
ſecutors 


« (66) , 
and evmity againſt the Holy God and his Image, ſl: 
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ſecutors of the Truth, and other flagizian 
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which with the very firſt view. might preſent 
an awful and immediate appearance. of God in 
the ſame , ſome firavge and ſupernatural puniſh- 
ment is oft «ſo viſible on the workers of Iniquity. 
VIII. And ( whatever be of natural cauſes in fuck 
viſible repreſentations here in the Earth, as that 
ſulphureons Lake where once Sodom was, and thoſe 
burning Mountains of "Hecla, Etna, and Yeſws 
wins, ) yet we may truly judge that they are tlius 
ſet before the World as vifible memorials of the 1n- 
fernal Flames ; and as it were ſo many @himny's or 
Vent-holes thereof, for ſuch who will not believe 
the ſame, becauſe they do not yet ſee or feel ſucha 
thing, | 

Os. VII. What afliſtances bath owr Faub, of 
that great and wonderful truth of . che ReſurreQtion 
of the Body, after its diſſolution in the Grave unto 
Duſt ? . 
Anſw,1,It hath great afliſtance from that vifible and 
ſtupendious frame of the Heavens and the Earrh,when 
it's ſure that the ſame Infinite Power, that hath nor 
only made Man,but the whole Creation, can as eafily 
collect and reunite the diſperſed aſhes of the Body, as 
form the ſame, II: From hat greateſt pledge here. 
of, in the Reſurre6Fion of the Body of Chrift. 1II. 
From that tribulation and fore pain, that the Saints 
here in their outward man are expoſed to, fince it is 
ſure that in the holy juſtice of God, he did not give 
ſuch Bodies for labour, and fer toi], and to his Jſar- 
zjrs, to endure unexprefſible torments for Chriſt, 
at laſt to periſh for ever. IV.From theſe viſible reſer:- 
blances and prefigurations of the Reſurreion which 


the Lord hath given to confirm our Faith herein, 
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is the ordinary courſe and prodhFions of nature y' i 
as all may ſce how every night is as the Grave of 
the day light, and each morning a new reſurreCtion 
of the ſames and how viſible an image of Dearh 
is in each ſeaſon of the VVinter, with ſo marvellous 
and beautifal a Reſurre&4on of the Earth, on every 
return of the Spring, in the Herbs, Flowers and 
Plants, raking life and riſing again, in the leaves; 
bloſſoms and fruits; yea this in ſuch a variety, as 
may no lefs convincingly evidence an Infinite D'2 
vine Power kerein, than that the fame body of 
man ſhould be raiſed at the /aff day. V. From that 
continued wiracie of the Harveſt, after the Seed- 
time, with ſo amazing a produftion of the Grain 
ſowen in the Earth, and its firſt dying there before 
it be quickned, ſo as to beat laſt brought to 3o, 60, 
yea ſometimes an hundred fold, out of the very 
ſame grain ; which to theſe who had never before 
known the ſame would ſeem incredible, and above. 
All reaſon to conceive, or give credit thereto, 
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The Confirming Work of Religion, improved with 
reſpe& to the Times, to clearthe way of the Lord 
herein, before thu Generation, and let m ſee how 
nothing « ſo ſtrange in the Events of this day, 
which ſhould not more ſtrengthen, then ſhake, and 
:hat the God of the Reformed Church, 4orb fsll 
own the ſame Intereſt, according to bis Faithful 
neſs : Which is here briefly Pointed at, upon ſome 
ſpecial mquiry, propoſed about the ſame, 


SECTION LI. 
Qu, I. V Vee can affitd beth Light, and 


F Confirmation to our Faith, 
ſuch a time, when we ſee the Work of the Lord, 
about his Church, to be moſt remarkably now a work 
of Judgment, with ſuch dark and ſearching Tryale 
therewith, as former times have not known, 
Anſ. Ir is ſure, we have ſeen nothing, but whiat 
might have been too evidently looked for, and that 
we can pretend no want of Light herem, upon theſe 
Grounds. IT, That the Trials of a Church, ſhould 
be ſuited to the meaſure of their Talent of Light, 
and when this hath been in ſome more than ordina- 
ry way difpenſed, that ſome remarkably ſearching þ. 
Times might be expected to follow 5 nor can it be 
now ſtrange to us, that ſuch things fall in with this 
day, which did not meet the Chayches of Chrift at 
the ff entry of the Refermation, who then had not 
ſo clear Diſcoveries of the Truth, and that meaſure 
of Confirragtios therein, which bath —_ _ 
08-1 _—_— IL That 
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That ſome unuſital 7ryals, and Conflifs, in 
the Lords Method ef Providence, ſhould be ſui 
ted alſo, to the greatneſs of that Work, which 
be is bringing forth, may be no ſtrange thing ;-+and 
to ſeea time of ſuch ſore wreſtlings as this, when 
all things ſeem to cry, and be in Pain, as Micah 
4. 20, Yea when ſome great event of the Scripture 
15 to be revealed to the World, and near to its ful 
height, and Period of Accomphſhment, ( as we have 
fafe ground for Aſſurance of this day,) III, Nor 
hath this fad and diſmal hour on the Church, been 
more obvious than the provoking Cauſe hereof, in 
which the Holy Righteouſneſs of God, may be no leſs 
clear, than the Cloud now is dark ; when there has 
been ſuch a Viſible falling off from that Zowe, Ten- 
derneſs, and Power of Religion, that did- formerly 
atrend its Profeſſion; for theſe many years paſt 
we might have ſeen that ſome ſore and remarkable 
Judgment was coming, and that if we had not been 
in ſuch a manner undone, we were, under ſome ſadder 
ſroak of Spiritual Judgment, ready to be utterly un- 
done. IV, Yea it bath been too Viſible, that ſuch 
Ewvils followed the Reformed Churches, as in no, 
time it was ever known, that the Holy God, did 
paſs by, without ſome ſignal Evidence of his 
Wrath againſt the ſame before the World, V. We 
know that Carnal Confidence hath a Curſe ever wait- 
Ing upon it in the Scripture, and none can take it 
off, or make that thrive which God hath hiwſelf cur- 
ſed 5 and it1s too viſible,how far we have gone thus 
out of the way of our Strength, by ſuch eager ſeck- 
ing Humane Props, and ſupport, that we have forgot - 
the Guide of our Youth, and Covenant of our God, 


and what great things he hath formerly done L. 
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| the Gentile Church, by the Goſpeh, whether there 


Times, from Antichriſtian Bondage and Darknels ; 
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(85) 7 
the- greateſt ſtraits of his Church } when there 
was much humble rruſting, that the Spirir of 
the Lord, would do more to reciver his Truth 
than all Humane Might or Power, could do. 


SECTION I. P: - 


Qu. VT Talent, are we ſtill accountable 
V for to ſupport our Faith againſt the 
greateſt Fears of this time, from theſe immediate Ap- 
pearances of God, and of the Glory of his Power, 
for the ſame Truth and Cavſe of the Reformed 
Church, we are now called to contend for, which 
hath been (ince the Reformation when ſo ſtrong and 
unuſual a Tide, now is againſt the ſame? 


| uf. Tf men ſhut not their eyes, and hide this 
great Talent of the Works of God, under he Ground, 
it's fure none can Queſtion ſuch a Seal, which before 
the Sun, (to the Amazement and ConyiQtion of the 
World,) hath been put to the Truth of the Refor- 
med Religion; that we are now brought under ſuch 
a Call, as the Church of Frae] was, Deut. 4.. 34. J 
To ark of the Times, that are paſt, lince 1ſraels co- C 
ming out of Egypr, and fince the. firſt planting of F. 


hath been ſo great a thing as this m the Earth, that 
God hath eſſayed to take to himſelf a People from the 
midſt of other Nations, by Temptarls, by Signs, 
and by Wenders, and by War, and by a Mighty 
Hand, and by an out-ffretched Arm, and by great 
Terrours, according to all that the Lord our God 
hath done for the reſcue of his People, in theſe [af 


and 


as 
is, 


and ſettling them in a Church-ſtate; but anto us 
was this ſhewed, that we might know, that the 
Lord he « God, and there 3s none elſe befide him : 
Ye are ſtill called ro ſee, and be as Eje Witneſſes to 
theſe things; I, How Bright a Day of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, did go before this great Darkneſs on the 
Church, and what a folemn Triumph. in theſe late 
Ages the Truth hath had over Antichriſt, ſo as the 
Full froak and ruine of his Kingdom, ( which is ſure 
and eſtabliſhed in the Promiſe of God, ) ſeems not 
now more marvellous and above humane appea- 
rance, than what we have ſeen, in the begun de- 
grees of its accomplifhment. II. In how few years 
alſo, there was, as a new Chriſtias World brought 
forth, in thar ſwift Courſe and Progreſs which the 
ingathering-of the Reformed Churches had, fo as 
between the Year 1560, and 1621. ſuch famous 
Plantatiens of the Goſpel were ſctled in a Church- 
ſtate ; which all may fee was the immediate Work 
and Power of God ; to ſhew that none ſhould fear, 
er fagger at bis Promi{e; though the waters yet 
{we:! 


, and come to the flowings of Fordan, and dif- 
ficulucs appear unſuperable to humane Sence, after 
theſe great things which the Lord hath done, 
Ii. How extraordinary a Calling, and excitement 
ot Inſfruments, was then evident, for the Service of 
that time, and Reapers thus eminently prepared for 
ſo great an Harveſs of the Goſpel, as might put the 
World to inguire whence theſe were, in ſo nume- 
Tous a Concurrence, when a few of ſuch a Spirit, 
were fo rarely to be found in many Ages befare. 
IV. Ycaſuch an Acceſſion alſo,of Spiritual Gifts and 
Endowments was then for Building of the Church, 
a id not been formerly knpwn, {ance the firſt co- 

ming 
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ting of the Goſpel to the Gentiles3' wherein i 
may be ſaid, the Glory of theſe /aft Times hath even 
in ſemie degree exceeded that of the firſt, V, And 
can the moſt diſmal things of this time, counteryail 
the Confirmations of our Faith, who have ſo clearly 
ſeen, with the firſt breaking up of the Purer Do- 
Frine of Chriſt; the Power aud Life of Chriſtianity 
came therewith to the World, as a Seal, arid Arte- 
ſtation thereto, beyond 'any Miracles z yea how 
mnumerable a Company, in theſe laſt Apes of dif- 
ferent Tongues and Languages, and theſe ſo remote 
from one another, did not only receive the ſame 
Truth, but with ſach Reſolution Adventure their 
Souls thereon, as might fully witneſs, they had ano- 
ther proſpect of Chriſtianity, and to be in ſome 0- 
ther manner raviſhed with the Glory and Beauty of 
the ſame, than is now in thefe tifmes 5 VI, Such 
high Spring tides of the Power, and Efficacy of 
the Goſpel; might be evident to all; after fo fad 
a reſtraint had been for ſo many Ages before, under 
Antichriſtian darkneſs. ; for whatever was then as 
a Private Seal, on the Spirit of Chriſtians whilſt 
the Witneſſes. did Propheſie in Sack-cloth, yet was 
there no ſuch Evidence and Demonſtration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, or a Publick Confirmatory Seal to the 
Truth, as was after the Reformation. VII. Yea 
was it not the moſt Sober, Serious, and Inquiſttive 
Part of Men, upon a ſure 'Frial of the Grounds of 
their Faith, who'did moſt firmly imbface theſame 
and how many of theſe alſo were of rhe greateſt 
Parts and Abilities, whom none could Judge to Ad- 
venture ſo far herein, without the igheft Afﬀuran- 
ces, that this was their undoubred Intereſt and Sal- 
raton,  VHI, We haye _ not only men'6f on 
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ind low Eſtate, but ſuch of the Higheft Place and 
Quality, oſt chearfully adventuring whatever In- 
tereſt could be deareſt to them in the Earth, for the 
Truths ſake ; yea it was ever found, that ſuch as 
were moſt acquainted with the Reformed Religion 
in its Power, and lived up in their Practice to 
what they profeſſed thereof, were thoſe who with 
the greateſt Afſurance, moſt reſolutely ſtill adhered 
thereto, IX. We have ſeen alſo, its moſt remark- 
able ſpreading in the World, when there could be 
no poſſible pretence of a Worldly Intereſt, or Exter- 
nal Metives for the ſame. X. We have ſeen ſome- 
thing not only extraordinary, but even Miraculous 
in the Foy, and Reſolution of innumerable Martyrs 
fince the Reformation, who did bear out with a more 
than humane ſtrength, againſt a cruelty ſo viſibly 
Inbumane, and Savage ; yea which did 1n ſome de- 
grees exceed that meaſure of the Heathens, in the 
Primitive Times, as being againſt a greater [Light 
than theirs, XI, And have we not ſeen of what 
Spirit, fuch ſtill have been finec the Reformation, 
who. were the moſt notorious Inſtruments in the 
Churches Perſecution, and how vifibly ſuch did 
aft herein, under ſo impetuous an incitement of the 
Devil, that as Tertullian, in his Apology ſpeaks of 
Nero, the Truth might boaſt in having ſuch Ad- 
_ verſaries, XII. It is ſure we have ſeen, that no hu- 
mane Power, could yer ever undo this bleſſed Inte- 
tereſt of the Reformed Religion, tho' no way, or 
change of Weapons, hath been left untried 5 but 
we have thus ſeen, whither ſo ſtrong, and united a 
Confederacy, as the Carbolick League in France did 
at laſt reſolve, and not only in the ruine of the. 
—_—_— keto 
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ther eſtabliſhing of the Reformed Churches there, as 


though ſuch had [nrentionally ated for the ſame; | 


when if ſecond Cauſes had brought forth their Ordi- 
nary effets, it might have been judged impoflible 
to fail, XIII. We have ſeen that ihe of all the 
Councels, Expence and Cruelty of Philip the 11. of 
Spain, to bear down the Truth of the Goſpel in 
the Netherlands, which was to the furtheſt ſerling 
of this Illuſtrious State and the Charch of Chriſt there ; 


yea how their Conſpicupus Riſe and Flouriſhing e- . 


ven in the Externals, and their reſolute adherence 
to the Truth of Chriſt did moſt viſibly keep toge- 
ther, XIV. Weknow that deluge of Blood, which 
ſo quickly followed the French Maſſacrez and the 
moſt diſmal time whichever that Nation knew, did 
then viſibly Contemporate, with ſuch a time of 


: their greateſt Rage and Perſecution againſt the 


Truth, and that Event of the Third Vial moſt clear- 
ly fulfilled herein, Rev. 16.5, 6. Thou art Righ- 


rteous, O Lord, which art, and waſf, and ſhale be,- 


becauſe thou baſt judged thus, for they have ſhed the 
Blood of thy Saints and Prophets, and thou haſt given 
them Blood to drink in preat meaſure, XV. Yea 
haye we not ſeen how four Kings of France Succeſ- 
fively, were in lefs than thirty years, taken away, in 
the fame continued purſuit, how to deſtroy the 
Church there, in whom that whole race of the YVa- 
lois was thus extint ; yea in the manner of their 
Death, were moſt remarkable Monuments of Divine 
Judgment, as the moſt famous Writers of that time 
do atteſts, XVI, We have ſeen what marvellous 


eflets did follow thoſe Bloody Years of Queen Me- . 3 


73's Reign in England, to promote and commend 
the Proteſtant Doctrine to Mens Conſciences there, 
F 3 with 
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——_ (70) 7 
with ſo great a Triumph as jt had in the Sufferings 
of ſuch choice and excellent witnefles for Chriſt,and 
hath brought in more Rent to the Praiſe and Glo- 
ry of their Bliefſed Head, than may to the furtheſt 
compenſe all.that Blood of the Saints there, though 
highly Precious in the Eyes of the Lord: XVII. We 
have (zen likewiſe the Blood and Cruelty of late, 
againſt the Proteſtants in Bohemis, in a ſhort time 
molt Vifibly returned on the Authors thereof, and 
how the immediate Finger of God might be ſeen in 
calling forth rhe Swedes to avenge the ſame, and 
13 that deſolating ſtroak which followed in Germa- 
- XVIII, We have ſeen in theſe late Times the © 
flue of thgt horrid Mezſſacre on the Proteſtants in 
Treland,to the utter ruine(in a very few years after, } 
of that Barbarous-Party, who had thus acted here- 
in, XIX. We have ſeen what wonderful Provi- 
dences did attend the actings of that poor handful 
of Protefants in the Vallkeys-of Piedmont fince the Re-- 
formation; upon the account of that Bloody Maſſa- 
gre which was fet on foot there againſt them, which 
was ſo aſtoniſhing as all might ſee an extraordinary 
Appearance of the Lord herein, as 1s clearly atte- 
fted by the moſt Faithful Hiſtories of that time. 
"ci And can it be forgot unto this day, how viſt- 
ly a Divine Hand did appear in breaking that great 
Spaniſh 4rmzzade, in the Year 1588, which. had 
been for ſome years in Contriving againſt Phg- 
land. XXI, Aſtoniſhing, and ſpecially . Demon- 
ſtrative of the immediate Power and Preſence of 
God, and matter of Wonder and Praiſe alſo for 
after Ages, was that folemn tyme of the Reforma- 
$iog of the Church 1 Scotland, for pianting the Re- 
ioro:6d Religion there ;" with that zral and oneneſs of 
_—_ 2. @airit, 
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irit; "as did then appear in all ranks to imbrace 
and adhere to the Profeſſion thereof, amidſt the 
greateſt threatnings of their Adverſaries ; ſo as a few 
Tears did bring forth that, which would have ſeem- 
ed ſtrange for - an Age to accompliſh; yeh that we 
find betwixt the laſt Afartyr for the Truth there, 
who was burnt at St. Andrews, 1558. and the eſta 
bliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion, and full abo- 
liſhment of Popery, with the full Concurrence of 
Civil Authority herein, in Fuly 1560, was bur lit- 
tle above two Years, to ſhew what great things 
the Lord can do, above all Humane Council or 
Confidence, XXII, Its ſure we have ſeen in what 
remarkable degrees theſe laff Vials of the Holy 
Judgment of God, have taken place on the King- 
dom of Antichriſt, and how Confpicuous the Event 
hath been of that Prophecy, 2 Theſ, 2.8, in theſe 
rear Effects and Conſumprion thereof by the Mini- 
firy of the Goſpel, as an aſſured Pledge of the full 
Accompliſhment of what remains herein. XXII. And 
as every ftep of the Churches Riſe, hath been till 


advanced in a continued Conflidt betwixt the Truth 


and Antichriſt, ſo have we ſtill ſeen, when the Af 
fault and Oppoſition hath been greateſt, its moſt re- 
markable tendency to a greater Vitary ; which 
were it rightly conſidered upon clear and ſolid 
grounds from the Scripture, the moſt formidable ap- 
pearances of Trouble from this Adverſary would 
with more Comfort than Fear this day be looked 
on; ſo that whatever be the neareſt and moſt im- 
mediate events, yet 1s it ſure, as the Lord 7s truc, 
(whoſe Word is pafſed hereon,)that whoſoever giyes 
their Power and Strength ro ſupport that Intereſt 
of Artichrift ſhall loſe the day, and. find their Caufe 
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deſperate, for the party with whom they -contend 
herein 1s the Son of God, agaimſt whom no humane 
Power ſhall ever be able to ſtand. Theſe are but a 
few, which are here mentioned, of the great A&s 
of our God, in behalf of his Truth, to be ſtill as 
preſent in our ſight, in a time when the Spirits of 
many are ready to Stagger and Faint ; and here 


mentioned, to lay no ſtreſs or weight of the Aurho-' 


7ity of the Truth and DoGrine of our Profeffion 
thereon, but on the alone Reaelation of the Scrip- 
zure ; but they are ſuch an undeniable Seal for 
Confirming our Faith, and of fo known, Publick 
and famous Evidence, as ſhould be no lefs confide- 
red and taken to Heart now, than in the time when 
the Lord thus appeared herein, 


SECTION 1. 


Qu. Hat preſent Judgment are we called 


. fo have of this Timg, wpon clear 


and aſſured grounds from the Scripture ; that we may 
know under what aſpect thereof, the preſent State of 
Religion, and of the Reformed Churches *s under, 
. when ſo great a Crifis is ivis day, as would ſeem to 
be in the wery Height of its Conflift, whether as to 
Life or Death? 

Arzſ, It is no preſent Appearance of the time that 
muſt Dire our Faith, nor ſhould we euher ftretch 
our Fears or Expectations of Things and Events, 
beyond what the God of T'rifth doth warrand in 
his Word, butait's clear, if we credit the ſame, and 
admit the Divinity of the New Teſtament, there is 
no paſt Cauſe of Heftitation or Darkneſs as to whar 
the Lord is bringing forth for his Church _ in 
| | theſe 
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theſe latter days; nor can there be any pretence, to 
ſeek another Light, (either from the Stars above, or 
the Diviners of this Time,) when fo woful a 'Trade 
hath got up in the World, that men. wtll thus go 
to the God of Ekron, as though there were not a 
God in Iſrael, or ſuch” a thing, as his written  Ora- 
cles to inquire at, when it's ſure theſe lie open, and 
with a clear and diſtin found ſpeak to all who . 
have a Serious and Unprejudged Spirir.  I- Thar E 
the Church under the New Teſtament hath now paſ- 2 
ſed and gone through that moſt diſmal and continu- 
ed Tryal herein, which was to go over her Head 
under Antichriſt Reign and Height, and whatever 
appearance he now hath in great Wrath, yet is it 
ſure and-evident that the Winter 7s paſt and the 
Churces Spring begun ; and a few ſteps further off, 
that Judgment which is now haſtning on, will at 
length end the quarrel; ſo that by a near converſe 
with the Word, we may clearly ſee from what point 
the Churches courſe and motion this day lies, and 
how exaQly it keeps, in the Certainty thereof, by 
the clear CondutfF of the Scriptares of Truth, where 
a full AJap of her whole Courſe and Paſſage through 
Time 1s clearly ſhewed, I, That we may now with 
ſome clear Evidence Judge, and have our Faith per- 
ſwaded hereof, that the'Churches Intereſt is upon the 
riſmg Hand, and on a prefent Advance, though no- 
thing would ſeem more ContradiQtory than all viſi- 
ble grounds now are ; fince this cannor fail, Zobr 
3-30, That TFeſus Chriſt in his Kingdom in the 
Earth »uft Increaſe ; yea that the Scripture ſo clear- 
ly. Points forth Antichriffs Ruine and Progreſs of 
his fall and downcaſting, with reſemblance to that 
great Judgment on Pharaoh asan evident Type here 
: , of s 
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both, and gradual! Progreſs herein by one Plague 
after another, until the laſt and greateſt Aſſault,” as 
whis then at the Red-Sea, hath the ſame effe&t for 


a more glorious appearance of God, in the greateſt 


ſtep of Judgment, and Victory over this Adverſary, 
when not-only the Song of Moſes, but of the Lamb 
alſo, ſhall be then ſung, Rev, 15, 3, as importing 
ſomething more glorious and a'greater brightneſs to 
be put on this /luftrions AF of Divine Fudgment, 
reſerved to theſe laſt rimes, when a more iw2mediate 
Appearance of the Lord will be ſeen, than in any 
former deliverances of his Church. TIL It is no Con- 
j-Ctural thing, but what by a clear Scripture Con. 


duct we may ſee, that this time of the Church now 


under fo notable a Criſis in her Caſe, is evidently 
falling under that Remarkable Aſſault and. Corflidf, 
with that Adverfary, before the accompliſhing of that 
Vial on bus Seat and Throne, as we may ſee Rev, 17. 
12, 14. That when fo Conſpicuous a ſtep of the 
Churches Viftory is near_; the Oppoſition thereto al- 
ſo will be in ſome higher degree propertionable 
to the ſame, when the gueat men of the Earth, and 


ſuch who ſbal; receive Pomer as Kings, one bour with © 


zbe Beaſt, (hall have one Mind, and give their Power 
and Strength thereto, and ſhall make War with the 
Lamb, bus the Lamb ſhall overcome them, for he is 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, &c. Nor is it 
found through the Scripture where the Lord hath 
done any great thing for his Church, but ſome un- 
uſual darkneſs, and ſore-wreflings have flill gone be- 
fore, and thould be no matter of ſtaggering to our 
Faith, ( whatever it be of preſent Fears, ) to ſee 6 
diſmal a Time of Tryal as now; is, and amazing 
 heighth 


of; in the fame judicial ftroales of duration, on 
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helphth of trouble beyond what former times have 
known, when one of the greateſt events of Provis 
dence'in behalf of the Church, fince the revealing. 
of Chriſt to the World, until his ſecond coming, ws 

affuredly near in the fall and overthrow of the man ' 

of Sin, IV, We have clear ground alſo to judge, 
that ſo great an Eclipfe as ſeems almoſt Univerſally 
over the State of the Reformed Churches, is no ge-. 
ing down of the Sun thereon, (whatever did befal the . 
moſt famous Eaſter Churches to an utter diflipati- | 
on thereof ;) if theſe different Perieds of time be juſt- 
ly conſidered, how their Sun-ſet did then fall in with 
the” Emtry of that great Apoftacy of the Chriſtian * 
Church and with that long and diſmal Night of Am 

tichrifts Reign ; whilſt now this hour of Trial on. 
the Churches, doth mect in that blefſed Period of 
Amtichriſts begun fall, and of a growing Light of 
the Goſpe], and when the Scripture fo clearly war: / 

rants our Faith herein, that the Work of Provi- —- 
dence is to' Plant, and not cut of, but to bring for- 
ward that Intereſt of the Reformed Churches, wn the 
founding of which the Mediator harh ſo eminently 
appeared in the Glory of his Power in theſe aff 
times, V, It is ſure we now hve in the Evening, 
and Extremity of time, when the motions of Pro- 
vidence may be expected to'be more quick and ſpee- 
dy, as being fo near the Centre, and ro the laſt E- 
pocha, and Period of all Prophetick Chronology ; 
wherern the Glory of God in his Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs ſhall moſt eminently ſhice forth, and theſe 
Scripture Truths which were formerly dark and ab- 
ſtruſe, with that Evidence fhine forth in the event, 
as ſhall cauſe mien to wonder at their former thoughts 
and ftumblings therear, And here I muſt fay, thar 
" SIN T | there 


, - ot © et 16 GEE TW UTI TO BE von] HOPS Cn JEN 
q hk "T % , _ 4 0 ” 
; > "8 Hh 3. Etats . s 
, or " ” | 
f 


there is ſuch a ſight now in the Earth, as the-Rec] Þ 


elſe, and ſuch a Compound of a Civil, ayd Spirite 
al Monarchy in one and the ſame Perſon, 1s fo (o- 
lemn and undeniable a Seal to the Chriftian Faith, 
and Divinity of the New Teſtament; that it's ſtrange 
why this 1s not improved morg, againſt the Atbe- 


5/m of this time, that ſuch a viſible event of the; 


Scripture is now in being, which was fo clearly 
foretold by the Holy Ghoſg 1500, years ago, with 
its proper Circumſtances, as to the manner of that 
Antichriftian ſtate, with its Riſe, Growth, and Du- 
ration, as13 to Admiration ſtill evident to the World 


when nor the leaſt ſhaddow or appearance of id 
ſtrange Future Emergencies was to be ſeen or could 


have entred mens Thoughts ; to ſhew it _ | 


could be revealed to the Church by him, to who 
all his Works are known from the Beginning. This 
I bave looked on, as ſuch a Confirmation to the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, that no Miracles in the farſt 
times of the Church could have more evidence for 
the ſames yea if ſuch a party were not in being, 
both whar it now 1s and in former Ages hath been, 
it might in another manner ſtagger the Faith of the 
Saints, to a queſtioning the Truth of the Scripture, 
than its moſt formidable appearance this day can 
do, VT, I ſhall but add here, that we know and 
are ſure the Lord hath reſerved his greateſt works 
to theſe latter days, wherein his Judgments ſhall be 
manifeſt ; and that one of the moſt eminent Manife- 
ſtations of his Glory before the cloſe of time ſhall 
be Confpicuous in the fall of Antichriſt, on whoſe 
ruines that Glorious Houſe which Chriſt is yet to 
have 


wiſh Church, in irs Complex frame and ſtate, in fo || 
different a mold caſt from any Power or Juriſdi&tion || £ 


| 


| _ OY 
have for . himſelf both of Jews and Gentiles, ſhall 
be prepared built up; and though this great 
on | Ethpſe of Ariichriſtion Darkneſs, ſhould yer more 
tw | prevail, even over the viſible Profeſſion of the - 
ſo- Þ Truth in the Churches of Brizahr, and Ireland, there 
1s no cauſe to be ſtaggered in the Faith of Romes fa- 
oe ff £4] Period, being near, but to look hareon accor- - 
| ding to the Scripture, as the laſt attempt of that 
ef wounded Adverſary, which will be found in the 
y 1Hue to have the moſt immediate Connexion with 
bh | his greateſt downfal, and the Reviving Glory of 
t 8 the Church ; for ſtrong is the Lord God who judgath 


her. 


jon 
/ SECTION IV. 
| 
| Qu. V Hat is fpecially called for, i this 
day, of ſuch as are accountable for 
{ on a Talemt of Light, and Confirmations to our 
aith ? 

Anſ. 1f this were ſuitably taken to Heart, we 
could not but reckon our ſelves under the greateſt 
w ms and cal, to ſuch an improvement here- 
of, 

I. That weaccount it not enough to have a Faith, 
for quieting our own Spirits, bur alſo ro confirm o- 
thers, by putting to our Seal rhat God is true, in the 
great Affurances of his Word, and to Sandt:ifie him 
before the World; which is ſo important a Duty, as 
the Lord was wroth even with a Moſes, and Aaron 
for one ſhortcoming, when he called for the ſame, 
Numb, 2.0, 12. and it's ſure in no time was ſuch a 
ſpecial truſt more repoſed thereon, than in this Age, 

| | bot 


both as a publick Debt on the Church, "nf 
Perſonal on each Chriſtian, how to- witneſs for 
the Lord, upon - that great Intereſt of his Faith 
fulneſs and for. Tranſmitting the fame, to the 
Ages to- come, by a- Contirmatory Seal, and Te- 
- ftimony thereto. 

II. To reckon: our ſelves alſo under ſome mor 
than ordinary call this day, (each in their preſent 
Capacity and Station, ) to appear for the Credit 
of the Truth, and ftemm ſo viſible and impetuous a 
Tide, as is now running of diruft, and of a diſcre- 
ditable fainineſs ; for ir may be ſaid, never was the 


Church under the New Teftament ſo remarkably 


held under ſuch a "Trial, as that wherein the Lord 
did prove the Church of Iſrael, Numb. 14. Or had 
a more evident reſemblance thereto, in the ſame 
Circumſtances as in this day, it they were ſeriouſly 
pondered ; As ]. How n the ſame manner, ſuch a 
Falſe and evil report 18 too viſibly raiſed upon the 
bleſt ways of the Lord, to diſcourage and faint the 
Spirits of his Pcopie, as was then by the Spyes, that 
there were inſuperable difticulties in the way of the 
Promiſe, by Reaſon of the Anakims, and of their 
walled Cities, 8 nd -did thus oppoſe. the Credit of 
Senſe, to all theſe Aſſurances which God had given 
zo their Faith. I, "Char this bighly difhonourable 
Cowardics and Difruſt 1d to ſcize on that. People, 
as was like to —_ ina vilible revolt, and to cry 
for a Leader to go back ro Egypt againz which a- 
mongſt roo many in this time may be juſtly feared, 

III. That this was afcer ſuch extraordinary Confir- 
mations Which the Lord had given to the Faith of 
his Caurch then; who had by his own unmediate ang 
Ot» 
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out-ſtretched hand, ſo lately brought them out of 
the Houſe of Bondagey and from the Iron Farnace it 
Egypt, as refdred their misbeliet to be a guilt un- 
der ſuch Aggravations, as the Holy God did in that 
manner plead, Verſ. 2.2. Theſe ten times have they 
tempted me, who have ſeen my Glory, and my Mt 
racles, which 1 did in the Wilderneſs, &c, 1V. But 
herein we hope, and are Contidently ſure of a blef- 
ſed Diſparity in this reſemblence, as to the yumerouſ- 
»eſs of ſuch, who ſhall be found of the Reformed 
Churches, to At ſomething of that part,, which 
theſe Heroick Witneſſes, Caleb and Foſhua did ; and 


| were then put to ſtand alone therein ; who through 


Grace ſhall yet appear with ſome meaſure of thar 
Spirit, and withſtand fo high a Tide of fears, dif- 
couragement and unbelief as 1s at this day, and 
thus to plead againſt the ſame as theſe did, Num. 
I4. 9. If the Lord delight in us, then let us not re- 
bel againſt him, neither fear the greateſt difficulties 
that can be in the way, &c. V, And is not the 
ſame Precedent of Pravidence, of ſo ſingular a re- 
ſpect as the Lord did then teftifie to his Caleb and 
Joſhua ( who were of another Spirit in following 


 bim fully, in that day ) a continued Affurance, for 


all who ſhall be helped to any honourable appea- 
rance of this kind, by making them ſee, and inhe- 
rit the Truth of his Promiſe ; yea that ſuch a reſi- 
due as out-lives this great and amazing ſtorm ſhall 
have ſomething of that Teſtimony to bear alſo, 
which Caleb gave, Foſh, 14.8, 10. My Brethren 
which went up with me made the Heart of the Peo- 
ple faint, but I fully followed the Lord my God, and 
now behold the Lord bath kept me alive, of .- 
elle 
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' bleſſed they, whoſe Souls are raiſed with that Holy 
Zeal for the Truth,to ſtand up in this great breach, 
by a reſolute Profefſion of their Faith, and Witneſs 
ro the Faithfulneſs of God, as ſuch great and cx+ 
craordinary Confirmations, given thereto, now call 
for. | 
III. It is one of the ſpecial Duties of this day we 
fland alſo accountable for, how to ſtemm rhis high 
and growing Tide of Prejudice, and Reproach againlt 
the Reformed Religion which in ſome unuſual way 18 
now alofr, and raging ; and by Manifeſtarion of the 
Truth to gain ſome more awful regard hereof on 
mens Conſcience, that they may ſee ſomething of the 
Glory + of our Profeſſion, and in what manner it main- 
tains its Eonqueſt as no way elſe can poflibly claim ; 
I, Which reckons none to be the true and genus» 
ine Proſeflours hereof who imbrace not the fame up- \ 
on Evidence, and with reſpeCt to its Intrinſick Excel- 
lency and worth ; nor does Judge the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion to go by number, and poll, where this is 
wanting ; but purſues that end to have men in- 
gaped firft to be Chriſtians, that they may be true 
and fincere ProtefFants s and therefore can admit 
no ſuch Mc«thods of any baſe Compliance with the 
Humour and Intereſts of Men, which its Principles 
will not bear. IT. Which in its courſe 1s ever 7e- 
gular and Certain, according to the Rule of an 
Unchangeable and Eternal Truth, without depen- 
dence on the will of man herein, or any mutable Re- 
volutions of the Time, III. Which dorh with the 
greateſt luſtre fhine forth in the Brighteſt Ligbe, 
and is maintained by the cleareſt Knowledge ; yea 
by the furtheſt plainnefs, and openneſs of Heart, 
to- 
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x | ment fixed. on aqadicious Trytly before cheir-Reſo- 
il F lution ; nor accobntwrhe' Truchzof *Religion;» cant 

ever ſubliſt by. \aw'extermal:ſhew/ 2nd Proteffion, 
'e | without. its known: Evidence andthe Efficacy there- 
h  of:ow mens Souls-1ul V;i Which: }ſincetely follows 
t F the Carbolick Inrebeflnrff \Chriſtiiniry! and: publick 
3 | good of: Mankindzz mepromotingsthe:great: End: of 


the Goſpel, ſo as the World may ſee its higheſt In- 


the Simplicity, and Spirituality of Goſpel Admini- 
ftrations, ( according to the revealed Rule) amongſt 
Men, as that which doth moſt nearly concern the 
» | Vitals of Religion and an Inward Life of Communi- 
| on with God. V, Which Pleads an Impartil 
Tryal of all its Adverfaries, whether the Princtples 
'ef our Profeſſion or of Popery, give the greateſt Sectt- 

- rity to Civil Government, and founds the ſtrongeft 
Obligations ro Magiſtracy and to all Czvil, and Me- 
7al Daties, by which the awe and venerable eſteem 
of Religion is kept up in a Nation. Ir is high time 
that men ſhould ceaſe to be implicite, and become 
expreſs upon this greateſt Intereſt they have waith- 
in time, which is the Truth of their Profeſſion in the 
matter of Religion's when ar Deceit oniMiſtake here 
is of an Eternal Bo Upon which account, 
without reſpe& to Intereſt, Party, or Education, 
I have this day ſoughr to know the Truth, and 
what Adverſariecs could poflibly pretend, to Re- 
proach, or Prejudge any for the Reformed Religion ; 
All they can do, is but to charge mens Corrupti- 
G on 


Cc 
1 © tent 1s to exalt all Divine Inſtitutions, and advance 
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and Principles of their Profeſſion, that can never give 
the leaſt gry IS thereto, but- 1x 


clear as the Sun; when on the other hand I could 
know no _ _ ws - a Profeſſion; 
as Popery, but turn! ff, in the for 

Aikeole qa then niagten Religion and Pe... 
once : But can ſay, in a reſolute Adherence to the 
Dodtrine of the Reformed Church, I fear not to ads 
venture my Soul, and enter into an Eternal State, - | | 


| ug this 1s a 


IDE A; 


| Of the Confirmed State of a Chri. 


ſtian in Diſmal | and — 


Times, 


Ho' the Meaſure Xx all Chriftions 
bliſhment in the Truth be nor altke, 
but muſt have reſpe& to their different 
Ti Het, : Talents, and Improvements for 
this end ; yet a it cauſe Aſtoniſh- 

ment to ſee, how rare any Study of this kind is now 
to be found, When it's not only one of the high- 
eſt concerns of Chriſtianity, but in a more than or- 
dinary way called for, as the Work of this day ;. 
part of Religion, which ſeems 
proved of any, for the »nor eneral State w” Pro- 
fe fifours within < Church ; or ſome Conviction 
hereof, was this Eſla y deligned z wherein with hum« 
ble Confidence ( I may fay) the Trath hath been 


ſought with that. Serious Enquiry into the Nature of 


theſe things held forth, as I Judged needful for ſuch, 
who have ſo great an | Intereſt, and Adventure not 


only through Time, but for all Eternity, to ſupport 
themſelves upon the alone.Certainty hereof z. and 


G 2 this 


ere theſe days of Trial, which we now ſec, paſs over 
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this Generdtion, it may. be found this was not unſea- 
ſonable, or without cauſe directed ro ſuch a time, 
if the Lord graciouſly bleſs the ſame ; nor will it 
( 1 hope )* be found” unneceflary to' preſent yer Far- 
ther, ſome clear profpe&t of a Confirmed State m * 
ligion, a4d"what thoſe ought ro beg who with Light, 
k 3 Afﬀfurance of Mind.are like to *folow tbe 
fully, in fach a day ; which is bere offered in a ſeven 
fold Chargtter, ynder which. a traly Confirmed Cort, 
Plan br the Truth of bis Profeſſion may be Stated, * — 
+: CHARACTER; I, | He | is .dne Who hath. \ano- 
ther Sence, and Impreſſion of this great Study for at- 
taining to a Confirmed State im Religion, and is on 
higher grounds preſſed.to folow the ſame, than moſe 
0 "he Wb Church do apprehend; and ſhould be 
nn dg 
'''-x.” As "one to, whom the Glory of the Chriftian 
Erofeſſos in the higheſt Degree dear, and" who 
would haye the World fee, that fiich as imbrace the 
Rime, 'and do moſt, fully Adventure on the Teſti- 
mony of God in his Word, are thoſe” who walk 
on "the higheſt Principles of true, and enlightned 
Reaſon; yea, who take deeply to ' Heartithar Obli- 
gatioft"which 1s on all, -who defire 'to advance the 
Repute, and Howour of rhe Trath, to be in ſuch 
Terms, therewith upon its own Evidence, that they 
may know how to Confute and* Shame” Arbeifts, 
and [nfidels, if called thereunto, 

2. Who ſee alſo, that ſuch is the State of fallen 
Meas, as ſtands in need of all the Contributions that 
Can be, not only to ſtrengthen the Chriſtians Faith, 
to bear our againft the ftrong Afſaulrs of Infidelity, 
bur to gain alſo more Credit and Yeneration to the 
Truth,with choſe whoate not eaſily dealt _— by 
UC 


*% 


ED, (859 * 
ſuch weans is bear ſome Congruity 10 their Natural 
Light, and. Reaſon; for which end the Lord hath 
afforded his Miniſterial helps, to render the. Unbe- 
lief of the World, and all pretence of Heſitation a+ 
bour his Truth .more inexcuſable, 

. He alſo, ſees, that: the. moſt important, . and 
Fundamental. Truths of Chriſtianity, need the great- 
eſt. Confirmation in his Faith; and thoſe who: enter 
into ſo high and diſcriminating a Profeſſion from the 
refidue of the World,need ro:know in what manner 
they embrace. the ſame. He ſees that the natural Or- 
der of things does abſolutely require to have the Fown- 
dation ſure laid, on which ſo greata ſuperſtrutture 
muſt reſt,'fo as he judgeth it a Work by ut ſelf, and to 
need ſome. peculiar retiring his Soul in the moſt ſeri- 
ous receſs, and Compolure thereof, to attain @ fted- 
faſtneſs in the Truth, and to. know the ſtrong. and 
firm Conveyances of that at, Myſtery of the Go- 
ſpel, in ſuch a manner, as- needs not @ new 411- 
rack to Confirm the fame. Bur he knows . that 
no ſharpneſs of mens Natural Underſtanding a- 
bour the Truth can ever attain a true Reft, and Set- 
tlement of Mind therein, without an bumble, and 
ſerious Spirit ſtooping down before the Wiſdom of 
God, and entring as a /ittle Child into his School 3 
and by that humble Pra&#ice, and Obedience of the 
Goſpel, there is an undoubred coming up to: the 
greateſt Aſſurance and cleareſt Demonſtrations of the 


ſame, as Fob, 7. 17, | 
He knows thar as nothing tends more to ſhake 


| Mens Spirits, and ſtagger them abuut the Truth, 


than a Light and Tranſient View hereof, ſo does the 

greateſt Eſtabliſhment follow, on the neareſt ap- 

proach by a deep and ſerious Enquiry about the ſame ; 
G and 
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and'he'clearly fees that if ſuch who look but it 
diſtance on the way of Religion, did but once come 
to have their Spirits exceed in a more ſerious Refle- 
ion thereon, the frff view they ſhould have, 
could nor but be matter of Wonder, and Amaze- 
ment; to think what can ſupport a Soul in ſo mar- 
vellous a way as the Life and Pradice of Chriſtianity; 
Which is ſo viſibly above Nature, and that where- 
in they muſt do violence to thefſamey wherein they 
muſt part with the Multitude, #and rppoſe themſebves 
#0 the ſtrongeſt Tide of Examp!'e, and muſt endure al- 
fo*mn Hope, and belicws for things 437 ſeen, ( which 
were never the Obje& of Humane 5ence,) co any in 
this Earth ; a5 are oft calicd to pact with the moſt 
deſirable things of Sexce, upon the 3lone Credit of 
their Faith ; yea, wherein they ouſt enter that 
Profefſion, on no other Terms, than to be Martyrs 
for the ſame, and Seal it with their Blood; fo that 
he muſt needs ſee a Chriſtian according to the Rule 
and Inſtitution of the Goſpel, to be the greateſt Rid- 
dle, and Wonder of any fight within time g bur 
when ſuch come more cloſe and near upon this 7r5- 
al, and have ence underſtood the Nature and great- 
weſs of that Security which theſe have to adventure 
' on, and what is the Glory of their Hope, and the 
ſure Spring of their Supplies, for their Work and 
Trials within time ; then will this ſecoud wonder 
unſpeakably exceed the firſ# ; how it's poſſible thar 
ſuch are not of a more raiſed, and enlarged Spirit, in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel, in that ſhort ſeaſon the 

have here for it on the Earth, and how their dif 
culty ſhould not be more, to bear the Foy of ſo great 
@ Proſpet, and Expeftation, than to bear any pre- 
ſen; Griefs and Troubles, Yea how a mans _ 
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who indeed ſincerely makes the Chriſtian Profeflis © 
on, is not'in forme more continued tranſport of 74- 3 
wviſhment and wondering, to know that they are ſures 
ly made for their Ererne/ State in another World, 
and are among thoſe, on whom the glorious God hath 
choſen to have the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
ſhewed forth, in the Regions of Bleſſedneſs above for 
ever, 

5. He hath another fight and profpet of the 
Chriſtian Creed, than moſt who give an cafie Aﬀenc 
thereunto ; and hath his Reaſon ſo dazled with the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, and of the Wonders thereof 
as hath put him to fuch an Exerciſe as that 2 Chron. 
6,18, How to Credir his Eyes therewith, the more 
deep Refleftion he hath upon the fame ; But will 
God in very deed dwell with men on the Earth? 
He judgeth that they, who after ſome fluctua- 
ting ſuſpence, are admitted to ſee the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, with that Certainty of its Evidence, ns 
the greatneſs of ſuch a diſcovery does require ; may 
have ſome reſemblance to that tranſport which the 
Angels had at the frf Creation ; when the Morn= 
ing Stars Sung togerber, and the Sons of God 
ſhouted for Foy; to fee themſelves thus, who were 
brought our of pure nothing, entred into that inef» 
fable Light of ſeeing God, and alſo their own blef- 
ſedneſs in him, in ſo high a degree, - So that he 
accounts it one of the higheſt Artainmenrs of Religi- 
on, for a Chriſtian indeed to believe the Articles of 
bis own Paith, and have his Soul as fully perſwaded 
hereof, as of his being; rhat ſuch a rime affuredly 
was, (and is now many Ages {ance paſt,) when the 
glorious Redeemer of the Church, the ſecond Perſon of | 
the God-bead came down from Heaven, and was re- 
G 4 vealed 


(83) 
 vealed-ijn our: Najure z that oni,him, as Suytty to 
Divine - Juſtice in,he room. of. the..E/e#- Church, 
was the whole-Gwilt,-.and Sin. thereof transferred 3 3 
and in this marvellous way did-the Holy God. rake 
Satisfattion io Himſelf, by Himſelf z that thus our 
Nature is exaired, by the Incarnation of Chrif > 
bove the Nature of Angels ; that. the time 1s..pear 
when the meaneſt afflicted Chriſtian, ſhall rake. in 
no other Air, than the Breathings-of the higber Pa- 
radiſe above, and now. hath an Eternity ot Joy, and 
ieflednefs betore him; that. within a. very, little 
rice he ſhall know this welcome of our bleſt Redeem- 
er :0 his Followers, here on the Earth, Come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father inherit the Kmgdom, &c, When 
he ſhail rake off che. Croſs, and pur on the Crown, 
when it ſhall be then no more a 'marter of Faith, 
but of Sence, to be Partaker of that Inheritance with 
the Saints in Light ; and know thoſe Proper May- 
frons in that Stare of Glory, and, peculiar 4//ignment 
thereunto, which all the Redeemed ſhall then have ; 
and be out in the ſame rank with the Elett Angels; 
to be as thoſe pure flames of Love, and Foy ; yea 
know what ir is co walk in the: Sireers of the New 
Feruſalem which are as Gold, Tranſparent as. Chrj- 
fal ; and what that meeting-will be of his Soul 
Perfe&ted, and ina Triumphant State, with his Glo- 
rified Body, raiſed incorruptible, and never to part 
any more ; and to have his proper ſhare of that 
bleſſed and greateſt Solemnuity, that ſhall be celebra- 
red in Heaven 3s the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, 
with the whole Triumphant Church ; and hear 
that honourable account which the great Fudge will 
then make of. theſe Trials of his Faith, and ſharp 
conflicts which he had gone through v within time; 
with 
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with that ſolemn Teftimony,of: Approbation, which 
will be given hereot ! And fince 1's ſure theſe great 
thmgs muſt be a part of the Chriſtian Faith; can it 
be ſtrange, that ſuch, as would in that manger con- 
verſe therewith ( tho they be not yer ſeen ) as no 
leſs undoubted Realities than any preſent Obje&s of 
Senſe, cannot be ealily ſauichied with a low degree 
of Evidence and Confirmation of their Judgment ; 
but would have their Joy perleCted fo far as this 
State of Mortality can bear ; and ſo find it eafie to 
Rejazce, and Glory in Tribplation, and to weep now 
for a Scaſon, who arc to rejoyce for ever ; yea to 
ſay in the Words of Azephiboſheth, Ler them take 
it all, and enjoy the ſame, fince he who is their 
Life, and Exceeding Joy, Lives and Reigns, who is 
Infinitely better ro them chan all rheſe things, 

6, He accounts the Strengthning of bis Faith, to 
be ſuch a:concern, not only as 1t 1s his Souls Adwven- 
ture for all Eternity, but as the higheſt way of Glori- 


fying God here : "That whatever tends roa more full 


Confirmation of the ſame, he reckons alſo one of 
the greateſt Additions to his Foy and Comfort with- 
in time z and that theſe manifold Aſiſtances ( with 
ſuch Keduplication thereof ) which the Lord hath 
himſelf given for this end, are ſuch that no Frag- 
ments of ſo rich a Talent ſhould be loſt ; and tho he 
knows the greateſt Demonſtrations of our Faith can 
add nothing to the Certainty of Divine Truth in it. 
ſelf; yet are they thus given in regard of the ſtrong 
Trials of a Chriſtians Life, and of what their weak- 
veſſes ſtand-in need of for ſupport, 

7. Irs in this Study, he ſees and takes to Hearr, 
how not only the Condition of dan in the Earth, 
but the Profeſſion of Chriſt alſo calls for ſuch a rec- 


koning, 
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koning, that he may have Trials m that manner di. 
ſpenſed, that no.w1ſable refuge will be found in the 
leaſt to ſtand by him, but all humane Comfort and A 
fiance will fail him,fo that he muſt needs lay in Fal- 
laſt now in its Seaſon, and be founded thereon with 
that Aﬀurance of Judgment, as is needful for thar 
Day, when he muſt either ger through in the alone 
way of Believing, againſt Sence, or Periſh, And 
tho no ſuch Attainments of Light can bear out then, 
without prefenr, and immediate Influences from a- 
bove, and that it 1s ſure atcording to the Day, ſo muſt 
the Chriſtians Strength be, yet does he ſee alſo, the 
want of an eſtabliſhed Judgment, and of ſome proper 
fock laid up of Aids, and Aſſifpances this way 2- 
gainſt a ſharp Storm, is like ro make ſad work #- 
wong the Profeſſours of this Age, ere the Tr:11s of 
ſuch a time have done their work. 
8. He ſees alſo how the greateſt Conteſt, which 
s this day in the World, 1sbetwix! God, and Z1zn, 
upon the Truth and Aſſurance of bis Vord; and that 
the higheſt Trial, and Probation of a Chriſtian, in 
which all the Trials of his Life do ſtill meet, may 
be reſolved here ; If they receive tbe Teſtimony of 
God in his Word as an abſolute Security to relie on 
yea or not, And tho this is the peculiar Glory of 
the only true God, 10 have an abſolute Dependance'of 
his whole Work on himſelf, and to be the alone 
Centre of his Peoples reſt ; yet may nothing be more 
eviden!, than that with moſt he bears that Name, of 
being their truſt ; when the whole burden and weight 
hereof lies alone upon viſible grounds ; fothat thoſe 
Bends, and Promiſes which he hath himſelf given un- 
ro men, do bear no more Credit, than they have 


fome Emernal Surety of in the Earth, which — 
7 
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ſtill look after, to ſtand as it were good 
fible for the ſame, which is the higheſt /ndignity can 
be offered to the glorious Majeſty of God. | 

- 9. He does much take to Heart this preſent Pe- 
riod of timve, wherein the fluftuating ſuſpence, and 
halting of ſo many under a vilible Profeſſion of the 
Truth, is now one of the moſt diſmal Signs hereof g 
and thar it ſeems to be the r5we, wherein the Lord! 
will in an unuſual way take this Generation off fron 
any implicite Profeſſion of the ſame ; and when thar 
great Roll of Viſible Profeſſors in all the Reformed 
Churches, may be ere long in that manner ca/ed, ay 
each muſt anſwer :0 his own Name;and be pur ro ſtand 
to the Proof before the World ; when no Temporal 


Intereſt, but Internal Motives and Certainty of the | 


Truth upon its own Evidence, muſt bear one out ; 


come in the Churches way, more remarkable for 
Trial, than have been in ſome Apes before, 
CHARACT. II. A truly confirmed Chriſtian, 
may be rhus alſo ſtated, as one who is in the fir 
place moſt deeply taken up about that rare Plot of 
Mans Redemprios ; and to (ee theſe great, and won- 
derful Truths there, not fingly, and apart, but in that 
Harmony, Order, and Conſent of all the parts thereof, 
as #bey are linkt together in this marvellous frame ; 
ſo as ro make the wholy one entire piece. And where- 
of no part does in the leaſt interfere with another, 
W hich he finds to be one of the moſt Principal Des, 
mmonſftrations of this great Myftery of the Goſpel, 
which the Lord hath given for Ccnfirming his Poo: 
ples Faith, And thus in another manner than for- 
merly, can he now entertain his Sou] herewith; 
and 
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yea thar the moſt effeb/iſhe may ere long find it nor | 
caſte to be kept from Staggering; and a few days 
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as have his Joy. unſpeakably heightened, 1, To: 
ſee at once the ruined State of fallen Man, and what. 
a Flood-gare of all Evil-is let looſe on Adams Race, 
not only Morally in Sip, but what is Penal in the 
Ioe, and Miſeries thereof z yea ſuch a State, where 
all Hope of relief is for ever cut off in the way. of : 
Nature, or by any. created help ; and where .the- 
Execution of a_ Righteons Sentence, on men for the 
voluntary Violation of a Law; Fuft, Holy and, 
Good, can be no Impeachment ( in theleaſt ) of the 
Righteouſneſs of God z But then therewith he does 
ſee ſuch a relief brought ro Light, as can not only 
anſwer the whole extent of this ruin, but the Glory 
of God more eminently diſplayed therein, than if the 
Law had been obeyed, or abſolutely executed in its 
Penalty on the whole race of man. Yea, ( which 
makes this more wonderful, co ſee a higher Diſpen- 
{ation of Grace unto man, now under the Golpel, 

than was to Adam in his Primitive State ; whereby 
innumerable Chriſtians are made to endure and pre- 
yail over ſtronger Aſſaulrs, than broke him even in 
his /ntegrity ; which is a thing ſo marvellous, that 
the great and Infinite God only could find out and 

effect it, 2, He does now ſee how clear a Conli- 
ſtence and Harmony 1s here, that he who had no. 
Sin by Inbefion, but was Holy, harmleſs, and Un- 

defiied, ſhould be under the greateſt weight of Sin 
by Imputation ; and by the exacteſt Rule of Divine 
Juſtice, be made liable” ro anſwer both the whole 
Duty, and full Penalty of the Law ; having, as Sure- 
ty betwixt the Credztor and Debtor, put himſelf in 
his Peoples room, to anſwer the full demands there- 
of both tor Debt, and Duty, 3, It is here he does 
ſee that bleſt Conſent and Harmony betwixt the 
ſpot- 
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ſpotleſs Fuftice if 0 od, and his nirhellw fiat 3 
'$ o as bis FAT 6 to th higheſt glorified,” in tharitnar- 
vellous wa which fe Gilg the full and comPleat'Sa- 
tisfaction.of is "Law, 2nd all the rights of lnviolable 

Puſtiee: 4s _ White” he is thus dazled with” the 
greet fk a Light, ard put -to enquire what 
ach'a myftety can mean, he is thin forties led or 
to ſte'that rare Plor and Contrivance of the" Cove 
nant of Reconciliation berween God, and Man; here 
within time ; to be” the very” "Duplicate, ind" Cog 
terpart of hat Eterhal Tranſagtion, and Stipiilation 
between the Father and the'Son ; and thus ſees what- 
ever God bath Geclared, 'and proviiſed i in the former 
to his Church, was firſt promiſed, and ſecured to out 
Ble ſed Head in the Covenant of Redemption ; wheres 
in 4s with a Reverend and Awful Diſtance, ſo with 
the greateſt 'Evidence of Light he'is made to ſee here 
choſe” reciprocal Obligations berwixr ther, and mu- 
tual Truſt for making good the whole Terms there- 
of in the appointed time. © 5, He does alſo clearly 
ſee thar rare Order, and Harmony of time in theſe 
ſignal Periods of the Revelation of this great Myſte- 
ry of Chriſt, which from its more dark Diſcovery, 
and Dawning, did ftill more glorioufly open its felf 
co the Church ; by a gradual Light, and unvailing 
of the ſame, as the Sw in its Courſe unto the per- 
fect day ;z yea he hatb his Faith thus unſpeakably 
confirmed, to fee herewith the Goſpel Church being 
ftill the ſame, whither of Fews er Gentiles ; and 
how that Series; and Conſent hath yet never been 
broken off ſince the beginning of a Church called 
forth'from the Reſidue of Mankind, ſet apart as a 

uliar People for the Lord; where none ever had 
Right and Priviledge to be Members of the _ 
ut 
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but by Faith i the Meſſias, and Profeſſion of theie- 
Obedience to his Laws, 6. It is in this Union and 
Harmony, be ſees all the Branches, and Parts of Go- 
ſpel Obedience moſt exaftly meer, and terminate, to 
advance both the greateſt Excellency and B:ſſedneſs 
of Men, and 4h q 
God... Yea, how all the Rules, and Precepts there- 
of do ſo entirely Confpire for this end, as may con- 
ftrain the World to fee, and adtnire the Glorious 
Nature, and Perfettions of bim, whole Laws thele 
are, wherein he does fo brightly ſhine forth. 7.Nor 
can he look ſeriouſly herein, and not ſee that ſweet 
concord as a part of this Harmony, which is betwixt 
the Promiſſory, and Mandatory part of the Goſpel; 
ſo as the Chriſtians Comfort is moſt fully eſtabliſhed, 
and no Duty aboliſhed ; but the very Path-road to 
the moſt full Enjoyments of the Promiſe, and pro- 
per way toattain reſt, and tranquillity of Spirit, muſt 
be ever by taking on the yoke of Chriſt, 8, Yea 
{to Confirm this entire Union, and Harmony more 
fully, he now ſees that exatt and marvellous Cor. 
reſpondence which is betwixt that firſt Fundamental 
Promiſe of the Meſſias, and the Events betwixt all 
the Ancient Figures and Types of the Levitical 
Sarvice, and the Revelation of Chrift himſelf, in 
which all rheſe did meet as in their proper Centre, 
arid now have their full End and Accompliſhment. 
, His Confirmation thus grows to ſee that wander- 
tal Conſent of Chrift;anity, and Native reſult here- 
of, to put fallen man in a due poſture towards God, 
towards bis Neighbours, and towards himſelf ; fo as 
he may know by Faith and Adoration how to enjoy 
G'od, and his Brother, by Love; and thus by Pati 
ence, eekneſs, and Humility, to poſſeſs bis own 


Sont, 


milate him to the Bleſſed Image of | 
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Soul, ind enjoy-himſelf. 10. Yea it 12 in this rare 
and wonderful frame, he is made to ſee ( and- no 
fight can be like this ' that exact correſ | 
which is betwixt the Foundetion and Superfrutture, 
how the whole Tra&# of the Goſpe/ is but one Encire 
and Compleat means ts Glarifie God, and reftore fal- 
le, Man te the higheſt B fs? How that ex 
cellent Stream of San#ification, does flow from that 
Fountain Head of an Ecerna! Decree ; which dogs 
ſtill run under the Ground, until it break wp at laſt 
in the Heart.of each Chriſtian,. by the Effe&nal C all 
of the Goſpel; and thus runs down-through rime'un- 
ril it loſe its ſelf in that unconceivable deep of Perfe- 
Gion and. Glory, Thus is it that each Chriſtian 
might attain ſome higher Degrees of Confirmation in 
bis Faith, than moſt. ſeem either ro know, or look 
after, if be P_ _ how G improve this 
rare c ng work of Religion by ſetting the 
Truths and Principle rats. in their > OE oe 
ſo as each may be ſen, in its neceſla- 
ry Coherence with other, and under its proper ape. 
But the more deep Refletionand Enquiry. he bath 
herein, he is the more made to wonder, and: finds 
this one of the great Afﬀaults to his Faith ? thar the 
Revelation of Chriſt, and Redemption by his Blood 
' ſhould have no greater effe#s this day amongſt men, 
and that the Chrifian World is not in ſome other 
manner awakned with the Glory of this Light, and 
preſt after a larger ſpreading and Diffufios of this 
higheſt and univerſal good to poor mankind ; Yea 
the more he conſiders this, it doth heigthen his A- 
mazement to think how mens deſigns in the matter 
of Duty and Service for the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
can be ſo low within tume, whoſe Defigys and Hopes 
in 


in the cloſe thereof are'fo higb in the matter” of Bi 
joyment ; or take ſo-little to heart, thar=che whole 
Day of the diſpenſation of the Goſpel,Camidſthe tnoft 
diſmal Tryals thar may*fall in therewith;) is a e6nz 
tinued time wherein'we/ are called to keep the Feaſt, 
and from one Ape to. another” celebrate the ſame, 
as a perpetual Fubilee of Foy, and Exiltation, ſince 
Chrift our Paſſover was ſacrificed for #s; but oh how 
rare a thing ſeems this to- be,' and how little of that 
flame-and fervency of Love to our Bleſſed Redeemer 
& now kindled on bs' Altar ? Such as *might be 
expetted on ſuch wonderful ncirements. thereto; 
and which once were in the Church, | 
CHARACT.,. HI, Though a Confirmed Chri> 
f:an muſt be ſpecially ftated as ſuch, one: who Anows 
tbe Internal part of Religion, and Sealingwork of the 
Holy Ghoſt on his own Soul, which'1s'notrby words, 
bur 7hings of the higheſt Trurh, Subſfance;*and Rea- 
lity ; yer is henot ſatisfied ro know this by* Spiritual 
Senſe, until he can-fee the ſame with. The: furcheſt 
Evidence of Light alſo to his mind';” and have no 
leſs a clear and judicions Tryal of this great Myftery 
of Experimental Religion, (for confirmation, of hs 
Faith, than to be ſen/ibly affeed with the fele power 
thereof. And in the firſt place why this is:neceflarily 


requiſite and called for, with reſpect. to'theiConfirm-" 


ed State of a Chriſtian, may be thus conſidered, on 
ſome few grounds. 

1. Thar the things of Religion, which muſt be ex- 
perienced within time, are ſuch ſublime, and wou- 
derful Myſteries, as may be juſt matrer of aſtomiſh- 
ment,and make men a wonder to themſelves,to think 
that theſe preſent Pledges of ſo great a hope which 
ts to come, are no. ſhadows, no appearances of 
things, 
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things, but moſt ſure, and undoubted realities; and 


that ſuch'there are this dey. in the Earth, who know - 
ſo near a converſe 'with an; Inviſible God, and the 


ſupernatural Truths of his Word, with the ſenfible 
feeling of .the ineſtimable Love of Chriſt, by this 
demonſtration of Experzencez yea, who in ſuch diſ- 
mal Times do aljurediy know what the Foy of bas 
Preſence, and an immediate Fellowſhip with their 
blefſed Head is,upon tHe.greateſt certainty of Tryal; 
ſince theſe are ſo high, and marvelous things, which 
exceed all- Natural Underſtanding, as the felt Sweet- 
neſs of their enjoyment ſhould not more deeply take 
«men up, than to ſee the Truth, and Sureneſs of theſe 
Principles, whereon they build, ES 

2, Bzcauſe this Teſtimony of the Truth of Ex- 
perimental Religion, ſhould be. underſtood not only 
as it's of highett uſe for Chriſtians Perſonal Comfort, 
and Eſtabliſhment; bur with.reſpeCt co. the Publick 
Intereſt: of the Church, ;, a, ſpecial dury it is to have 
the Cred:t of this greateſt Teſtimony, and Seal, de- 
monſtrably cleared, with the furtheſt ſtrength of 
barmonious, and argumentative Reaſon, for ſuch 
Who look: but at a diſtance yer thereon 5 which may 
not only awaken them to ſome deeper ſenſe, and im- 
preſſion hereof, but conſtrain chem to fee, how no 
Natural Science hath more clear, and firm demon- 
ftrations, than the Experimental part of Chriſtianity, 
(which is the very Life and Soul thereof,)may have 
to mens Reaſon, and Judgment, tho? they never 
knew it within 'themſ{clyes, Yea for this end ſhould 
ſuch, as have expMienced the Truth, and Vertue of 
the Goſpel, reckon themſelves as Witneſſes; who are 
judicially obliged co put their Seal thereunto ; and is 


now more called for, in an Age when no particular 
H | Truth 
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Truth ſeems more ſtrongly impugned, than the 
Reality of Experimental Godlineſs is ; and become as 
a Publick Theam of Derifion ; tho? men muft either 
quit the whole Revelation of the Scripture, or ſee 
this to be as Eſſential to the C:nftitution of a Chri 
ftian, as Vital Principles are to a Living Man, 

3. Yea it's ſure herein, that ſuch as take Reli- 
gion to heart, muſt needs loak- to be put to the 
greateſt Tryal of its Certainty, and fhould moſt near- 
ly concern themſelves, to know if they can abide as 
firmly by their Spiritual Senſe, as by that which 1s. 
Natural; and do know as ſurely in themſelyes the 
Oper ations, and Motions of a Spiritual Life, as that 
they have being by Nature; and that here be no 
doubtful or abſtratNotions butwhich have haddeep 
Tryal, and Reflexion on them; that they who dare 
to venture therr Eternal State on the known cer- 
tainty thereof, do Reaſon their Souls to a ſtedfaſt 
adherence to the Truth, when they are called to ſa- 
erifice their Lives thereto ; ro wit, from the Rare 
Experiments, and Proofs, they have oft had of the 
ſame in their own Tryal. 

4, It doth more ſpecially call for a demonſtrative 
clearing of the Credit of this Teftimony, as one of 
the Serqices of Rebgion, to promote the Kingdom of 
Chriſt amongſt men, which ſeems leaſt improved 
ofany with reſpe& to the general State of ſuch 
who are within the Church, who are fo great ſtran- 
gers to the ſame z yea ſhould be judged one of the 
great wants of this day, when Atheiſm 15 now at ſo 
aftoniſhing a height, that it 13 not more ſtudied to 
have the Experimental part of Religzon, (which in at 
felt lics deep and hid, and+is a fecret betwixt God 
and the Chriſtians Soal,) with ſuch clearneſs, and | 
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by that warner of Evidence demonſtrated to the 
World, as might tend to beget ſome'more Awful 
Senſe.and Convidtion hereof, (when fuck. clear and 
unanſwerable grounds might be improved for this 
cnd);on thoſe who look thereon as ſome ſtrange and 
dark Rigdle, ſo as they could no more deny, or 
withſtand the Evidences hereof, than that they 
have a Living Soul which yet they never ſaw ; or 
could ever be the QbjeR of Human Senſe, And how 
fad a,proſpect ſhould this give of the greateſt part of 
the Chriſtian World? who not only know nothing 
of the True Glory, and Spiritual Powers of Chriſtia- 
zity, but-have not the very Notion, of any Senſe of 
the reality-of ſuch a thing. 

But in the 2.4 place it is thus that each Chriſtian, 
for being ſolidly confirmed in the Way of Religion, 
may as clearly ſee, 28 he does ſenfebly feel, the Truth 
of his own Experience, and have his Faith as fully 
cſtabliſhed by this inward, and great demonſtration 
of the things of God, as his Af/ettions are quickened, 
upon ſuch ftrang, and demonſtrative grounds of the 


_ gertainty hereof, as theſe are. 


1, By conſidering his preſent, and former State ; 
that not.in a dream, but in the moſt-deep and ſe- 
rious-compoſure of fpirit, he knows that once he 45 
blind,. and wholly eſtranged from this Myſtery of 
Chriftian Experiznce, - which now he does ſees and 
once-had the ſame ſentiment hereof with ſuch who 


' do never at all refle& on the ſame; but no ſooner 


did the Truth, and Power of Religion ſeize on his 
Soul,than he found himſelf entred imo a new World, 
to-know the-dawnings of this 91arvelows Light, and 
what belongs to theſe Enjoyments,. and Vital As 
of Chriſtianity, that have not the leaft dependance 
on any Natural Cauſe. HS 2. By 
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2, By conſidering the marvelous Superſtrufture 4 
Experimental. Religion, which from the inward ob- 
ſervation of Chriftians in all Agez,is ſuch as the World 
could not almoſt contain the Books, that might be 
written hereof which yet i ſo entirely founded on - 
one, and the ſame Foundation, and docs 1n-all rhe 
Lines of this great Circumference, ſtil meet” in; the. 
ſame Center ; yea thus how entire;and harmonious a 
thing Religion in all the parts thereof is within up- 
on the Soul, as well as without ; ſo as every ſtep in 
tha way of the Experience of the Saints 18 no/gro- 
ping in the dark, but what is by Line and by Rule, 
with as ſure, and demonſtrablea connexion with the 
External Teſtimony of the Word, as there is in Na- 
zure betwixt the Caxſe, and the Efe# ; which affords 
a more wonderful affiftance. to his Faith, than' the 
greateſt External Aracles could ever do ;; and tho' 
the Spirit of God does ſometimes in an extraord;- 
vary manner reveal himſelf to men, (as as of bis 
Soveraign Prerogative which make no Rule)yet with 
the Eſtabliſhed Conſtitutions of bu Word does' the 
continued Experience of the Saints moft harmoniouſe 
ly ever correſpond. i 

3- By conſidering thus alſo the Being, and Rea- 
lity of Grace, not in its Efe&s only, but in its proper 
Cauſe and Original, and how the Truth of Holineſs in - 
the Life of a Chriſtian 1s ſo expreſs a Tranfcript of 
the Goſpel, in its External Revelation 5 that the 


Impreſs doth not more clearly anſwer the Seal on |. 


zhe Wax, than it doth beger the ſame Form and 
Image of it ſelf in ſuch as believe; yea alſo that con- 
formity it bears to the ever bleſſed Archetype,as well 
as to the Revealed Rule ; and how bright a diſco- 
very 15 this of fo glorious @ Being, and OnN 3» 
whic 


er, , 
ich it's conformed ? Who is the alone "2, 
which 11s conformed : o 1s the alone Pattern,and 


Example of all Truth and Holmeſs ; which is ſo great 
a diſcovery,as he is made to wonder, that men in this 
Ape are ſo much awaken'd to find out the true Phe 
vomena of Natare, (tho'in its own room a moſt 
choice ſtudy, and ſpecially deſftrable,) and will be as 
in a Tranſport, upon ſome rare Natural Experiment, 
as made one in that manner cry our, pnza fpnrg. , 
T have found, I have found ; whilſt here is another 
kind of demonſtration, and of more tranſcendent in- 
tereſt than all theſe could ever amount to, on which 
the Eyes of moſt are this day ſhur. 

4+ By conſidering that Unchangeable Conpruity, 
which us betwixt the nature of theſe things, enjoyned in 
the whole Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, and mens being 
made happy thereby, now 1n their preſent ſtate; and 
how great a Temporal Revenue of the Fruits of Re- 
ligion, as inward Confidence, Peace, and Serenity of 
Mind,doth as natively follow the life, and practice 
hereof,as the Fruit of a Tree anſwers to its kind; and 
3s ever found the alone rae relief of Mankind,againft 
all the griefs and bitterneſs of time z yea that it's no 
diſtance of place, but of mens ſpirit by impurity, and 
corruption, that makes ſo fad a diſtance berwixt 
God and Man here in the Earth. 

5. He is thus further confirmed upon this great 
Teſtimony of Experimental Religion, by confidermg 
that it's ſure ſuch as do bear this witneſs are known; 
1, 5To be fuch who are of rhe moſt diſcerning, and 
judicious 1 the things of Reaſon, as well as any elle; 
2. Whoſe walk and pratiice uſe to have the greateſt 
Authority over mens Conſciences with whom they 
converſe, 3. Who are found moſt intenſly taken up * 
in the retired work, and duties of Religion ; that can 
3 have 


have no refpe&t to the witneſs, and obſervation of 
others, 4, Who ſeek no Implicit Credit from any here- 
in; but do pray men to come,and ſee, and prove the 
ſame in their own Experiences with an _—_ to the 
moſt exa&t Inquiry, and rational Tryal of all Man- 
kind,if here be any caſual thing 5 and if that Teſti- 
mony of the Do&rinal,and Experimental part of Re- 
ligion be not ſtill one, and the ſame. 5. Who alfo 
out of the moſt remote places of the-Earth,and other- 
wiſe ſtrangers amongtt themſelves, do yet moſt har- 
moniouſly meet in the ſame Witneſs, and are thus 
mutually diſcloſed to each other, by a near,and feeling 
zntercourſe of their Souls, from ſuch an Oxeneſs in a 
Spiritual State, and thoſe Specifick Properries of a 
Spiritual, and New Nature, with as diſcernible evi- 
dence, as if one 91an ſhould meet with another of 
the [ame kind, in ſuch a place of the Earth, which 
were only inhabited with Beafts. 

6. By conſidering alſo, (with a deep and ſerious 
reflection hereon,) thar ſure,and known Conjuntion, 
which 1s berwixt the moſt rare Experiences of a Chri- 
ſtians Life, and the moft ſearching Tryals thereof, 
with that uniform Conſent that hath in all Ages of 
the Church been, in ſuch marvelous things, as theſe, 
1, What fclezmm Tokens and Teſtimonies of the Love 
of God,and his: Acceprance, are found uſually to meer 
his People in the exzry of ſome great Tryal, or Ser- 
wice tr him 5 even in ſome dnuſual manner then, 
in the ſenſe whereof, 25 it was with Elyab,they have 
bren made to go many das after in a Wilderneſs-ftates 
yea how this does not reſpeCt Perſons only, bur 
Churches; that the Word Riil uſeth to go before 
with ſome remarkable confirming work, to ſecure 
zhe heart before the Croſs, and ſome ſpecial __ 
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of Perſecution comes, 2, 'Fhat as each day hath its 
proper burden, and work, ſo. hath itirs proper allow- 
ance provided for the ſame ; which ſheuld be no lefs 
ſought after by a Chriſtian,than his daily Bread, and 
when the preſſure of ſuch a day grows to ſome more 
ſiogular height s fo alſo ſhould the expence hereof 
he in Faith ſought for, andexpeted, 3, How the 
choiceſt Mercies are reſerved to the ſaddeſt Times of 
a Chriſtians Lot ; and moſt uſually croſs to their own 
choice,and they have had the greateſt ſtruglings with 
thoſe Methods of Providence,which in the iſſue rend- 
ed moſt to their Advancement. 4, Yea how the re- 
rurns of a long deferred hope atter much humble 
waiting have been ro them, as a P:iſpgab,whence rhey 
have not only had a clear,and comforting proſpe# of 
their by-paſ# Tryals, but have been more fully con- 
firm'd for the time to come;and can bear now that Te- 
ſtimony, that the Lord bath cleared all paſt things to 
them,and hath taken the Vail off bus work,which for 
long had been as a dark and ſtrange Riddle, 

7. This likewiſe gives a moſt clear, and confirm- 
ing proſpect of that great Seal of Experience, when 
he cannow ſee, both in his own caſe, and of others, 
what the iſſue of believing in a ſingular Exigency, and 
Tryal.and upon ſome ſpecial aCt of truſt, and adwen- 
ture herein, does at laſt come to; which, the more 
deeply it's conſidered, he finds one of ' the moſt pe- 
culiar aſſifFances to bus Faith, and one of the greateſt 
ettainments of Experiment al Religion withintime;when . 
he can thus ſee the ſame way gf believing, (in ſame 
ſtrong and extraordinary ſult, ) which he hath 
found to cruſh and break him herein ; which hath 
carried ſo many thorow 1n their ſaddeſt Tryals;bring 
him alfo in bis zwrngto be an inſtance in the ſame kind, 
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cellent way of believing before the World, that none 


may fear,after him,to hold by the promiſe of God, and | 


venture on that ſecurity, - (tho? it then ſeem againſt 
hope, ) whoſe Diſpen[ations, did yet neven,never give 
bis Word the the. nk 
CHARACT, IV. Heis atruly confirmed Chri- 
ftian,who in a diſmal timegis not tag gercd in his Faith 
from the preſent ſigns, and appearances thereof, but 
hath his Soul ballaſted with ſuch ſolid grounds of con- 
firmation _=_ the ſame, that thoſe Prewidencer, 


wherear others do moſt fumble, tend to his further 


ſtrengthening in the way of the Lord, when he does 
now clearly ſee ; 

1. How Tribulation, and the Croſs make one of the 
rolt iluſtrions, and beautiful parts of the whole frame 
of Providence about the Church, and in the Lor of 
each Chriſtian ; ſo as there can be no poſſible turmb- 
ling to any for want of Light here, that ſore Tryals, 
and Diſtreſs ſhould moſt remarkably tollow rhoſe 
in their Fourney,who have an Eternal Bl:ſſedneſs be- 
fore them in the cloſe hereof; when ſo great a part of 
the Scripture 18 directed not only for c: fort, but for 
clear condug} of the Chriſtians Faith, through #l] the 
zntricacies and labyrinths of ſuch a diſperſarion. He 
| fees how highly corgruozes it 1s to the Infinite Wiſe 
dom of God, that ſo ffrait and narrow a way, in 
ſuch a ſcate of Tryal as 1s here, ſhould go betore the 
ſtate of everlaſting enjoyment; that there ſhould be 
fucb a Srage,'and Thggtre alſo, whereon the taſſive 
Graces of the Spirit, may not only be exerciſed, bur dſ- 
payed in their true luſtre,and glory before Angels, and 
men. Yea,that thus the Redeemed of the Lord ſhould 
be firſt ry@ined in fo ſharp a Warfare,as may not only 

| put 
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to bear an honourable Teſtimony to this ſure, and ex- * 
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put a due value, and reſpe# on the greatneſs of that- 
Triumph,and Reward which is to comg,/but be mat- 
ter of ineffable Foy, and Exultation, that eyer they 
were acmitred thus to evidence their Love and Ad. 
herence to their Weſſed Head, and his Truth here on 
the Earths and accounted worthy to be put on ſome 
borter ſervice and to peculiar Tryals,and Cenfl:tts this 
way beyond others,for ſome exampie,and ercourage- 
ment to the Church jn their day; and here alſo he 
can now ſee how the greatelt enjozments of Cor:fort, 
are more owing to the moſt ſharp,and afjiiding Tryals 
of their Life,than ro the greateſt external Calm ; and 
that to endure patiently,and /uffer for the name Chrift, 
is ſuch a Priviledge as the Ele& Angels have not been 
admitted to, Yea, that the Lords chaſtning work, 
and foreſt /miting of his own, is an Att alſo of ſa- 
wing; fo that thus, the-more deeply he (carcherh 
here, the more does he ſce,admire,and conſent to that 
glorious piece of the adminiſiration of Providence 
about the Church; and finds it to be one of the 
greateſt Confirmations of bs Faith within time. 

1. He dots now clearly fre how the- Truth, and 
Faithfulneſs of God is commenſurate to his whole work 
of Providence ; and that all the Lines hereof, as they 
do Jead from his Revealed Counſel in the Scripture, 
(which is the adequate ſign of his Eternal Counſel, and 
Decrees,) ſo do they return thither again, to, make 
this great demonferation clear ; that if a full Hiſtory 
were written of this World, and what hath been con- 
ſpicuous thorow the whole ſeries of times paſt in all 
theſe ConjunCtions of Inferiour Cauſes, (whether ne- 
ceſſary, free, or contingent, and of ſuch Events that 
ſeem molt caſual,) it ſhould be nothing elſe but an 
exact Tranſcript, and Hiſtory of the Bible, to bear 
8 $0 | this 
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this witneſs, That the World #s nothing but God ſet 
forth in his own Scripture-Light. But tho? a full dif- 
covery hereof be not attainable within time, yer is 
ita fad, and deplorable want, that the great Ads of 
tbe Lord,in each Age of the Church, are not more 
ſearched,and ſought out of all them that take pleaſure 
therein,that they maybe ſeen, obſerved, and admired, 
by that part of the Creation, Angels, and Xen, who 
are only in a capacity toknow the ſame. Which 1s 
a Service for the Lord, wherein his Praiſe, and 
Declarative Glory is ſo highly concerned, that a 
Chriſtian ſhould account the meaneſt Room herein, 
one of the moſt deſirable Attainments within time. 
Yea it ſeems juſt matter of regret alſo that this comes 
not under a more publick Care, and notice of Parti- 
cular Churches, and of the Chriftien Magiſtrate, 
{ where Religion hath any true regard, ) to have 
ſuch /ole-77m Providences as occur in that time, and 
lace, which may be called moſt Inſtruftive Provi- 
dences 70 the Church, (and of afurther reach, and exs+ 
rent than any Private uſe, both Search'd after, and 
Record:d ; 2s becomes fo high a Service to the Chri- 
fan Cauſe, and one of the higheſt concerns of Po- 
ferity, in Ocder to have them not only poſſeſſed. of 
2a pure Re/igion, but of that Seal alſo, which the 
Lord kath in the great As of Providence appended 
thereto, And thus to have that Increaſe, which 
each Sacceflive Age brings therewith to the publick. 
Stack of the Church, looked after, as a piece of the 
greateſt truſt repoſed thereon ; fo that the Children 
riſe not up and ſay, we have not heard, nor bave 
our Fathers faithfully communicated to us the won- 
drous Works which the Lord hath wrought in their 


Fame, 
3. He 
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3. He is thus alſo taught to ſee the Dermonfbrative 
Cauſes of the moſt ſtrange Judgments on the Church, 
to be as clear ip the Scripture as they are in the everr, 
And though the Holy God, in the day of his Pati- 
ence, and Loyg-ſuffering, is not alike quick in the Ex- 
ecution of the Sentences of his Word; yer does he 
ever eſtabliſh the Authority of bis Laws by the works 
of his Providence in the moſt opportune ſeaſon, and 
as Judgment deferred is no acquittence, ſo does jt 
more threaten its being the greater, when it comes, 
than a quick and preſent diſpatch; yea though this 
_ rempeſ# which now blows on the Churches of Chriſt, 
come to a greater height, and the darkneſs be ſuch, 
as 0 Moon, or Stars may for many days yet appear 
of any Vifible ſigns of Hope ; yet is his Soul thus ac 
reſt, whilſt he can ſee the Credit of the Truth cleared, 
on which he hath more in 7ruff than any Adventure 
within time ; and doth rejoyce, whatever miſcarry- 
ing there may be of Inferiour End;, that this great, 
and ultimate End of the works of God is ſecured 
herein; and the Glory of bis Truth does ſhine forth 
in the moſt ſtrange and amazing AHs of bis Provws- 
dence, whereat many are ready to ſtapger, when 
they do not wiſely conſider the ſame, = 

4, He fees now likewiſe, ſo high a value which 
the Lord puts on the Trial of his Peoples Faith, ard 
that the great diſpenſation whereby he deals with 
men, 1s by truſt, and on the credit of his Werd, as it 
adds further ro his Confirmation, to ſee :1i kumane, 
and Viſible Ref uges oft taken out of his Churches fight; 
Yea his greateft works in the Earth make the greateſ? 
delay ere they be brought forth, and his Churches 
Caſe 1s put ſo far beyond help before a cure, 8s the 
frſt quickning of her cruſhed, and almoſt dead hope, 
Ce Nr WM. pre Eng Ss s”- 
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muſt be at the mouth of the Grave; and he is thus 
herein more (ingularly ftrengthned, that when: the 
Lord ſpeaks the fame-in the way of Providence,which 
he hath ſpoke in his Word, [not by Aight nor "by 
Power, } that he doth with unſpeakable Advantage 
ſupply, and fill the room thereof. by. the next Word, 
[hut by my Spirit [aith the Lord. ) Which in this day 
{hould with a full Aſſurance of Faith be both fought 
and looked after, | — 

5. It is n this rare Study he attains alſo the great- 
eſt Confirmation ro his Faich, that could poſhibly be 
defired within time ; to ſee now when it's ſo near the 
cloſe thereof, and after all rhe Revoiutions of times 
paſt, how the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, hath 
(as the Sun in its Strength, ) {till kepr its way ſtraight 
and fixt amidft all thoſe dark Clouds,which have been 
to darken the fame, and is now gone its courſe, until 
it draws near to the full, and perfect day ; yea. thus 
to ſee how ſignally rhis preſent Age #s beld upon that 
ſame appeal, andd folemn Teſt:1mony which Foſhua 
gave, Foſh. 23. 14, That not one thing bath failed 
of all the good things which the Lord your God ſpake 
concerning you, all are come to paſs to you, and not 
one thing hath failed thereof; and Solomon did bear 
alſo at the Dedication of the Temple, 1Kings 8. 56. 
Bleſſed be the Lord that hath given reſt unto bis Peo- 
ple iſrae), according to all that he promiſed, there hath 
rot failed one Word of all bis good Promiſe, which he 

promiſed by the hand of Moſes bis Servant ; fois this 
now that great Teſtimony of the latter days, and the 
higheſt Tribure of Praiſe to the Glory of God in bis 


Truth, which can be given by men, that this pre- * 


ſent Generation ſtands accountable to make the ſame, 


yea much greater appeal to the World, it they can 
inſtance 


% IT. > ry OLI aff 'v F 
aa <., Ae Fd ” ES ISS {i we, 
F Yau ag, POE: NF IR 8 Et, rs he be. TOE SL 0 wi l 
4 7g : : F VI IEEE: = VE £ 1 
: Fr, PO We wigs +390 P I” a 
ET 3 
6 


| '(109 ) Þ 
inſtance one Promiſe or Predic/ion of that ſacred re- 
cord of the Scripture which hath ever failed or 'fal- 
len to the ground, but may be this day read in the 
Event, 'and under thoſe proper circumſtances where- 
in it was to take place in its proper Seaſon, as evi- 
dently as it was foreto/d, And muſt ſilt bear the 
ſame witneſs, P/al. 18. 30. That the. way of the 
Lord « perfed?, and bis Word tryed” on all the Ad- 
ventures of Fajth, and Trials which to this moment 


of time have been made hereof, and of his being ſtill. 
a Buckler to ſuch as truft in him, and are called to . 


ſend this glorious Teft17ny" to the ſucceeding Ages, 


that it may never ceaſe'ro ſhine or want'a publick - 


witneſs thereto before Angels and Men, until the 
whole myſtery of God in his Word be finiſhed, in that 
magnificent cloſe which ſhall be thereof ar'the ſecond 
Coming of the Lord. ERS 
CHARACT. V. A Confrmed Chriftian in this 
day ſhould be thus alſo fared, as one who hath not 
only attained a ſolid reft and ſettlement of Mind, up- 
on the Certainty of the Chriſtian Faith, but does know 


the pure genuine Truth of Chiifianiry amt ſuch. 


high Oppoſitions betwixt the Romſh, and Reformed 
Church herein, GERT 


And in the firft place hath'in this mamer held him- 


ſelf upon ſuch a zrial; $3. As one who ktowy there 
1s but one true, and ſawing Religion in the Earth, ro 
which God hath annexed the Promiſe of Eternal Life, 
which can never be divided againft it felt. 2. Who 
knows that within a little while his Religion will be 
* tried in the 'Truth thereof, at the Tribunal of Chriſt; 
where every man muſt pive account of himſelf unto 
God, 2, Who ſees there can be no poſſible mudiffe- 
rgnce in the Exfericur Profeſſion of either way, mn 
nat 
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(110) 
that fo high a contrariety of Principles is in this Op- 
poſition, that if the DofFrine of Chriſt be on the one 
hand, it is ſure Antichriſ{ianiſm muſt be on the other 
hand. 4, Yea who hath in that abſtraft manner ſought 
ro ate tbe Caſe herein with his own Soul,as if he were 
juſt come our of Pageniſm, to give a ſerious afſent 
ro the Divinity of the Scripture, and were now prel- 
ſd to joyn in with that Profeſſion of the Chriftian 
| Faith, which is moſt exatly conform to the lame, 
. In the genuine, and perſpicuous " thereof, 
| In the ſecond place he hath fought ro know, how 

he could imbrace the Poptſh Creed, and adventure his 
Erernal ſtate thereon;or how he could extinguiſh his 
Reaſon, and Conſcience, (o far as to believe that the 
Holy God would ever impoſe ſuch a Faith upon men, 
es ths 5; I. Where he muſt abandon theſe Princi- 
ples of natural Reaſon,in the moſt neceſlary uſe rhere- 
of, which God hath himſelf planted in mans Soul ; 
ſo.as not to eruff his cwn Eyes, but others in that 
great Interc!t of his Eternal State; and with his 
own conſent be ſhut out from all proper knowledge 
of the rule of his Religion ; yea account a blind, and 
unlimited Obedience to men, amonglt the higheſt Ex- 
cellencies of Faith. 2.Where he muſt ar once believe 
the Fulneſs, and Perfe&ion of the Scripture ; (which 
is not only firted for rhat great end of bringing 
Mankind to God, but for ſuch an aniver{al uſe.here- 
in, as to make the S;mple wiſe, and cauſe the Poor to 
receive the Goſpel; ) and yet believe alſo, that it is 
a Maſs of dead, and unſenſed Charatters, until the 
Romiſh Clergy put a juſt Senſe thereon, tho its Senſe 
and meaning is the very Soxl thereof. Yea thus pals 
from the Letter of the ſame, and all Certainty of 
its Truth, ( from Intrinfick Evidence, and theſe 
Aarks, 
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Marks, and Characters of its Djvinity, ) whereby _ E 


the Chriftian Cauſe could be mainrain'd againſt Po- 
gans. 23, Where he muſt believe alſo thac theſe are 
the Words of Chriſt, ok. 7. 17. If any man do my 
will he ſhall know my Doctrine, whether it be of God 
or not and that men err through not knowmg the Scri 

ture, Mat, 22, And yet believe all the while, rhat 
theſe ſacred Fountains of Light ſhould be ſhut up, 20 


keep men from Errors ; and that the ſole right ot un- - 
derſtanding the ſame, belongs to a few, not to the*- 


Altaltitude ; who yet can pretend no extraordinary 
Aſſiſtance, or Revelation herein, nor will rhemſelves 

come to theſe waters of Fealouſie to be tried 4. Where 
he mbtſt needs believe:thar the Scriptures are the O- 
racles of God committed to the Church; to give an- 
ſwer in every dark Cafe, Rom: 3.2. The Type and 
Form of ſound Dottrine, Rom. 6. 17. Unto whoſe 
Sewtence in all matters both of Fairh and Pradice, 
we are expreſly referred, I/a: 8. 20. And yet believe 
alſo, that it hath no Authority, or Decifeve Voice ; 
but what is Precarious, 'and dependant onthe Romiſb 
Church, And thus Conſent to bave the-whole Chrs- 
flian Faith Viſibly anbinged of the Foundation of the 
Seripturez, and ſubjeQted ro a Supream, Viſible, and 


pretended Infallible Fudge here in the Earth, with 3 


ſuch a claim of Dominion over the Faith of the Saints, 
as the Apoſtles of Chryift durſt never own, but did 
fully-diſclaim, 2 Cor.-1, 24, 5. Wherehe muſt bes 
lieve:that Feſus Chriſt came for this end, to ſave loft 
man, and by one Offering bath perfetted for ever 
them that are ſandified, Heb.10, 18. And yer joyn 
with-the ſame, a Faith of a human Satisfattion for 


Sin, ſoas men may both Aerit, Mediate, and Saper- | 


erogate, go above what is needful'for themſelves z 
; and 
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And fo be faved in the ſame way of Life, which. was 
by the Covenant of Works ;| aſcribing no more- to 
Chrift than the giving Salvation to mens own Ade- 
rits ; which their owa Intrinſick Value, and Condig- 
nity, doth require as a Debt. 6. He finds not how 
in the ſame Cyeed he could-poſlibly hold by one Mc 
diator betwixt God and Man, where a Plurality for 
this end 1s atimitted ; and by the reality of. Chriſts 
buman Nature, and his having a true and finite By- 

dy, which is ſubjected ts have a mew created Being, 
each time in the Conſecrated Hoſt ; or beli.ve the- 
Truth of his Sufferings as now tully accomplithed, 
and to be repeated no more, when it 1s in'that daily 
Sacrifice of the Maſs ſtill offered, as a Propitiatory Sa- 
erifice for the Living and the Dead, So on the . moſt 
ſevere, and imparrial inquiry, he cannot find haw 
one holding theſe Principles ſhould go a iurther length 
than 24orality ; or claim another ſtanding than -by 
a Coverant of Works. 5. Nor knows he how to be- 
lieve ar once the Truth of the Goſpel, ro be a Do- 
Erine of Holineſs, «nd Infinite Purity, and yet joynin 
the ſame Faith ſuch an Indulgence for men to Sin,that 
Honey may ftand for Merit, and the Rich may have 
the moſt eaſe and large Entry into Heaven,. Conceit 
that it 18 2 Frrviledge tor men to deſtroy themſelves ; 
and by External Sewverities and Penance to the Fleſh, 

( like ro the Lancing 2nd Gaſhing of Baals Prieſts, ) 
ſupply the room of Chriſtian ZAdortification. 8..Yea 
he finds it not poitible to be/zeve, that Sin can. only 
be expiated by the Biood of Chriſt; and 1s his alone 
Work, who hath purged our Sin himſelf, Heb, 1, 3. 
Or tha there are wore than. iwo ways that-lead to a 
twofold State of men; { a Strait way which leads 


toa Life, anda Broad unto Deſtrution, Mat, 7.14.) 
and 
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and yet believe that there is a Purgatory after this 
where men muſt be tormented and ſuffer extream 
Pains, to expiate ſuch YVenial Sins, as their Prayers, 
and Pexances here could not dos yea he 1s made 
to wonder how any who believes ſuch a thing, can 
ever have true Peace, or Comfort in the World ;. con- 
cluding that Papiſts do either take it as a Fid1on, 
or forget themſelves, when they are chearful. For 
the fear of ſuch a place, the Uncertainty of Releaſe, 
and how long a term it may be ere this Purging 
Work be compleat, ( when their own Writers Affign 
no leſs time, than 10000 Nears as needful to ſatisfie 
for ſome Sins, ) and fear leſt it prove a real Hell, 
muſt ſtill bea piercing terrour ; nor can he believe 
that ſuch poſſibly do Credit themſelves herein, who 
aſſume this Power to Chauge the Condition of the 
Dead. Since were it really believed, that the Keys 
of ſuch a Priſon were here in mens hands, and Folk 
could, by the largeſt Bribes to +he Romiſh Church, 
get a ſafe Deliverance thence ; it were not ftrange 
to ſee the Temporal State of Chriſtendom in a ſhort 
rime made over to theſe, We ſhould Judge they 
were in a ſtrange manner indeed priviledged above 
the whole reſidue of men, who by ſuch a Power over 
the World to come could make fo eafie a Purchaſe o- 
wer this alſo wiich is preſent. 9, He finds, and is 
ſure he could never get his Reaſon and Conſcience 
brought to ſuch a Faith, even tho he made a feign- 
ed Profeſſion herein, of that pretended Supremacy of 
Peter as Biſhop of Rome, on which rhe whole frame 
and ſtructure of the Papacy leans, and the Yerrue of 
all the Pardons, and Abſolutions founded thereon ; 
on which ſo many have adventured into an other 
World ; except he wauld thus build on the Sand on- 
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ly, but not on the Rock, 1o, He finds alſo how 

ſuch an Eredion of the Goſpel Church in her Mili- 
cant State here, as the Papacy in its complex frame 
2s, united in fuch an Head, 2s the Pope, © Who as 
the ſole Vicegerent of Chriſt in the Earth, 1s at once 
iavelted with a Civil Afonarchy, and Univerſal Ens- 
pire over the Church, to impoſe, and judge in the 
higheſt Traenfa&tions which relate to the Eternal 
State, and Immortal Souls of Men, ) 1s a thing that 
as to Matter of Right, 1s as Forreign to the Seripture, 
and inconſiſtent cherewith, as Mabumetaniſm can 
be, And as to Matter of Fatt, is 8 Truſt that no 
created Being could ever Exerciſe, 1 1, He fees, and 
3s ſure that he muſt either loſe fight both of rhe Rale, 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, or have a juſt abhorrence 
of that way, wherein he ſhould be 1Gevicably Invot- 
wed in a Virtual Conſent, and Acceſſorineſs to all that 
Cruelty, and Blood which for ſo many Ages hath 
been fhed therein ; when it's ſo clear that this was 
no Exorbitance only of Prafice z but a Native re- 
ſult of thetr Tenets, and Principles, and not only d:- 
ſpenſed with, bur counted an highly Meritorious Ser- 
vice; yea when it 1s ſure that under no Secular Go- 
Vernment of the moſt 'Tyrannical State that ever was 
in the World, hath ſuch Arbitrary Violence, and Op 
preſſion b:enexerciſed, Or ſo much Innocent Blood 
been ſhed, as by this party. 12. And tho his Judge- 
ment ftood inderermined, and in an equal Balance 
up2n this great Controverfſte, he could not exercife 
Reaſon, and not fee upon what Hand ſuch a Deciſion 
15, as Was in Selozo0ns time of the true Mother of the 
Child; and who do moſt rwefully {-ck to intereſt 
themiclves in the imminent Hazard of the Chriſtian 
Faith,and who ander the leaſt influence of anyTempo- 
ral 


flance of Chriſtianity, and plead that it be not dg- 
| Rtroyed in envy and hatred to them ; or on what 


fide it 1s likely that this manner of Conqueſt is moſt - 


followed to gain men to the Profeſſion of the Truth 
by a prevailing Evidence of their own Light, and 
Judgment herein, and to require theit exaCteſt perſo- 
nal Tryal, and enquiry abour the fame; 

In the third place, tho he ſees there can be no pre- 


tence of Dof#rinal Wavering about the Reformed Re- 


ligien, and finds it not eafie to comprehend how in 
one and the ſame Age, wherein the Truth hath fo 
brightly ſhined, this way of Popery, ſhould have 
Prevalence, or gain ground any mote, by Seduttion 
with Arguments to the Reaſon; or Conſcience of any ; 
yet ſince it is an hour of Temptation, and of Faint- 
ing, above all that bave been hitherto kttown, and 
mens eyes are Arreſted with ſuch a Proſpe& of the 
times; 4518 like to Sragper the Faith of the moſteſta- 
bliſhed s he 1s preffed, (as counting it one of the 
higheſt Duties of this day, ) to know and ſearch out 
what may afford greateſt Aſſiſtance to his Faith, 
from the Diſpenſations of Providence therein, and to 


know the Evidence, and Strength of faich RefledFi- 


0413 as theſe are for this Exd, 

1. Tharir's fure, as the ſmnallef things which the 
Lord does afford, ro ſtrengthen and ſupport againſt 
ſech a Storm, ſhould be feriouſly improved, and ra- 
ken to Heartzfo does it lay us in the way of that Pro- 
-2iſe for having greater things given to our Obſetwati- 
vn ;* yea that now 1s the time when fuch as have been 
molt comforted by the Word of Promiſe, may be 
put to the foreſt 775al in their Faith of any, ro keep 
if ſtumbling at the Work of Providence z and bethus 
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tryed according to the meaſure of theſe Confirmations. 
2, Tho the Churches Declinings under greateſt , 
meaſures of Light may be too viſible, and that Re- 
ligion gains not by Perſecution as formerly, with fuch 
an amazing change as is now in her External Condi- 
tion, yet he ſees it to be no ſtrange thing, when moſt 
fignal warnings have gone befoxe of ſuch a Tryal 
with too evident Diſpoſiricns towards the ſame, and 
diſcovery ef its approach in all the Cauſes thereof ; 
yea might beſorſeen by all,that the Holy God would 
not ſtill bear with an Ipure, and anenlivened Pro- 
feſſion of the Pure and Glorious Truth of Chriſtianity, 
which hath row long been one of the moſt ſad, and 
mortal ſigns in the publick tate of Religion ; nor can 
it be found that ever any Chwrch did decline and fall 
from the Parity of the Truth, and loſe ground here 
in by External Perſecution, where a judicial depar- 
ture of its Life and Power did not remarkably go be- 
fore ; ſo as 1t is not of late, this hath been clearly 
preſaged, that ſome dark and unuſual meaſure of try- 
al from Antchriſt, and the laſt Havock of the Re- 
formed Churches, was drawing near, which would 
be ſore ere it had done its work: 
2. He ſes alſo, how this preſent hour is not more 
ſearching and dark, than it may be clear herewith, 
I. Thatnow after the ſueof that Oppoſition, which 
was betwixt the Chriftian Faith in the firſt Entry of 
the Goſpel, and that dying Apoſtate Church of the 
Jews; and next, with the Pagay Empire, after that 
new EreCtion of the Goſpel Church among the Gen- 
tiles, which is now over; fv 1s the greateft Tryal of 
the /atter days fixed on the Deciion of that long de» 
pending Controver/ie betwixt Chrift, and Antichriſt, 
2, That according tg the Scripture we muſt believe 
Rey that 
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that as after the manner of Egypt, that glorious Tri- 
u mph and Delivery ofthe Church from Antichriſt will 
be ſurely carried on ; fo the more near it comes to the 
laft aſſault ; (and when chis falls in to have its proper 
room in the Frame and Adminiſtration of Provis 
dence ;) the greater Extremity, Terrour, and Dark- 
neſs may be expected alſo, ſuch as hath not been in 
-any--former time, Yea with that wnited and formida= 
ble Conjuni#ion of Strength and growing Succeſs of 
chis Adverſary for a time, that the molt eftabliſhed 
Chriſtians cagy be Mm hazard to ſtagger, 3. Thatnow 
is the day wherein the Lord will have men know - 
what it 1s to have the Bible as the alone Security of 
the Proteſtant Religion, on which they muſt entirely 
reſt no lefs than as it is the ſole Rule and Standard 
thereof; which is a Tryal worthy of all that expence 
of the Pain, Anguiſh, and Wreſclings, that can now 
poſſibly atrend the ſame, | 
4. Whilſt the great Standard of Antichriſts King- 
don is vilibly ſet up, and brought to the oper field, as 
it's this day in the Church of France,and all humane 
help raken out of ſight; yet does he ſee herewith, 
1, How this now is concluded, as the moſt infallible 
Remedy to recover Popery. And that Argument, to 
which they muſt truſt more than to Peters Keys,to wit, 
theſe Sanguinary Laws by the Sword, and Rack, 
which they have again betaken themſelves to, tho 
ſuch an Argument the Scripture never knew, which 
ſober { Heathens would abhor, and which gives up 
the Credit of all Religion to Atheiſm. 2, That there 
can be no more evidence of a deſperate and ſinking 
Cauſe than is here, and nothing elſe can ſupport it, 
but rheſe weapons which are not againſt the Conſe 
ence; er by any terrour of the ſecond Death, but of 
3 F-2 the 
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the fr#, 3. That this is ſuch an Argument, (if they 


have not ina ſtrange manner forgor, ) which hath 
within theſe 1 eo Tears been fo fully Anſwered, and 
by ſuch an © immediate Appearance of God in the 
Kingdom of France, that according to theſe meaſures 
of Cryelty againſt the Proteftanrs there, ſo was 1t re- 
turned in a deluge of their own Blood, yea fo both the 
publick ſtate of the Church and Fauh. of the Saints 
in the Truth was more deeply rooted ; and tho we 
yet ſee not the end of rheſe wenders, but the Dark-fide 
only of the Diſpenſations of ſuch a day, yet do we 
know this ſore Rod on the Church, 1s but as the Saw 
and Ax in the Carpenters band, who ſhall never un- 
do that gloriows Work which Chriſt hath done, and is 
full further perfe&ting on the ruins of Antichriſts 
Kingdom. 

5. Tho ſome unuſual deeps, and Methods of Sub: 
zilty be now on foot alſo againſt the Truth ; yet he 
Cannot but ſee how nothing could more eff-ctually 
tend to confirm the Proteffant Cauſe, and take the 
Credit of Pepery off the Conſcientes of thoſe in their 
" own Profeſſion who are corfiderate and in the leaſt ſe- 
Tious herein; when the World muſt thus fee, 1.How 
ealie it 1s for ſuch to take any Jea/nre, and Lati- 
zude in the Poftrinals of their Profeſſion, when this 
can moſt ſerve the junCture ot ſuch a time, and beight- 
en or narrow the Controverſie betwixr them, and the 
R-formed Church ar their Pleaſure z fo as to Sacrifice 
the Church of Ryme unto the Court of Rome, it no |cls 
ean ſecure that end, 2, That the moſt horrid Turkiſh 
G$/avery over mens Bocies comes no fuch length, as 
that ſtrange c/aiz7 that theſe now make of an abſolute 
Empire over mens Cenſciences by the Sword;and to put 
them to ſuch a Trisuze of their Qbedience,that _ 
| al 
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ſhall then be ſecure, if they but come the length to 
Sin againſt their Light, and adventure on ſo ſmall a 
thing as to goto Hell, and periſh Eternally ; fince it's 
an external and feigned Profeſſion of ſuch away that 
they do thus force from thoſe, who { they ſee ) 
cannot in Faith be perſwaded hereof, 3. Yea it hath 
been too viſible how much that Mafter-plot, and En- 
Ling hath in theſe times been working, to take men 
firſt off from all Senſe of Religion, and deſtroy them 
in the Morals of Chriſtianity, to make this Conqueſt 
more eafle, that ſuch may have no Inward Defence, 
and ſupport againſt the terrour of humane Violence. 
Yea in this way, when they have ſought how to d:- 
wide Proteſtants among themſelves, and berwixt Ru- 
lers, and them, this feeins the /aff and greateſt En- 
gine of all, how to divide berwixt them, and their 
God, Atting the ſame Plot, which was iaid berwixt 
Balak and Balzam, as knowing that it's no naked 
ſhew or Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion they need 
fear,ſo much as that O/d Proteſtant Spirit m the Pow- 
er and Life thereof, before which their [ntereſt could 
never ftand ; and dread nothing ſo much as the rews- 
Ving hereof, which as the hand-writing upon the wall 
dd ever more threaten the faral ruine of that King- 
dom, than any Humane Power, or Strength. 

6, Here alſo be finds juſt cauſe of Aﬀtoniſhmenr, 
how Kings, or great Mem in the Earth ſhould give 
their Power to ſupport the Romiſh Interef, which 
hath been ſo viſibly deſtruftive to theirs: When us 
net poflibie to deny how it's fir advance, and pro- 
greſs to that Supream height, which 1 once atrain« 
ed; and the declining of the Civil Empire, did by 
the ſame feps go together ; until Magiftracy was 
turned as unto a dead Image, and Shadow, except its 
I 4 being 
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being enlivened by their breach and Authoruy, as 1t 
was dyring the whole height of that "Antichriſtian 
Power, Nor will it be denyed, thar, in theſe Jate 
t:mes, the French Monarchy was never more near its 
Diffolution in its rig 5t Line, than by the Catholick 
League theres and it would ſeem not eafte to be for- 
gor, how Henry the third, who had moſt ſought to 
cruſh the Proteftants there in purſuance of that /eazne, 
was at laſt confirained to flze to fuch for help; or 
by whom he was killed; and thet Heroick Prince 
Henry the Fourth, who was firſt tabbed in the Xouth, 
and then in the Heart ; yea that the publick Records 
of that Nation cannot potitbly deny, how the Howe 
of Bourbon owes 1ts Power and Preſervation more to 
the Proteftants, ( without whom 1t had been fuily 
extinct,) than Abaſhnerns 6id to Mordecai the Few, 
for wha! he found written in the Chronicles of Perſ7a, 
when the Decree was then paſt to deſtroy all the 
feed of the Jews, 

7, Asin no times paſt was cvera greater Expect} a- 


1:0 than 1s now, which way the Scale will turn, 


and what will be the end of thele 2vonders, when the 
neareſt events of Providence are fo Cark and amazing ; 
{o does he f:d this, in ſore extraordinary way cal- 
Id for, to be fill, and ſee what God will do for his 
Church, and with humble Conkdence look. tor ſome 
Diſpenſation as hath not hitherto been in ro ex- 
tream Exigence. Ant tho he co not appear inthat 
way, and mamer 93 10 former times, that 1t [hall be 
in 2 way more {ipnaily glor;cus, beyond what hath 
formerly been; yea does in Faith thus juige, that 
then 18 the Churches day broke, and hath found the 
ſure way of 5er Strength, and right Line of Duty ; 
when her Hope, and Confidence is taken off trom all 
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wiſevle refuges, and entirely ſerled on her inwi/ible 
Head, and his Promiſe put to ſuit by Prayer without 
fainting herein, It is ſure the TTuth, avd gf aithful- 
neſs of God ſtands ingagcd for Antichrifts fail, ai well 
as for Sakvation by Chrift, and fince he hath ſard 
this Adverſary fhall be broke and brought Cown, It 
muſt ſurely be, rho the duſt of the ground th:uld rite 
for this end, and now is the Faith of tie Sims call 
Id for becoming the greatneſs of ſuch an -{/arexie, 
on which are the Eyes of men, of therr own Conſct- 
ences, of the Eletf Angels, y-2 of the glorious God, 
to ſee who does indeed Creart him in this day, when 
there is no ſenſible ſupport herein z and tho it now 
threatens ſorely the departure of many from the 
Faith, who had ſome vilible Profeſſion thereof, yer 
may it be hoped for, that the turn of the next Tide 
{hall bring in more, with a Selzd, and ire Increaſe 
70 the Charch, than theſe ſad days do now take off. 
CHARACT. VI. Ir is thus a Confirmed Coriſtt- 
an ſhould be ſpecially cori{1Jered, as one who 1s\ not 
only at reſt on the knows certainty of his Faith, bur 
15 ready to render forme account of the ſol:d rational 
grounds and demonſtrations hereof, unto all who ask 
after the fame, and doth thus judge, 1, Thi theſe * 
are the proper and afpointed means which the Lord 
hath afforded for the greateſt Confirmaricy of mens 
Faith within time; yea preferable ro any external 
Miracles, which are more extraordinary and remote 
Aſſiftances thereto. 2, That theſe are given as fo 
great help to his Foy, and Excitement of bis AficQti- 
ons to follow the Lord fully, as make him wender 
how the greatneſs of theſe things, which men are 
called to believe, can come near their thoughts, and 
yet no more take them up about this Confirming 
3d; £ Work: 


(122) | 
Work. g. That the too viſible negle& hereof, both 
with reſpect co the Jouth and Community of Profeſ- 
2urs in the Church, frems-one of the fad, and fun- 
damental defects of this day, The Reaſons hereof, 
with ſome ciear view of theſe means which might 
molt anſwer ſuch an end, are briefly offered, in this 
preceding Work, 

CHARACT. VII. A truly Confirmed Chriſtian 
m:y in the /aft place be herein alſo confadered,as fuch 
whoſe Faith beg oft tryed through all thele Stages 
of Chriſtianity he bath been taken ; hath ſome proper 
Record of the moſt choice, and jienal Confirmations 
of his Life, to 1mprove the faiae not ooly tor his own 
[pport in that laſt warfare of deaih, but tor ſerength- 
ning the Faith of others; wherein he docs thus judge, 
1, That there could be no true ſupport or relief. 
from Religion here in the Earth, if it cannot bear 
our then, And thar Dearth 1s the great Touc5/fone 
and Trial, when the true velxe and difference hc- 
ewixt things of an Eternal Truth and ſubſtance, 2nd 
the rhings of this World, will be beſi ſeen, 2, He rec- 
kons each real Chriſtian, by his Profeiſion then en- 
gaged and accountable, { even by ſome explicite per- 

ſonal Teftimony,) to put to his Seal that God is True, 

and bear the ſame witneſs with his /aft and dyzng - 
hreath to the Truth of Chriſtianity, which he pave 
in the whole courſe of his Life; and of that joy,com- 
placerice, and «ſſurance of Mind, which he hath found, 
and now hath in the way of Truth : So as to preſs 
the C:me on his deareſt Relations, as their alone true 
Interet. 2, He ſecs alſo, how bonourable- it 1s for 
the Lord, cnar ſuch whoſ? Faith hath been oft 2r4- 
ed, (and when thus with Foy, and Admiration he 
c2® look back on the moſt preſſing and conſpicuous 
Con- 
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Conflitts of time, )ſhould have it their laſt work to pay 7 


in ſome Tribute of Praiſe,unto him, whoſe Word, and 
Promiſe unto them did yet never fajl, 4, He accounts 
the more weighty Tryals he bath been czrried thorow 
in his Chriſtian warfare, do both add more to this 


Service, and impart more to the wva/pe of fuch a. 


Teſtimony.” 5, He judgeth this one ſpecial way, and 
advantage, whereby one Generation mithe declare 
the Truth and Faithfulzeſs of Ged urto another, in a 
Family Line and Relatien, to ſhew torth thus that the 
Lord ts upright ; that be 1s their Rock, and with him 
is no Unrighteouſneſs, Yea which ſhould be marner 
of unſpeakable Joy, when now in his turn he can 
fay that ſuch bath the Lord been ro him ; whar 
were Davids dying. Words, 1 Kings 1. 14. Who 
bath delivered my Soul ont of all d:ſfreſs, how-that in 
no trouble, or exigence of his Life, he was ever lett 
without a door of Hope, and thus alſo with Caleb, 
Foſh. 14. io. To give in ſome fach witneſs for God, 
I am now near the cloſe of rimme, and do teſtifie, rhat 
the Ford of bis Truth, and Promiſe, be hath furely 
accompliſhed; which hath brought me ſafe and ho- 
nourably through, when ſuch as did diſtruſt the ſame 
by misbelief, and ſought after another refwge, found 
all cheir Confidences fail, 6, And knowing likewiſe 
how great a ſuprizal Death may bez and that ſuch 
as have ſhimed in their day, may yet ſer under a cloud 
and go filent off the Szage; he judgeth it the more 


needful to have ſach a piece of bis dying work prepae. 


red, as one of the choiceſt Legacies he can bc quearh 
to his Surviving Friends, in a ſeaſon when it hath 
uſually the greateft advantage of weight and accep- 


rance : 1t being ſti]l qualified with Chriſtian Prudence, : 


and Humble Sebriety ; (p as all may ſee its whole in- 
ten 
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tent is to commend to mens Conſcience the way- of 
Truth and Gedlmefs and not themſelvss, and thus 
enly direct, for rhe proper uſe, and 1 improvement of 
their near reſt: Relations, I know it may be ſtrange to. 
fome, What i5 fpoke upon this Head ; bur as it's ſure 
the preſent Cay bach its Daxy, and each time of our 
I ife ha h Ca me proper work, fo I bumbly judge, 
tha: this ſeems to tall in, as the Lift Service of a dying 
f br ijtian 1 t9 bis G er ration, to del;ver off bis band 
the Trath which be had received and hath oft pro- 
wed, with his Confiriaatory Seat / and Teſtymony there- 
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And no Ne” in lome more than ordinary way Cal- 


9, 

ka For in this hour of great d: rknefs, when if that 
Security of the 4 Djs Pe ro:iſes ſtood not good to 
FAR Cinch we might tear Retipion might quickly 


xc our, and Truth Der riſh from the Earth ; : and as 
{> folzrmon « and weighty a thing ſhould be managed 
with muck h:3,ble Prudence, fo ir may be judged 
thar 69 fericuz, and obſerving Chriſtian, but hath 
fo m2 peculiar ingapements under which rhey find 
rEives held even beyond others, yea ſome ſuch 
Sr 54M Confirma;ions in the 70urnal of their Lite, 
that ſhould not be ealze ro hide under the ground ; 
where the ar engthning of others hereby 1s concerned, 
ind + thar ſuc \: ſhould not then leave the Croſs of Fe- 
fus Chriſt at a loſs, or part therewith without their 
Teſs i: oy, which hath left them at fo great an Ad- 
vantage. An 4 though this is not to offer particular 
Raves in ſach a Duty, bur that Chriſtian Wiſdom 
muſt direct hercin, as the preſent Caſe 1s circum- 
Pntiatcd, y<t might ir be hoped, were this more 
taken to Hear r, it ſhould be a fingular means tomake 
more Jeep lm; >reſſ ons of mens dying Work on their 
Sp1r:ts. Even whillt they are in bealth, to "excite 
. their 
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their ſurviving Friends, and to keep Relinion 
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alive in a Family ſtate, and Relation, and pain a * 


more venerable reſpe& ro the ſame on mens Conſci> 
ences ; yes to fix alſo ſtronger ingapements on the 
ſucceeding offspring. % 

"Thus is preſented here a ſhort 1Jea of the ſolid and 
judicious Work of Chriſtian Confirmation in the Trath, 
under theſe foregoing Charatters, to ſhew hew rare 
an attainment of Religion this 1s, yea to preſenthere- 
in a ſpecial Series and Scale of the,greateſt feps in 
this Confirmatory work, by which it ſhould be fol» 
lowed, And where none of theſe may be parted from 
other, though ſome be of an higher, and more ab- 
ſolute uſe for ſuch an end. And if it ſhould be obje- 


ed here, Whar-needs any ſuch expenſe of time, or - 


pains in this Caſe, when it's ſure the Eſſential Truths 
of the Goſpel are not queſtioned, and that withour 
internal evidence of the Spirit, no external means of 
this kind can be of uſe, I know that i:'s the alone 


work of the Holy Ghop, to beget a Divine and ſuper- . 


natural Faith ; without which the furtheſt Zighr,and 
ObjeFive Evidence, though backed with a continu- 
ed Diſpenſation of External Miracles, could never 
bear Chriſtians our, either as to Duty, or Cornfor?, in 
their paſſage thorow time ; yea nothing is in the 
leaft here to ſubjeR the Credit of our Faith to mens 
Rational Comprehenſion, but rather tends to enervate 
wholly the ſtrength of any ſuch Texez, and take off 
all. pretence for the ſame: But it's ſure alfo, I muſt 
quit all ſolid Security in the way of Religion,and any 
clear founding in the Light and Certamty of the Scrip- 
zure,, or admit theſe things as undeniable, 1. "That 
ſupernatural Faith is the moſt highly rational Light 
that's within time, And that none who profeſs the 
EY Name 
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”  Neameof Chriſt can be of fo l6w a ſize, as ſhould 
= not beprefled, and excited ro be much abour- this 
Ground-work of knowing the Truth, and Principles 
of their Profefſion upon its opn Evidence ; yea are 
thus called as new born Babes to drink in the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, 1 Pet. 2. Which,as it's clearly in 
the Orig mal, is the rational Milk of the Word, to be 
thus received no lefs on Convidtion, and Certainty of 
the Judgment, than with the our going of their af- 
feftions. 2. That as it's not conceiveable how a true 
and firm Aſſent can be to Divine Truth, but on its 
known Certainty, fo here is no reſolving of the Chri- 
ſtians Faith on the ſtrongeſt rationd! Evidences here- 
of, which muſt ftill be reſolved on the Frſtimony of God, made 
clear and evident to them to be ſuch. 3. Ir is lure alfo, the 
Lord hath not given fo large a meaſure of theſe Grownds, and 
Pemoxſtrations of his Truth with ſuch redoubled Arguments of 
that kind, to be of ſo ſmall regard, as is with moſt. Bur. 
for ſome great, and wniverſal uſe hereof ro the whole. Church, 
and knew how needful fuch 4iſtances ro the Faith of his 
People would be, whilſt they are on the Earth. 4. Thar 
theſe means, which trend moſt convincingly to found a ratio» 
nal Aſſurance in the Judgment, are the proper Vehicle of the 
Spirit of God, by which his ſealing Werk , ſhould be both 
ſought and expected; nor can TÞ judge how the Credir, and 
uſe hereof ſhould be ſo ſmall, and nor on the ſame Ground 
quit any Exterzal Ordinance of the Goſpel ; which withour 
the Spirit of the Lord can never profit, nor how we ſhould 
expe&t and ſuit his Corfrning Work on the Soul, when theſe 
greateft Confirming Means, which he hath given to rhe 
Church, have no juft wetght: But oh! how wonderful a 
Teacher 1s the Holy Ghoſt, when ſuch ordinary means fail, 
and ace inacce/ivle, by furniſhing his People ſrthen with theſe 
ſtrongeſt Arguments of Love, and Power, who having had bur 
ſmall Meaſures of Light. yer were not unfauhful ro 1mprove 
rhe ſmalleſt degree of ſuch a Talent? 5. Yea fo preat a 
thing 15 17, to attain a ſolid Faith of Things wholly remote from 
or Senſe, and ſo far above the reach, and Apprehenſuon of Na- 
ture, of to have an abſolute reljance on an isvi/ebl2 Refuge, 


for our preſent and Eterval State, as no common Afienr 
catt 
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can anſwer, when the very reſt and quit of the Sout muſt needs © 
' Hein the fire and firm Perſwafion hereof. 6. It is too vis 
fible alſo how little the Prattical Uſe of ſuch a mean hath yes 7 
been eſſaied in the Church, that all who are members. thereof 
wight no leſs know the Strength and Firmneſs of the Foundati=. 7 
on of thiir Faith by its own Evidence, than the General Articles Y 
of Religion. The moft uſual infirgQing work les almoſt _ 7? 
wholly about the Noeetick part of Divinity, thefe ſeems . nor © 
thar ſerious regard to preſs the Diazortick parthereof on Mens 
Conſcience, as if this were to be reſtrained to a few wt 
are more Knowing, Learned, and of- an Inquifitive Spirir 
about the rational Certainty of the Truth, and for whom theſe 
choice and abundant helps of this kind, which are in this 
Age, ſeem more pecuharly direted, It's ſure, rhar the 
Chriftian Faith in the ff times d1d remarkably then ſpread, 
and prevail, by theſe clear Evidences hereof to the Fudgment, 
made Effeftyal by the Spirit of God, more than by extraorduia- 
ry Miracles. Nor knew they otherwiſe what It was to be 
Chriſtians, but by imbraciog the Truth with a full Aſſuratce 
of Underſtanding, no leſs than of Delight and &ſſtffion. Bur 
if ir be objeRed, ir is not the Caſe new, where Religion is 
planted in a Nation, and hath an uncontroliable Publick Profeſ- 
fon under the ſupport of Humane Laws; I know no admitted 
weight this can have, except that ſhould be therewith, thac 
Chriſtians now be Born, and not new-created. 9. Yea Is 
Ir not ſure, ( tho ir ſeem little underſtood, ) that the prima= 
7) Grounds, and Eviderces of our Faith are not only as to 
their End demonftrative of the Trath, and Divinity of the 
Scripture, but are upon the Matter, ſuch Demonſtrations allo 
which moſt natively reſult from the ſame by infallible Con» 
ſequence , and are rhus to be accounted not as Humane, but 
Divine Arguments, given us by the Spirir of God. 8. I ſhall 
but fercher add, how ſuch as do ſeriouſly ponder things, will 
find this Demonſtration to be no more important than clear, 
that to be a Confirmed Chriſtian, and a Confirmed Proteſtaut are 
Convertible Terms, abd thar 1f theſe thar are under thar De= 
Plorable Bondage, and Darkneſs of Popery were but once awa- 
ked ro ſee the Truth, and Certainty of the Chriſtian Faith, 
by its Ixtrinfch and Objeftive Evidence, and taken oft thaS 
brutiſh Credulity, and Dependance on the alene Credit of 
others herein, 1 might be ſaid rhe ſiongeſt Engine to hold up 
that Profeflion were then broke, and we ſheuld fee the De- 
6rine, ang Rileof Faith to be of ſuch full, and pirſpicuons = 
ence 
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- az from the Soripture, as without Blaſpbz»y they; 
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' nor ſeek from the Lord to' give them a plaixer Rude, thand.- 
What he hath there given. ahve - 


KLADER, -:-* "rg 
T'S like you may thith” ftrange, bow theſe few Sheets ine Þ 
cloſe fall iy htre, ajter-the foregoing part was finiſhed; but th | 
they meet in one Deſign, and _ yet was not this then intena«. |. 
ed until the former was done, and if it might tend to 4 ſolid uſe, and | 
Fruit unto any, Tſhall forbear a further Apology bertin. 1 may tru) 
ſay, the weight of the SubjeR bath carried it ſome further lenp* + 
than was defigned, when TI jo much ſonght 'to be ſhert, as as, 
at in any thing of thus kind, that through my dtfire to avoid 2 
winectſſary multiplying of Words, I fear leſt it may make ſome thine 
ſtem a little dark, at the firſt views Tho I hope, not upon any ſert- 
04s peruſal of the ſame. Two things I muſt further crave leave t 
add, 1. That when fome Saccint View of the great Aſſiftances 
and Confirmations of our Faith is here offered, which thiſe of th 
loweſt Capacity of the Church, might with that advantage improve, 
as ina few houys, by reading it ſom times over, may be ſo far im- 
. prejſed on 1127 Miid and Judgment, that they could give ſome cleay_ 
and judicious account thereof 5 it may be by ſuch but ſeriouſly wiighe 
ed, ant tain to Heart of what concera the uſe hereof, 2. That I 
humbly judge alſo it were a moſt ſpecial Service for the Truth in this 
aay, to have ſome ſhort Direory, and remembrancer of the great. 
ARSs of the Lord, aid Monuments of his Providence - now ap- : 
ger the New Titament, in that manne» held forth as might moſt . 
tend to ſome Univerial Uſe of all within the Church. I Confeſs 
my defire prefſed me to ſome ſmall Eſſay herein, with .zntent to bave NY. 
fowned it to this Work, but having with much Convittion laid this: 
who'ly aſide, as to any further appearance that way, ſo is it with: 
an Earniſt Deſire, that ſom? more qualified, might take to Heart and 
under thir Hand fo great a Strmice vath foy their Generation and Po« | 
ferity. T; 5 ſure the Lord bath dtfigned bis People to be taught the 
greatneſs of bis Works as wet! as the prerepts, of tis Word, and as xo 
Daty is more preſſed than this undey the O!4 Teſtament, both as to Pubs | 
lich and Family Inſtruftiom, ſo are we no leſs accountable in thiſe laſ 
rimes for this Improvement of ſurh as are of hnown, publich, and un- 
controlable Fridence, and ſhould be the care of each Age to bave 
that Soletn Remembrance bept up hereof, ſo as not a few, but the” 
very Multitude within the Church mjgyt be as @ piblick. Liorary, © 
and Repoſitory of the ſame, & | 
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